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THE  CYPHERS  INCUBATOR. 
Made  by  the  Cyphers  Incubator  Co.,  Wayland,  N. 


Y. 


The  Cyphers  Incubator. 

Thegnulual  growth  (or  evolution)  of  an  idea 
is  extremely  iiiterestiu<?  to  study  :it  the  time, 
aud  even  more  interesting  to  look  back  upon 
from  the  vantage  point  of  years  afterward, 
and  recall  the  gradual  development  of  the 
thought,  and  its  taking  tangi!)le  shajie  in 
action;  it  is  the  old  old  story  of  "first  the 
blade,  then  the  car,  then  the  full  corn  in  the 
ear."  When  we  first  became  acquainted  with 
Mr.  Cyphers,  later  the  inventor  of  the  Cyphers 
incubator,  he  was  that  most  uncomfortable  of 
mortals  to  get  along  with,  a  man  with  one 
idea  —  and  that  one  idea  was  "  diflusion,"  — 
the  word  being  used  in  the  sense  "  to  spread 
freely  and  evenly."  At  that  time  he  was  a 
clerk  in  an  office  in  Boston,  and  used  to  take 
aa  occasional  half  hour  to  drop  into  our  office 
(or  v/e  into  his)  to  talk  i:icu!)atinn  and  incu- 
bators, and  talk  over  the  weak  points  of  this 
or  that  system  of  applying  the  heat  in  artiticial 
hatching. 

Mr.  Cyphers  had  then,  at  his  home  near 
Boston,  a  little  experimental  apparatus,  about 
as  large  as,  ami  lonkiug  not  unlike,  a  four 
quart  tin  kettle  tixed  above  a  small  spirit 
lamp,  and  not  a  few  eggs  from  our  farm  were 
contributed  to  the  carrying  on  of  experiments 
there.  We  always  felt  that  it  was  the  diffi- 
culty of  getting  good  fertile  eggs  in  a  city 
suburl)  that  brought  him  to  our  desk  ;  he  cer- 
tainly found  out,  early  in  our  acquaintance, 
that  he  knew  vastly  more  about  incubation 
than  we  did,  aud  Vi'e  laughingly  accused  him 
of  caring  more  for  the  eggs  we  supplied  him 
than  for  any  help  in  knowledge  we  were  able 
to  contribute;  and  we  recall  urging  liim  to 
write  a  book  ui)on  incubation,  feeling  ('ertain 
that  it  would  add  greatly  to  the  world's  stock 
of  knowledge  upon  that  important  subject. 

After  a  time  lumber  was  bought,  and  an 
incubator  built,  and  after  a  few  months  trial 
that  one  was  discarded,  and  another  built  — 
the  first  having  discovered  some  defect  in  the 
circulation  of  the  warmed  air  within  the  egg 
chamber.  The  want  of  capital  was  a  handi- 
cap, and  so  in  the  hope  to  "  make  a  dollar," 
hut  more  in  the  hope  of  interf>ting  some  one 
Who  could  put  in  the  needled  eapital,  the 


book,  "  Incul)ation  and  Its  Natural  Laws," 
was  written  aud  published,  and  poultrymen 
welcomed  it  eagerly.  We  well  recall  the 
enthusiastic  praise  of  the  book  written  us  by 
a  friend  to  whom  we  sent  a  copy,  which  closed 
with  the  sentence:  " 'Tis  simply  immense; 
tliat  man  knows  something." 


The  next  step  was  the  cstal)li>hing  of  a 
factory  in  Philadelphia,  where  a  convenient 
room  in  a  large  lumber  and  wood  working 
mill  Was  rented,  and  the  Cyphers  incubator 
put  upon  the  market. '  The  greatest  dilliculty 
seemed  to  be  to  get  out  machines  fast  enough 
to  supply  the  dcinaml.  AVItli  liniitecl  capital 
and  modest  factory  room,  not  a  great  many 
men  could  be  employed,  and  Mr.  Cyphers  was 
not  only  his  own  foreman,  but  took  a  hand  at 
all  parts  of  the  work,  including  crating  and 
shipping;  then  went  home  to  spend  half  the 
night  in  attending  to  the  great  correspondence 
that  rushed  in  upon  him.  That  was  a  busy 
year,  indeed,  and  we  fancy  Mr.  C.  looks  back 
upon  those  days  and  nights  of  severest  to.il 
somewhat  as  the  war  veteran  does  upon  the 
trials  and  hardships  through  which  he  passed. 

The  success  of  the  Cyphers  incubator  was 
immediate,  and  almost  every  one  who  tried  it 
felt  at  once  the  great  relief  it  gave  from 
anxiety  about  moisture  and  ventilation;  the 
simplicity  of  it,  and  ease  of  operation,  attested 
it  one  certain  to  be  a  favorite  with  the  puldic, 
and  the  years'  .success  plainly  revealed  the 
necessity  for  a  •  larger  factory  and  more 
capital. 

It  was  then  that  he  met  Mr.  Patchin,  a 
gentleman  of  many  years  experience  in  news- 
paper work,  he  having  risen  to  the  responsible 
position  of  night  editor  of  a  great  Xew  York 
daily;  and  Mr.  Patchin  had  what  most  news- 
paper men  are  painfully  lacking  in,  money, 
namely.  A  partnership  was  formed,  and  it 
was  decided  to  build  the  incubator  factory  in 
Wayland,  Steuben  Co.,  New  York,  which  is 
conveniently  near  to  the  great  lumber  depot, 
Butlalo,  and  in  direct  connection  with  New 


York  and  Philadelphia.  Mr.  Patchin  having 
been  born  ami  rcarcil  near  W'aylaml,  and 
owning  a  large  raneh  there,  was  probably  the 
moving  factor  in  the  cboico  of  location;  be 
could  be  at  borne,  and  at  the  name  time  have 
bis  business  (dose  at  han*l.  Wc  nnule  a  long 
jiromiscil  visit  to  the  Cyphers  hieubalor  Co. 
la.-<l  month,  ami  what  wc  Haw  anil  learned  on 
that  visit  will  doubtless  be  of  interest  to  our 
readers. 

Wayland  is  a  thriving  town,  pleasantly 
situated  in  a  valley  which  was  formerly  a  lake 
bottom,  and  surrounded  by  gently  rolling 
hills.  There  are  two  railroads,  the  Kocbcster 
branch  of  the  Krie  passing  through  one  side 
of  the  town,  and  the  main  line  of  the  I).  L.  & 
W.  touching  it  lipon  the  other  side;  the  incu- 
bator factory  is  close  alongside  the  I).  L.  & 
W.  tracks,  within  a  stone  throw  of  the  pas- 
senger depot,  and  with  a  spur  track  leading 
into  their  land  alongside  the  fat-tory,  so  that 
lumber  can  be  uidoaded  directly  into  the  long 
dry  house,  and  incubators  and  brooders  loaded 
directly  into  the  cars,  without  any  expense 
for  teaming.  As  u  part  of  the  plan  was  to 
have  a  poultry  plant  in  connection  with 
factory,  chiefly  as  an  object  lesson,  but  inci- 
dentally to  make  a  dollar, several  acres  of  land 
were  purchased,  and  this  gives  them  the  great 
advantage  of  elbow  room. 

Building  their  own  factory,  and  knowing 
pretty  well  what  was  refpiired,  it  is  to  be 
expected  that  this  one  is  about  what  it  should 
be ;  and  cei  tainly  a  single  inspection  gives  the 
impre.ssiou  that  it  is  absolutely  complete. 
When  we  hinted  at  this  Mr.  Cyphers  laughed 
and  said  :  'Tis  about  right,  only  that  it  isn't 
large  enough  for  us  in  the  busv  .season."  One 
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large  wing  has  l)eeu  adiletl  siuee  the  main 
huilding  was  built,  less  than  two  years  ago, 
ami  a  second  wing  is  already  planned  for,  and 
will  be  built  this  summer.  "We  give  several 
inter' views  of  the  factory,  the  first  floor  of 
whifi  i.s  occupied  by  the  wood  working 
inachi  "y,  and  where  the  cutting  up  of  the 
lunibe.  nd  fitting  of  the  parts  is  done;  the 
second  floor  sees  the  machines  put  together, 
the  various  parts  being  stored  conveniently 
near,  and  the  worknieu  "  assemble"'  the  parts 
and  put  a  machine  together  very  quickly;  in 
the  tbird  story  the  machines  are  finished  and 
led  for  shipping,  and  has  storage  room  for 
a  thousand  finished  machines.  When  running 
at  its  present  full  capacity  about  forty  finished 
machines  :i  day  can  be  turned  out ;  but  several 
times  that  number  can  be  shipped,  because 
there  is  the  large  stock  of  finished  machines 
to  draw  upon,  as  well  as  the  day's  product. 
We  did  not,  however,  come  so  much  to  see 
the  factory,  interesting  though  it  may  be,  but 
to  become  more  intimately  acquainted  with 
the  incul)ator  itself. 

The  Cyphers  incubator,  unlike  many  others, 
is  built  of  white  pine  lumber,  and  we  natu- 
rally asked  why  that  material  was  preferred. 
"  Because  it  is  better,"'  was  the  comprehensive 
reply.  "  It  doesn't  make  quite  so  showy  a 
machine,  "tis  true,  but  we  don't  '  go  so  much 
on  our  looks,"'  said  Mr.  Cyphers;  "  we  are 
building  incubators  to  hatch,  and  as  we 
believe  our  own  best  interests,  as  well  as  those 
of  the  buyer,  are  best  served  by  making  the 
best  machine  possible,  legardless  of  cost,  we 
use  the  best  material  for  the  purpose.  AVe 
can  buy  yellovV  pine  lumber  at  ^15  or  §10  per 
thousand  feet  in  single  car  lots,  while  the 
selected  white  pine  that  goes  into  the  Cyphers 
incubator  costf<  us  §2")  to  S;;0  per  thousand  in 
lots  of  two  hundred  thousand  to  three  hundred 
thousand  feet  at  a  time;  you  see,  if  we  were 
aiming  to  see  how  cheap  a  machine  we  could 
build,  we  could  save  fully  one-third  ou  the 
cost  of  the  lumber  of  which  the  cases  are 
made."" 

"  It  is  the  Slime  with  the  packing.  The  top 
and  sides  of  the  Cyphers  are  iiackcd  with 
layers  of  cotton  batting  between  sheets  of 
paper.  It  takes  seventy-seven  cents  worth  of 
cotton  batting  to  pack  a  machine,  while  we 
could  liuy  for  that  sum  enough  mineral  wool, 
(or  other  packing),  to  pack  two  machines;  in 
other  words,  we  could  save  half  the  cost;  but 
the  other  packing  would  be  far  less  good, 
would  be  hei^vier,  and  increase  the  freight 
charges  —  which,  by  the  way,  is  another  point 
in  favor  of  white  pine  lumber,  the  use  of 
w  hich  materially  reduces  the  freight  charges. 


We^  use  the  best  galvanized  iron  that  money 
can  buy ;  we  make  a  thermostatic  bar  of 
aluminum  and  steel,  which  makes  the  best 
thermostatic  bar  of  which  we  have  knowl- 
edge; then  our  heater  is  especially  constructed 
for  us,  made  up  of  alternate  sections  of  asbes- 
tos, mill  board  and  air  space,  so  that  the  heat 
has  to  travel  from  the  asbestos  to  the  mill 
board,  then  back  to  the  asbestos  again  :  and  it 
is  about  five  times  as  efficient  as  though  made 
of  solid  asbestos;  but  the  latter  would  be  con- 
siderably cheaper.'" 

While  we  wei  e  talking,  the  men  were  setting 
up,  fitting  and  packing  a  Xo.  2  machine,  and 
we  were  watching  the  process.  The  Cyphers 
incubator  is  practically  two  storied,  the  lower 
story  being  the  egg  chamber,  and  the  second 
(or  top)  story  l)eing  the  hot  air  chamber;  to 


this  space  the  hot  air  is  delivered  from  the 
heater,  through  a  pipe  that  passes  about  three- 
fourths  of  the  way  aoroSs  the  chamber,  hence 
the  discharge  is  at  the  end  furthest  from  the 
heater.  About  four  inches  of  height  is 
occupied  by  the  heater  pipe  and  two  wings 
of  mill  board,  set  at  a  slight  slope  towards  the 
side,  and  ending  about  an  inch  from  it;  these 
are  to  distribute  the  h  vir  to  the  sides  of 
the  machine,  and  mix  it,  so  to  speak,  insuring 
an  even  temperature.  Above  the  hot  air 
chamber  is  the  packed  space,  the  intention 
being  that  the  packing  shall  prevent  the 
radiation  of  the  heat  upward,  and  this  the 
alternate  layers  of  cotton  batting  and  paper, 
with  a  tight  wood  ceiling  top  and  bottom, 
ell'ectually  does.  Between  the  hot  air  chamlier 
and  the  esrg  chamljer  is  a  sheet  of  wool  felt- 


ing, down  through  which  the  heated  air  is 
drawn,  to  and  through  the  egg  trays,  and  out 
through  the  burlap  floor  to  the  exhaust 
chamljer  (as  it  might  be  called)  which  com- 
municates it  to  the  lamp  heater  throujfh  a  flue 
made  for  that  purpose. 

Here  is  the  distinctive  feature  of  the 
Cyphers  incubator,  a  down  draft  of  the 
heated  air,  and  that  heated  air  being  "dif- 
fused,"" (that  is,  "  spread  evenly  and  freely"") 
through  wool  felt  into  the  egg  chamber.  It 
looks  very  simple  and  easy  now;  it  didn"t 
look  at  all  simple  and  easy  when  we  "  talked  "" 
of  it  so  much,  six  or  eight  years  ago;  but  then 
it  was  in  "the  blade;"  now  it  is  "the  full 
corn  in  the  ear."' 

'J'he  brooder  problem  is  one  that  is  receiving 
much  attention  :  the  hatching  of  chickens  and 
<lucklings  having  become  comparatively  easy, 
the  question  of  raising  them  after  they  are 
hatched,  is  next  in  order.  Mr.  Cyphers  has 
designed  a  new  out  door  brooder,  which  has 
been  put  upon  the  market  this  season,  and  has 
met  with  great  favor.  It  has  the  essential 
principles  of  the  old  I'ressy  brooder,  which 
are  —  lamp  underneath  a  metal  ceiling  to  lamp 
chamber,  and  an  inch  and  a  half  air  space 
between  that  metal  ceiling  and  the  brooder 
floor.  That  keeps  the  brooder  floor  slightly 
warm,  while  the  warmed  air  passes  up 
through  a  heater  dome,  and  is  deflected  over 
upon  the  chickens  under  the  hover.  A  valu- 
able feature  of  this  Cyphers  brooder  is  the 
cool  shed  in  front  of  brooder  proper,  which 
gives  the  chicks  a  cool,  practically  out  of 
doors  atmosphere,  without  the  exposuie  of 
inclement  weather,  as  a  tight  tin  covered 
roof  is  their  protection.  Both  parts  of  the 
brooder  have  this  tin  roof,  which,  so  long  as 
kept  painted,  is  an  absolute  protection  from 
rain.  In  this  brooder  are  practically  three 
apartments,  in  which  the  chicks  can  have 
three  dillereut  temperatures  at  will;  the 
hover  space  gives  them  the  full  w:irmth  of 
about  90°;  the  space  within  the  brooder,  but 
outside  the  hover,  is  expected  to  keep  at 
about  70°;  while  the  shed  annex  gives  them  a 
cool  room  for  exercise  at  discretion. 

We  have  left  little  s'pace  in  which  to  tell  of 
the  poultry  plant,  which  was  really  one  of 
the  most  intciesting  things  we  saw.  Mr 
Cyphers  believes  that  poultrymen  should 
raise  ninety  per  cent  of  the  chicks  hatched, 
and  is  proving  his  belief  there  on  their  AVav- 
land  plant.  He  thinks  the  great  weakness  of 
most  brooder  houses  is  insufficient  heat:  that 
they  have  heat  enough  for  normal  weather, 
but  directly  a  really  cold  wave  comes  they  are 
inadequate.     He  believes  that  the  brooder 
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liou!-e  itself  sbouki  never  fall  below  70°,  nn 
the  pi'ti  floors  w/iere  the  chirks  are,  ami  that 
a  temperature  below  that  point  ebilis  the 
chicks,  ciiseourages  exercise,  and  the  fatal 
looseness  of  the  bowels  results. 

The  Cyphers  Co.  have  a  brooder  house 
three  hundred  feet  long,  and  have  divided  it 
into  three  lengths  of  one  hundred  feet  each; 
each  section  having  its  own  independent 
heater.  The  house  is  lloored  throughout,  and 
each  section  of  house  has  a  double  bank  of 
two  inch  pipes  beneath  the  floor,  to  give  the 
required  heat  to  the  house  itself.  These  heat- 
iug  pipes  have  valve  cut  otl's  at  the  heater,  so 
that  they  can  be  used  or  shut  oft"  at  will. 
Another  bank  of  llow  and  return  pipes  extend 
along  the  middle  of  the  house,  a  few  inches 
above  the  floor,  and  movable  hovers  are  set 
over  the  pipes  in  each  pen.  These  hovers 
were  wholly  difterent  from  any  we  had  ever 
seen  before,  and  were  some  ten  iuches  to  a 
foot  in  height;  there  was  absolutely  no  sug- 
gestion of  the  ordinary  close  down  hover, 
which  has  been  a  death  trap  to  so  many 
chicks.  Of  course  the  food  is  equally  impor- 
tant, and  that  the  Cyphers  Co.  have  a  food 
that  successfully  raises  chicks,  is  proved  by 
the  fine  condition  of  the  about  four  thousand 
chickens  they  have  there,  ranging  from  five 
weeks  old  to  broiier  size.  As  there  has  been 
much  said  this  spring  about  poor  hatches  and 
infant  mortality  amongst  the  chicks,  it  will  be 
well  to  tell  the  story  of  a  hatching  experience 
they  have  had.  They  bought  three  thousand 
common  eggs  at  the  scores,  incubated  them, 
and  hatched  out  twenty-three  hundred  chicks ; 
of  that  number  over  two  thousand  were  alive 
and  hearty  there  in  the  long  brooder  house  at 
the  time  of  our  visit.  They  were  then  about 
six  weeks  old.  Of  course  the  chicks  were 
mongrels,  the  majority  of  them  showing  Leg- 
horn, but  many  of  them  showing  P.  Rock 
ancestry;  but  such  a  hatch  as  that  from  eggs 
picked  up  in  country  stores,  is  remarkable. 

The  poultry  buildings  consist  of  twenty- 
five  individual  houses,  set  about  ten  feet 
apart,  and  it  is  the  intention  to  put  on  scratch- 
ing sheds  betW'Cen  them.  In  addition  to 
White  Wyandotte  and  Barred  P.  IJock  breed- 
ing stock,  they  have  about  two  hundred 
breeding  ducks  and  three  thousand  ducklings 
on  the  way  to  market  size.  Mr.  Cyphers  has 
stronger  faith  in  broilers  than  in  ducklings, 
and  leans  decidedly  towards  the  broiler  side 
of  poultry  raising.   While  talking  chickens. 


Mr.  C.  told  u,s  they  iiilendcd  to  put  their 
chicken  food  on  the  market  next  summer. 

Although  it  was  supposed  to  be  the  dull 
season  at  the  time  of  our  visit,  it  was  not  at 
all  dull  with  the  Cyphers  Co.  They  have  sold 
and  shipped  about  two  thousand  incubators 
and  one  thousand  lirooders  this  season,  and 
did  ten  times  as  much  business  in  the  month 
of  June  as  in  the  same  month  a  year  ago. 
They  expect  to  double  this  year's  business 
next  year,  and  are  already  cutting  up  and 
fitting  the  several  parts  of  incubator.s,  and 
making  ready  for  next  season's  demands. 


The  Perfect  Hen. 

Written  for  FAitM-PoULTiiY. 

"  Only  the  fool  never  changes  bis  iniiid." 
Comforting  thought;  for  if  ever  anyone's 
mind  needs  to  be  hung  on  a  pivot,  it  is  that  of 
the  poultry  raiser. 

A  few  years  ago  I  swore  oil"  on  Leghorns. 
I  had  been  keeping  grade  Leghorns  for  some 
time,  and  though  well  satisfied  with  their 
laying  properties,  in  other  respects  they  were 
a  sore  thorn  in  the  flesh.  Their  eggs  aver- 
aged rather  small;  they  would  fly  over  or 
S(^ratch  under  a  four  foot  fence  or  a  cemented 
wall;  and  lastly,  and  this  was  I  believe  the 
special  grievance— they  would  not  sit.  Living 
incubators  I  must  have,  and  never  to  liml  a 
sitting  hen  till  the  niiildle  of  spring,  was  most 


irritating.  To  be  mro  Ihe  chicks  matured 
earlier  than  most  breeds,  yet  the  cockerels 
were  not  suluble  until  the  bottom  had  dropped 
completely  out  of  the  market,  and  —  well, 
neither  a  partial  change  of  mind  nor  the  haze 
of  distance  can  disguise  the  fact  that  thOHC 
coekerels  were  not  very  desirable  poultry. 

(irade  Leghorns  are  excellent  layerK,  and 
usually,  careful  light  footed  mothers  when 
Ihey  liinilly  become  reconciled  to  maternity, 
but  the  cockerels  are  unmitigated  nuisances, 
and  1  suspict  more  of  a  source  of  outlay  than 
of  income.  Kxccpt  as  broilers,  for  which 
thcie  is  a  very  limited  demand  in  this  vicinity, 
they  have  no  redeeming  feature. 

After  several  years  of  experimenting  with 
these  semi-satisfactory  birds,  tlie  pemlulum 
swung  back,  and  landed  me  where  Ihe  sound 
of  )ioultry  niolbeihood  is  never  silent,  and 
win  re  I  ''tote"  silting  hens  to  their  prison 
alnmst  every  night  in  the  year.  1  have  learned 
to  loathe  the  sight  of  a  hen  on  the  nest  after 
dinner.  -  exceiit  in  February  and  March, 
when  I  hear  others  moaning  over  a  lack  of 
sitlcis  with  more  complacency  toward  nry 
own  hens. 

Last  year  an  infusion  of  Light  lirahma 
blood  did  not  mend  matters  any.  I  read 
occasionally  of  a  Hrahma  strain  that  lays 
marvellously  well.  Sline  certainly  did  not 
come  from  such  a  strain.  1  selected  twenty- 
four  early  hatcheil  ptillcis  that  had  been  "  fe  d 
for  eggs"  from  hatching,  and  penned  them 
away  by  themselves.  I  contiimed  to  feed  for 
eggs.  They  had  oatmeal  and  aidrnal  iiicmI, 
and  the  cream  of  the  poultry  yard  up  iiu. 
Tbey  grew  finely,  were  not  too  fni.  and  their 


plumage  was  charming  to  behold  ;  but  they 
wouldn't  lay  — and  they  continued  not  to  lay, 
long  after  laying  bad  become  a  confirmed 
habit  with  my  AVhite  Wyandottes  that  had 
run  at  large  with  the  rest  of  the  flock. 

The  chief  requisite  in  a  hen  for  most  people 
is  that  she  be  an  egg  machine;  and  if  she  fail 
in  this  I  do  not  consider  her  a  success,  what- 
ever other  good  points  she  may  have.  True, 
at  intervals  I  desire  to  use  her  as  an  incubator 
and  a  brooder,  and  linally  as  good  marketable 
poultry,  but  these  arc  secondary  requirements. 
Feathers  and  ear  lobes,  hackles  and  blue  rib- 
bons are  all  very  well  if  one  enjoys  that  sort  of 
anuisement  —  and  can  aftbrd  it— but  although 
I  may  change  my  mind  regularly  every  year 
about  other  things,  my  experiments  must 
always  tend  Si  st  toward  the  egg  basket.  So 


wlien  my  twenty-four  beautiful  lirahma  pul- 
leiN  did  not  really  settle  down  to  steady  laying 
till  mid-winter,  I  felt  that  their  mission  in 
this  world  was  to  fill  a  pot  pie  successfully. 

Nor  were  the  cockerels  as  satisfactory  as 
one  would  have  KUjjposed.  ^\■hen  the  chicks 
lirst  lumbleil  out  of  tlieir  shells  (hey  were 
lusty  little  fellows,  two  or  three  sizes  larger 
than  their  fellows  —  nor  do  I  remember  that 
1  lost  one  through  sickness;  but  tbey  niMliiii  d 
HO  slowly  that  they  were  hardly  marketalile  as 
(Ircssed  poultry  until  several  months  old. 
Their  frames  were  so  large  that  it  tnoU  a  deal 
of  lime  and  food  to  pad  their  bones  to  i)lump- 
nesH,  and  this  no  doubt  Ih  the  common  draw- 
back in  bringing  any  of  the  larger  lireed>  lo 
maliirity. 

What  theti?  Hiogenes  like,  niy  lanlerii  is 
ever  burning  — only  It  isn't  a  man  1  am  liunl- 
iiig  for,  but  a  hen  —  a  ben  that  lays  early  and 
well,  and  that  docs  not  lay  on  fat  too  readily  ; 
one  that  sits  before  .July,  luxl  yet  does  not 
consider  twelve  fandlies  a  year  esseniial  lo 
her  happiness  —  and  finally,  when  she  must 
nn)ve  on  to  make  room  for  a  ni-w  flock,  one 
that  shows  a  creditable  amount  of  frame  and 
flesh.  ReHldcH  thiK  we  must  have  good  i^al- 
able  cockerels  that  will  mature  as  early  as 
])Ossible,  and  plump  ami  of  good  color. 
This  last  is  an  important  itiMii  if  Ihi-  poultry 
is  to  be  shijipeil  rather  than  sold  nearby  .n 
small  lots,  or  sold  alive.  Skinny  or  blue 
poultry  nearly  always  brings  a  pmlesi.ic  not 
a  discount. 

This  good  all  around  fowl  is  what  the 
oidinary  raiser  must  have,  as  well  as  Ihe 
farmer  who  has  a  poultry  branch  to  his  farm: 
and  the  majority  probably  find  the  most  sat- 
isfaction in  the  tested  medium  sized  breeds. 
Either  the  Wyandottes,  or  the  Plymouth  Hocks 
in  some  shade,  usually  give  satisfaction  if  bred 
from  extra  layers.  Unfortunately  the  majority 
do  not  select  their  breeding  l>irds  w  ith  sufli- 
cient  care,  and  especially  are  they  li.^ely  lo 
hurt  the  vitality  and  so  the  usefulness  of  their 
flock  by  inbreeding.  I  have  found  this  lo  be 
an  obstacle  in  the  AVhite  Wyandottes;  fi.f 
while  buying  eggs  at  one  time  from  excelh  .'I 
stoi^k  in  other  respects,  I  became  thorou-  'y 
discouraged  because  of  Ibis  lack  of  vitliily. 
I  know  of  few  things  more  disheartening 
than  to  lo.se  a  large  per  cent  of  the  chicks 
hatched  after  a  few  days  of  drooping  and 
feebleness.  Whatever  drawba(^ks  1  may  have 
otherwise  found,  this  is  one  that  I  have  ne\  t  ." 
known  excepting  in  this  one  case.  It  may  be 
necessary  to  inbreed  for  "points,"  but  it  is 
never  needful  nor  wise  to  do  so  otherwi.se; 
and  the  ordinary  raiser  must  shun  this  snare, 
even  if  it  means  the  i)urchase  of  a  new  cock 
every  season. 

No  matter  how  successful  the  few  ni:iy  be, 
the  majority  arc  ever- rushing  after  something 
new,  and  the  raiser  who  tells  the.  biggest  tides 
of  gains  one  year  is  often  the  one  who  may 
be  immersed  in  a  totally  dillVrent  breeil  the 
next.  So  other  people  are  hunting  for  the 
perfect  hen,  too.  In  the  meantime  there 
would  seem  to  be  no  danger  of  glutting  the 
egg  market.  Eggs  have  been  scarcer  and  the 
price  higher  this  season  than  for  some  time 
previously;  and  it  is  predicted  also  that 
poultry  will  be  higher  than  usual,  at  any  rate, 
until  late  in  the  fall. 

While  I  am  well  aware  of  the  drawbac^ks  to 
the  poultry  business,  and  while  I  know  that 
there  is  a  vast  amount  of  work  in  it,  and  that 
the  details  arc  as  innumerable  as  the  stars,  I 
am  yet  frequently  impressed  \\  ith  the  fact 
that  it  is  one  of  the  most  reliable  brad/ches  of 
farming. 

Neither  droughts  nor  blights  aflieet the  crop; 
potato  bugs  nor  canker  worms  do  not  devas- 
tate, and  there  is  never  a  year  of  ruinous  over- 
production, nor  a  year  of  utler  failure.  In, 
almost  all  loealilies  it  is  not  only  a  sure  money 
crop,  liut  one  that  brings  prompt  payment. 

Disappointments  must  come  occasionally, 
and  carelessness  must  be  paid  for  more  gener- 
ously than  in  some  things,  bnt  as  a  rule  nature 
is  kinder  to  the  ean^ful  poultry  raiser  than  U) 
almost  any  other  species  of  husbanilman. 

Annuo  L.  I!<)(;i:us. 


Market  your  fresh  eggs  once  in  three  days, 
and  so  establish  your  own  market.  You  can 
thus  secure  more  than  the  dealers  obtain,  for 
there  will  always  be  found  families  ready  lo 
pay  for  a  right  down  fresh  article.  —  Maine 
Farnur, 
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I'ICKKTT-.S  OAKDALK  IMIULTUV  FARM. 
11.   I'ickett,   I'roprietor,  AVenham  Depot,  Mags. 


Pickett's. 

The  accompany iug  illustratiou  gives  an 
excellent  view  of  the  poultry  buiklings  at 
Oakilale  Poultry  Farm,  Weuham  Depot, Mass. 
The  main  building  has  a  pipe  brooding  plant 
in  the  wing  at  the  right  of  the  picture,  and 
accommodations  for  breeding  stock  in  the  left 
wiug;  the  main  or  central  portion  of  building 
has  two  stories  and  a  cellar,  and  is  divided 
into  a  granary,  cook  room,  office,  quarters  for 
broody  hens,  an  incubator  cellar,  and  a  store 
room  for  vegetables.  The  building  at  the 
extreme  right  in  the  foreground  is  a  nursery 
for  young  chicks,  litted  with  individual  hot 
air  lamp  brooders.  Here  the  chicks  are 
started  and  kept  until  old  enough  to  be  trusted 
to  the  long  pipe  brooding  house.  The  build- 
ing in  the  rear  is  a  long  house  for  breeding 
stock.  The  windmill  in  the  foreground  pumps 
water  into  a  big  reservoir  at  the  crest  of  the 
hill  from  which  the  picture  was  taken.  Water 
from  this  reservoir  is  piped  into  all  the  poul- 
try buildings.  The  mill  house  is  fitted  up 
with  a  bone  cutter,  a  small  grist  mill,  and  a 
clover  cutter,  and  serves  as  a  general  work 
room.  In  the  rear  of  the  mill  house  is  a  room 
fitted  up  for  dressing  poultry. 

There  is  a  driveway  in  front  of  the  yards, 
which  does  not  show  in  the  picture,  as  the 
abruptness  of  the  hill  slope  cuts  it  oil',  and 
shortens  the  foreground  view.  There  is  a  tine 
oak  grove  on  the  side  hill  iu  the  rear  of  the 
buildings,  and  this  cool  shady  grove  m;dies  au 
ideal  range  for  the  growing  chicks  in  summer. 
The  poultry  buildings  occupy  a  well  drained 
sheltered  dale;  and  the  farm  takes  its  name 
from  its  location,  and  the  grove  of  oaks. 

Mr.  J.  B.  Pickett,  the  proprietor,  gives  his 
entire  time  and  personal  attention  to  manag- 
ing the  plant,  and  he  is  ably  seconded  by  his 
poultry  superintendent,  Mr.  Ora  K.  Lincoln. 
This  season  the  stock  of  White  Wyandottes 
and  P.arred  Plymouth  Rocks  is  exceptionally 
gooil,  and  nearly  two  thousand  promising 
youngsters  are  ranging  on  the  farm.  The  birds 
of  both  varieties  arc  fine  healthy  specimens, 
possessing  good  sound  utility  (lualifications, 
and  many  of  them  will  score  well  when  tested 
by  the  standard. 

The  poultry  buildings  are  cleaned  daily,  and 
the  plant  is  always  ni'at  and  attractive.  The 
proprietor  takes  quite  an  interest  in  market 
gardening,  and  raises  quantities  of  cabbages, 
beets,  lettuce,  turnips,  and  other  garden  truck. 
.■V.  snllicient  quantity  is  raised  to  supply  the 
stock  liberally  with  fresh  vegetables  the  year 
round,  besiilcs  having  a  considerable  (piantity 
to  sell.  The  farm  occupies  about  six  acres, 
and  every  bit  of  it  is  made  to  render  a  good 
account  either  in  range  for  poultry,  or  growing 
supplies  of  vegetable  food. 

The  laying  stock  are  fed  a  morning  mash 
every  day  except  Sunday.  In  winter  the  noon 
feeding  is  oats  in  litter;  in  sunimer  green 
sturt"  is  the  only  noon  food.  Might  feetling  is 
mi.\ed  grain,  about  two-thirds  wheat  and  one- 
third  oats,  alternated  with  oats  and  corn,  or 
wheat  uu J  corn.    If  the  weather  is  cold  the 


corn  is  fed  more  liberally  than  when  it  is 
warm.  The  mash  is  made  of  one-half  bran, 
one-quarter  each  corn  meal  and  oat  feed.  To 
this  is  added  one-third  (by  bulk)  of  best  qual- 
ity cut  clover.  Three  times  a  week  about  one- 
eighth  of  the  whole  mash  is  meat  scraps  well 
soaked  over  night  before  mixing.  Once  or 
twice  a  week  a  soup  is  made  of  beef  bones, 
and  the  mash  mixed  with  this.  Cooked  veg- 
etables are  added  to  the  mash  three  or  four 
times  a  week,  and  when  used  compose  about 
one-fourth  the  bulk  of  entire  mash.  Cut  green 
bone  is  given  twice  ii  week  when  obtainable. 
In  the  breeding  season  the  fowls  have  a  fourth 
meal  just  before  going  to  roost;  this  is  of 
steamed  clover  only,  and  the  birds  are  given 
all  they  will  eat  up  clean.  Care  is  taken  to 
have  the  best  clover  that  can  be  bought,  and 
the  result  is  that  it  is  all  eaten,  with  no  waste. 
Only  as  much  mash  is  fed  mornings  as  they 
will  quickly  clean  up,  and  the  fowls  are  kept 
busy  scratching  through  the  day.  This  ration 
has  proved  most  satisfactory. 

There  has  been  no  difficulty  in  keeping  the 
birds  healthy,  and  producing  a  liberal  supply 
of  fertile  eggs  that  hatched  strong  chicks. 
They  had  remarkably  good  returns  from  all 
eggs  set  this  season. 

The  chicks  are  started  on  rolled  oats  and 
coarse  (granulated)  corn  meal,  fed  dry,  with 
a  morning  feed  of  moistened  bread  crumbs  for 
the  first  three  weeks.  Granulated  wheat  is  also 
used.  Chicks  are  fed  every  two  hours  the 
first  week,  then  every  three  hours  for  the 
next  two  weeks,  then  they  are  fed  four  times 
a  day  with  two  additional  feedings  of  green 
food  each  day,  as  long  as  they  are  confined  iu 
runs.  The  green  food  is  mainly  cabbage  and 
beets. 

As  soon  as  possible  the  chicks  are  put  out 
on  range.  The  chicks  when  on  range  are  fed 
four  times  daily — a  morning  and  afternoon 
mash,  and  two  feedings  of  cr.acked  grains. 
The  mash  for  chicks  is  usually  a  scalded  mash 
made  of  one-half  bran,  and  one-quarter  each 
fine  feed  and  corn  meal.  Oat  feed  takes  the 
place  of  the  fine  feed  on  alternate  days.  One- 
sixth  of  the  mash  is  meat  food.  This  is  usu- 
ally a  mixture  of  equal  parts  B.  B.  B.  and  the 
Ijest  meat  scraps. 

^'isitors  are  always  welcome  :it  the  farm, 
which  is  located  in  Hamilton,  a  few  minutes 
walk  from  "Weuham  Depot.  The  superin- 
tendent occupies  a  cottage  overlooking  the 
whole  plant,  and  will  always  be  on  hand  to 
show  visitors  about.  Mr.  Pickett  lives  at 
Wenham,  and  drives  over  to  the  farm  every 
day,  spending  most  of  his  time  there. 

Dii.  Woods. 


Chicks  that  do  not  thrive  well  the  first  few 
weeks  of  their  lives  seldom  make  tine  or  prof- 
itable specimens  at  maturity.  It  does  not 
pay  to  grow  weaklings  among  the  stock  any- 
where. Better  spend  the  time  upon  healthy 
vigorous  birds.  —  Maine  Fai-mer. 


JIake  your  chicken  coops  rat  proof  and 
wat«r  tight.  —  Maine  Farmer. 


Farm  Hunting. 

Written  lor  Faum-Poi'LTUV. 

Hegarding  Lucinda's  "  song  or  sermon " 
anticipations,  Peleg  subsequently  remarked 
that,  while  the  result  was  scarcely  a  full  band 
concert  with  fireworks,  yet  it  amounted  to  a 
very  cheerful  chirp,  sufficiently  so,  at  least,  to 
give  them  a  sudden  and  forcible  desire  for 
more  room  in  which  to  grow  —  slowly,  of 
course,  according  to  principle,  but  steadily. 
Therefore,  was  it  resolved  to  find  a  small 
farm ;  and  as  the  tifst  step  in  that  process, 
they  betook  themselves  to  farm  hunting. 

Peleg  came  home  every  afternoon  with 
a  load  of  newspapers,  through  the  real 
estate  departments  of  which  they  religiously 
ploughed.  Lucinda  wrote  out  a  list  of  many 
real  estate  agents,  and  Peleg  put  it  iu  his 
pocket  for  daily  reference. 

The  first  one  interviewed  was  a  gentleman  ' 
with  whom  he  had  a  slight  acquaintance. 
Peleg  was  cordially  received  by  Mr.  Z.,  and 
made  known  Ms  wants  —  which  at  that  time 
consisted  of  a  farm  of  not  less  than  ten  acres 
high  laiftl,good  sizetl  house  and  barn,  shade 
trees  and  fruit  if  possible,  etc.  Mr.  Z.  listened 
amiably,  and  responded  enthusiastically.  lie 
had  just  the  place  Peleg  wanted — the  very 

thing,  and  a  great  chance  —  at  L  .  The 

present  owner  was  very  wealthy,  and  had  a 
farm  of  many  acres.  This  place  was  a  piece 
of  his  farm.  The  house  was  new,  and  had 
never  been  occupied ;  finished  iu  the  finest 
manner,  decorated  in  the  best  of  taste,  situ- 
ated on  a  high  knoll,  beautifully  surrounded 
by  shade  trees  —  built  for  a  gentleman  who 
had  been  obliged  to  leavfe  for  the  west  with- 
out occupying  it — consequently  no  one  having 
use  for  it,  they  were  anxious  to  sell,  and 
although  the  house  alone  cost  §iOOO  to  build, 
they  would  sell  for  §3,500  on  "  your  own 
terms."'  Peleg  grew  quite  excited  over  this 
enticing  prospect. 

"  How  much  land  goes  with  this  place?"  he 
queried. 

•'About  an  acre,"  responded  Mr.  Z.,  sweetly. 
Peleg's  face  fell. 

"  But  there  are  about  three  acres  that  could 
be  bought  for  $500  more,"  hastily  added  the 
agent. 

'•'  That  isn't  enough,  either,"  rejoined  Peleg. 

Mr.  '/..  was  not  disturbed. 

'•  Well,  here's  something  else  that  I'm  sure 
would  suit  you.  A  place  of  50  acres  —  house 
of  eleven  rooms,  good  repair — lots  of  farming 
tools,  and  all  that  sort  of  thing.  You  could 
let  the  farm  out  on  shares,  and  give  the  family 
part  of  the  house  to  live  in  —  'tis  big  enough. 
'Tis  about  two  miles  from  the  station,  ilown 
in  n  ." 

'•  Too  far,  and  don't  like  the  location  —  and 
want  a  home  of  our  own,"  growled  Peleg,  dis- 
contentedly. 

"  Well,  I'd  like  to  take  you  to  see  that  L-  

place.  Ctot  to  go,  now  ?  Here's  my  catalogue. 
Take  it  along  with  \ou,  and  perhaps  you'll 
see  something.  Talk  those  jjlaces  over  with 
your  wife." 


They  studied  the  catalogue,  and  found  one 
description  which  seemed  to  suit  admirably, 
and,  oh  joy,  was  within  five  minutes  walk  of 
the  station.    Peleg  hastened  to  investigate. 

Mr.  Z.  smiled  a  superior  smile. 

"Oh,  that's  nothing  you  want,''  said  he. 
"  Why  'tis  three  miles,  at  least,  from  the 
depot." 

"  What's  the  five  minute  walk,  then?" 
demanded  Peleg. 

"Oh,  it  is  within  live  minutes  of  a  station, 
but  only  three  trains  a  day  stop  there,  and 
they  wouldn't  do  J/OMany  good,  anyway." 

"  He  has  another  place,  though,  that  he  is 
sure  would  suit  us,"  reported  Peleg  at  home. 

"  This  one  is  near  M  ,  and  admirably 

adapted  to  poultry.  It  is  on  a  high  blulV,  and 
there  is  a  barn  and  two  hen  bouses  —  not  far 
from  the  electrics  —  about  six  acres  of  land, 
and  would  be  sold  on  easy  terms.  He's  very 
anxious  we  should  look  at  it." 

Lucinda  snifled  at  the  location  and  the  hen 
houses. 

"  We're  hunting  a  hen  jurm,  but  not  hen 
houses,"  she  declared.  "Ten  chances  to  one 
they're  all  wrong,—  and  there  isn't  enough 
land,  anyway.  But  he  has  tried  so  hard  to 
suit  us,  perhaps  we  ought  to  go  and  look  at 
something:  We  seem  to  be  dreadfully  prej- 
udiced as  to  locations,  but  this  one  is  quite 
near  Boston,  at  all  events." 

It  was  decided  that  Peleg  should  hunt  ihi.- 
place  alone  with  the  agent.  Lucinda  occasion- 
ally had  a  spasm  of  financial  prudence,  and 
one  came  along  now.  Peleg  had  time  to  run 
out  and  see  the  place  after  his  work  was  done, 
and  if  it  proved  "  impossible,''  there  would 
be  Lucinda's  fare  saved.  So  Peleg  did  the 
hunting,  and  reported  iu  detail  at  home.  He 
drew  a  diagram  of  the  house  (which  he  didn't 
like),  and  of  the  land  (which  he  didn't  like), 
and  of  the  barn  and  hen  houses  (which  he 
didn't  like),  and  told  of  the  distance  from 
everything  (which  he  didn't  like),  and  then  he 
sat  and  looked  pensive, until  Lucinda  in(|uircd 
what  he  was  thinking  of ,  wheieupon  it  tran- 
spired that  he  was  trying  to  make  up  his 
mind  that  perhaps  they  ought  to  go  to  this 
place,  and  make  the  best  of  it.  This  idea 
moved  Lucinda  to  laughter. 

"  Don't  you  waste  any  more  time  thinking 
that,''  she  said.  "  Why,  you  dear  hoy,  we 
aren't  looking  for  a  place  to  do  penance  in, 
but  for  a  pleasant  home.  If  we  can't  find  it, 
why,  we  can't;  but  we  wou't  take  up  with 
the  first  disagreeable  old  thing  we  come  to." 

Whereat  Peleg  brightened  up  immediately, 
and  confessed  that  it  really  did  make  him 
homesick  to  look  at  the  place,  and  it  was  a 
great  relief  not  to  consider  it. 

Next,  they  found  an  "ad."  in  one  of  the 
papers  which  read  well.  The  place  was  very 
low  in  price,  only  §1750,  with  fourteen  acres 
of  land  and  a  five  I'oom  house.  Pe!eg  inter- 
viewed the  agent. 

"  This  really  sounds  promising,"  he  said,  at 

home.    "  It  is  at  O  ,  and  almost  light 

across  the  river  from  the  Smashed  Grit  Poul- 
try Yards." 
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A  .-uljtlued  chuckle  of  pleiisuro  greeted 
Uiese  words,  for  tbut  was  a  direction  which 
the  family  liked. 

"1  tbiuk  you  had  better  go  and  look  at  it  at 
oticc,"  Pelcj;  went  on.  "There  is  no  liarii, 
liiit  if  it  is  otherwise  what  we  want,  it  is  low 
,   enough  in  i)rice  for  us  to  put  up  with  that." 

"The  house  is  evidently  very  small,  too," 
rejoined  Lucinda,  "but,  again,  the  price 
would  balance  that,  somewhat."  So  she 
prepared  for  her  lirst  farm  hunt. 

J>he  went  alone,  and  was  told  to  inquire  for 
the  llylo  estate,  adjoining  Colonel  Farr's  big 
place.  It  all  sountled  well.  After  awhile  she 
reached  the  spot,  but  no  house  was  visible, 
and  no  fences  except  Colonel  Farr's  hedges. 

"  It  will  be  a  very  small  idace,"  she  said, 
and  looked  around  microsci  .  aily. 

Iler  eyes  lit  on  a  vine  covered  bower  of 
various  sized  hen  houses,  and  finally  made 
out  that  the  central  one  was  probably  a 
human  dwelling.   First  shock. 

"It  is  inipos.sible;  we  couldn't  live  there," 
thought  she;  "  but  T  will  not  go  home  without 
seeing  the  i)lace,  so  long  as  I'm  here." 

She  succeeded  in  arousing  a  large  pleasant 
appearing  Irish  woman,  who  suspended  her 
washtub  operations,  and  listened  to  Lucinda's 
questions. 

"■\Vhich  llylo  i)lace  be  you  nieanin'?"  she 
asked,  wonderingly.  "  'Most  all  the  land 
round  here  is  one  or  other  of  "em.'" 

This  staggered  Lucinda.  Her  information 
was  meagre. 

"  It  is  a  fourteen  and  a  half  acre  place," 
she  began,  hesitatingly. 

"  Oh,  yes,"  said  the  woman,  encouragingly, 
and  waving  a  wrung  out  garment  around, 
comprehensively.  "  Yes,  this  is  it,  right  hci-c. 
All  round  here.  You  can  look  at  it  if  you 
want  to." 

Lucinda  ventured  to  a>k  if  there  was  a 
house  with  the  premises. 

"Oh,  no,"  said  the  woman,  decidedly. 
"  There  ain't  no  house." 

Lucinda  thanked  her,  and  wandered  away, 
wondering  if  she  could  guess  at  aliout  four- 
teen and  a  half  acres  of  laml,  when  a  voice 
behind  her  yelled,  "  Hi  I  " 

She  turned,  and  saw  the  woman  waving  a 
towel  at  her,  while  a  man  advanced. 

"  He'll  show  you  round  if  you  be  willin'," 
shouted  the  woman. 

Lucinda  called  her  thanks,  and  the  man 
proceeded  to  do  the  honors  of  the  place.  She 
had  had  no  idea  that  fourteen  acres  covered 
so  much  territory.  Her  inventory  of  the 
neighborhood  was  not  encouraging,  and 
looked  more  "  impossible  "  every  uiinute. 

Her  escort  stopped  suddenly  in  the  middle 
of  a  field,  and  explained  at  great  length- how 
he  had  recently  fallen  from  a  carriage  and  hit 
across  his  eyes. 

"  They  say  black  eyes  are  the  sign  of  a 
blackguard,"  he  I'emarked,  in  conclusion, 
'■  but  if  y'  knew  me  better  y'd  know  I'm  not 
that;  but  1  feel  that  I  must  apologize  to  the 
likes  of  y'  for  escorting  y'  round." 

Lucinda  hastily  expressed  her  appreciation 
of  his  kindness,  and  assured  him  that  she  had 
not  noticed  any  trouble  with  his  eyes;  her 
opinion  of  his  nose  she  reserved.  But  the 
subject  would  not  down,  and  they  traveled 
around  to  the  tune  of  his  distress  that  his  eyes 
looked  so,  and  that  although  under  most  cir- 
cumstances he  considered  himself  the  equal 
of  anyone,  he  was  troubled  on  this  occasion, 
jtresumably,  by  the  aforesaid  eyes.  He  wished 
to  sell  her  a  place  of  his  own  right  along 
there:  informing  her,  however,  that  he  would 
raiher  not  show  her  through  the  house  ami 
barn  unless  she  insisted,  (which  shedidn't)  as 
he  had  rented  the  jilace  to  a  couple  of  "  for- 
eigners" who  were  quarrelsome,  and  didn't 
take  good  care  of  it,  and  weren't  at  all  desir- 
:ible  to  him. 

His  astonishment  over  "a  lady's"  coming 
out  to  look  at  a  farm  also  required  frequent 
expression. 

"  And  y'  came  way  out  from  lioston  here, 
just  to  look  at  a  farm?"  he  said,  for  the 
dozenth  time.  "  Well,  that's  what  I  call 
courage.  That's  a  long  way  for  a  lady  to 
come.'' 

"  Is  Mr.  Leatherstocking's  place  near  here, 
across  the  river?"  she  inquired. 

"  Come  right  along  here,  and  I  can  show  it 
to  you,"  he  answered,  eagerly.  "  Do  y'  know- 
Mr.  Leatherstocking?  ■' 

Lucinda  acknowledged  the  acijuuifltunce- 
ship  with  pride. 


"  Well,  now,"  continued  he,  "  Mr.  Leather- 
stocking— nice  place.  AVhy,  he's  done  it  just 
about  all  with  his  hens.  When  he  lirst  come 
here  he  didn't  amount  to  much  —  oh.  no,  he 
iliiln't  amount  to  anything." 

(This  was  so  funny,  Lucinda  found  it  hard 
to  keep  her  face  grave). 

"  If  you  become  lorutt  il  here,"  said  her 
escort,  at  parting,  "  I  hope  y'll  know  me 
better." 

"If  we  do,  we  itrobably  shall,"  returned 
Lucinda,  ambiguously. 

She  went  around  to  Mr.  Lealherstocking's, 
,  and  had  her  suspicions  of  the  neighborhood 
she  had  been  examining  confirmed.  He  went 
with  her  to  re-examine  it,  and  said,  firmly  : 

'■  You  go  home  and  tell  Teleg  it  is  a  terribly 
homesick  place,  and  won't  do  at  all." 

Which  she  did. 

Next,  she  and  Peleg  occupied  a  Saturday 
afternoon  at  S  ,  the  health  spot  of  Massa- 
chusetts. The  agent  turned  them  over  to  the 
care  of  his  man,  Sandy,  who  stowed  them 
into  a  carriage  and  drove  oil'  with  them. 
Sandy  was  a  pleasant  man,  and  knew  every- 
thing and  everybody  in  that  region.  He  was 
to  show  them  places  in  dilTerent  directions 
before  he  left  them,  but  each  farm  they  were 
to  look  at  was  two  and  one-haff  miles  from 
S  depot. 

No.  1  consisted  of  about  nuic  acres.  The 
air  was  certainly  delightful,  and  Lucinda  had 
hopes  of  something  tine;  but  when  they  came 
in  full  sight  of  the  house,  her  heart  dropped 
w-ith  that  "  dull  thud  ''  so  dear  to  the  average 
reporter.  It  was  about  as  targe  as  a  dry 
goods  box,  and  of  the  same  order  of  architec- 
ture. (This  refers  not  to  the  heart,  nor  the 
thud,  but  the  house).  It  had  been  carelessly 
left  out'in  the  rain  until  the  boards  had  turned 
gray.  Four  windows  in  its  front  gazed  at 
one  blankly,  and  there  was  a  front  door  at 
each  end  — for  it  had  "been  built  for  two 
families,"  Sandy  said.  He  also  said  he 
thought  they  could  get  in  if  they  would  like 
to  go  through,,  it.  Peleg  looked  to  Lucintla, 
and  when  she  announced  that  she  was  satisfied 
to  look  at  the  outside,  as  it  was  evidently  easy 
to  tell  how  it  was  planned,  he  was  quite 
astounded  —  for  one  of  Lucinda's  hobbies  was 
a  liking  to  examine  houses.  Sandy  expatiated 
upon  the  fine  land,  and  the  fact  that  it  backed 
up  to  the  big  summer  hotel  where  everything 
they  could  produce  would  be  bought,  but  they 
listened  in  silence.  Both  of  them  had  a  bit- 
terly homesick  feeling,  which  did  not  decrease 
as  they  observed  the  style  of  dwellings  in  the 
little  hamlets  through  which  they  passed. 

Once  they  stopped  and  looked  at  a  thirteen 
acre  place,  owned  by  a  Norse  gentleman  and 
his  wife,  and  nice  appearing  people  they  were. 
Upon  invitation  they  descended '  and  went 
through  the  house,  which  was  very  tiny. 
Downstairs  were  parlor  and  kitchen  ;  upstairs 
two  minute  chambers;  a  step  ladder  went 
upstairs,  and  another  down  cellar.  The 
parlor  boasted  an  infinitesimal  bay  window, 
and  two  vivid  portraits  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Norse 
which  did  not  in  the  least  Ibitter  those  worthy 
])eople.  There  was  a  sofa,  also,  though  how 
it  was  ever  moved  in  was  a  conundrum  ;  and 
it  stood  very  low,  leaving  the  effect  in 
Lucinda's  memory  of  its  trying  to  shrink  into 
itself  and  withdraw  into  the  cellar  to  get  out 
of  the  way. 

Sandy  told  them  the  story  of  the  owner,  as 
they  drove  olF.  He  (the  Norseman)  had 
moved  to  the  place  about  eighi  years  previous. 
He  had  about  $100  saved,  and  bought  this 
farm  for  $7.5  down.  Since  then  he  had  paid 
for  it  in  full,  and  recently  had  olfcred  $4000 
cash  for  another  place.  Peleg  and  Lucinda 
bowed  with  sincere  respect  to  the  thrift  and 
industry  of  Mr.  Norse,  but  mentally  acknowl- 
edged their  inability  to  compete  with  him. 

Later,  they  looked  at  a  twenty-seven  acre 
farm,  an<l  such  was  the  effect  of  what  they 
had  been  through  that  they  really  thought 
this  house  quite  presentable,  because  there 
was  some  size  lo  it,  although  still  quite  of  the 
dry  goods  box  order.  Sandy  wouldn't  allow 
them  to  examine  it,  however,  because  the 
occupant  was  such  a  bad  housekeeper;  and 
the  adjoining  place  of  six  acres  Peleg  was 
about  ready  to  settle  upon  at  once,  because  it 
looked  rather  tidy,  and  the  paint  had  not  quite 
peeled  otVthe  house. 

He  restrained  himself  — for,  as  they  had 
found  by  watching  the  roads,  if  any  one  of 
these  places  was  taken  it  meant  a  horse  anil 
carriage  at  once.   Of  course  they  expected  to 


have  such  a  team,  sometime,  when  they  had 
grown  to  it,  ami  were  more  used  to  farm 
animals;  unless  automobiles  became  identi- 
(ul  enough  meanwhile  to  be  made  a  siili>litute. 
I'eleg  was  a  line  electrician,  but  a  poor  horse- 
man ;  Lucinda  \vas  absolutely  ignorant  of  the 
subject,  and  the  Heir,  while  showing  promise 
in  that  direction,  seemed  a  trifle  young  to 
have  the  whole  responsibility  of  a  noble 
steed  put  ui)on  him  suddenly.  Hesides,  they 
wanted  the  nnmey  for  their  piniltry  ;  so  they 
decided  to  avoid  i)laees  where  a  team  would 
be  11  necessity  from  the  start,  ami  shook  the 

dust  of  S  from  their  feet,  although  snill- 

ing  the  air  with  delight. 

•'Dill  I  ever  think  this  house  a  small  ami 
poorly  built  afl'air?"  ex(lainied  Lucinda,  as 
they  approached  their  iiresent  residence,  that 
evening.  "It  is  palatial  —  positively  palatini 
—  and  how  vcri/  solid." 

Indeed,  many  times  they  were  tempted  to 
cry  out,  "  Oh,  let's  settle  down  here  a  while 
longer,''  but  acknowledged  even  at  the  sanu^ 
moment  that  that  was  out  of  the  question, 
and  not  at  all  what  they  wanted;  so  the  hunt 
went  on,  slowly  and  painfully. 

iMeanwhile,  their  ideas  became  accordion- 
like, and  expanded  or  contracted  quaveringly, 
with  varying  moods.  They  became  ready, 
other  things  i)eing  satisiactory,  to  take  a  six 
acre  farm  or  a  thirty  acre  one,  as  the  case 
might  be;  they  were  willing  to  lease,  or  buy, 
or  lease  with  the  jjrivilege  of  buying,  accord- 
ing to  terms  and  desirability.  One  i)lace  they 
really  thoughtof  renting,  although  it  had  only 
four  or  five  acres  of  laud,  the  water  was 
])oor,  and  the  cellar  damp  at  times,— things 
against  which  they  had  set  their  faces  like 
Hint,  at  first;  but  when  in(|uiries  were  made, 
it  was  found  that  the  i)la('e  had  just  been  sold. 

j\Ir.  Leatherstocking  most  kimlly  sent  them 
two  very  attractive  advertisements,  seen  and 
clipped  by  him.  These  Peleg  investigated. 
The  first  was  found  to  be  a  very  fine  piece  of 
land,  with  buildings  of  a  "hog  pen''  style  and 
condition  upon  it.  Even  the  agent  was 
cynical  over  them.  The  second  had  been 
"  withdrawn  from  the  market  by  the  owner  " 
on  the  day  Peleg  called  upon  the  agent  in 
regard  to  it. 

Once  Peleg  strayed  into  an  agency,  and  was 
handed  the  photograph  of  a  house  to  examine, 
and  these  were  his  thoughts  : 

First  minute,  (hopefully),  "AVhy,  that's  not 
a  bad  looking  place.  Perhaps  it  would  be  a 
good  idea  to  go  and  see  it." 

Second  minute,  (reflectively),  "There  cer- 
tainly is  something  familiar  about  that.  What 
can  it  remind  me  of  ?" 

Third  minute,  (suddenly),  "  By  jove,  that's 

the  very  place  I  looked  at  at  M  ,  that  made 

me  so  homesick."   Exit  Peleg. 

Note  :  The  point  of  view  of  the  photograph 
was  the  same  from  which  Peleg  first  saw  the 
house,  on  his  trip. 

Moral :  Even  the  honest  camera  is  capable 
of  flattery. 

About  this  time  Lucinda  developed  a  strong 
(almost  violent)  distaste  for  looking  at  real 
estate  "ads. :"  and  one  day  she  "  read  the  riot 
act,"  as  Peleg  says. 

"  It  begins  to  .seem  as  though  they  all  said 
the  same  thing,"  she  apologized  to  Peleg.  "  1 
feel  as  if  I  had  examined  two  hundred 
farms,  and  read  six  thousand  advertisements, 
although  my  reason  tells  me  that  the  one 
is  nearer  a  simple  dozen,  and  the  other  pos- 
sibly two  hundred  and  fifty." 

"  Y'ou  know  we  have  been  so  busy  lately, 
besides  our  farm  hunting,"  she  went  on,  "and 
I  am  just  about  exhaustetl  with  it  all.  You 
don't  have  anytime  but  Saturday  afternoon, 
and  I  can't  leave  those  cliii-keiis  without 
a  special  ell'ort.  Now,  in  about  two  weeks 
the  Heir's  school  will  close,  and  then  I  can  go 
at  any  time,  and  leave  him  in  charge.  Sup- 
pose we  drop  the  subject  till  then,  and  wait- 
ing for  that  time  will  rest  me  so  1  can  go  at  it 
again  with  fresh  vigor  and  interest.  We  can 
put  '  ads.'  in  local  papers  then,  as  a  friend 
suggested,  and  attend  to  any  answers 
promptly;  and  I  can  make  a  business  of 
looking  at  anything  an  agent  wants  to  show 
us.  1  know  that  somewhere  there  must  be 
pleasant  and  suitable  places,  although  they 
art;  hard  to  find;  but  my  present  state  of 
mind  isn't  equal  to  going  on  further  till  I've 
had  a  rest." 

Peleg  applauded  this  suggestion  as  a  marvel 
of  good  judgment — consequently  they  are 
now  resting  temporarily.  It  is  only  a  respite, 
for  the  need  remains,  and  must  be  *"  t.ickled  " 
as  soon  as  circumstances  are  favorable — but 
the  interim  is  reawakening  their  interest  in 
the  subject,  and  they  will  return  to  the  frav, 
refreshed,  and  eager  to  find  "^ust  what  they 
want," 


''Pnde  Goeth 


"Before  a  Fall 


Pome  proud  people  think  they  arc  strong, 
riilicule  the  idea  iif  disease,  neglect  lieallli, 
let  the  blood  run  down,  and  stdmacli,  kid- 
neys and  liver  become  deranged.  Don't  be 
foolish  about  your  health.  Take  Hood's  Sar- 
saparilla  and  you  will  i>revent  the  fall  and 
save  your  pride.   Get  Hood's  because 

^ feeds  ff^lj^f^^ 


BREEOi  STOCK 

For  Sale. 

IlavliiK  llnlsliL'il  lialelilii;;  fur  (his  seiiuoii,  I  will  sell 
llii'  Miii'k  I  liiivc  liri'il  rniiii  In  lols  to  suit,  Musi  liu 
s4j1i1  lo  iiKiU(.'  TMom  for  llir  yoitn^'.;Icrs. 

Barred  Plymouth  Rocks, 

(lirowii  Kk;.'  Slraln;  "lite  llu^lm•ss  fuwl  »if  the 
llHli  ct'iilury)." 

White  Wyandottes, 

(Itnuvii  K).'^'.  I'rolHlc  I.iiyliiK  •'■lork). 

A,  F.  HUNTER, 

South  Natick,  Mass. 


"210  EGG  STRAIN" 

White  "Wyandottes. 

Hrecl  for  iiUlliy.  riillfts  ot  lliis  str.iln  niatiiie  vhm 
tii'e  months  old,  are  of  standard  weight,  and  have  arer- 
atjed  210  brown  egijs  her  year. 

Vtgorous  cockerels  for  sale  afloi'  S<*pteni1)t'r  1st. 

F.  K.  WOODS, 

Formerly  at  N;Ulck.  IMaiislield  ,  j'MasH. 

REMINGTON'S  ~ 

BLACK  LANGSHANS. 

As  tlie  sp.isoii  Is  now  emicd,  1  will  sell  a  few  of  niy 
tills  season's  breeders  to  make  room  for  yoiin;^  slock, 
:it  reasonable  prices,  Young  slock  for  salt*  after 
September  1st. 

.T.  S.  KEMINGTON, 
P.O.Box  l?.<i.  (Jreeiiville,  J{.  I. 

RAYMOND'S 


WIIITI 
HUFF 


Wyandottes 


.sil.VKll 
CiOI.DKN 


Are  ^'i-eal  layers  as  well  as  I'KIZK  WINNKKS, 
and  liave  rich  yellow  le).'S  and  corrc  el  plumage. 
A  (ew  line  yearlliip  lireeilc'rs,  Sl.fiO  and  S2  eacli. 

WILL  H.  liAYHIONl), 
TioxOSi;,      Central  Falls,  K.  I. 

Bailey's 
ROWN  LEGHORNS. 

\olcd  layers,  prize  winners,  and  non-sltlers. 

J.  A.  J5AILKY, 
No.  738  Mill  .St.,  Denver,  <;<>lo. 

Lice  on 
Poultry? 

15y  use  the  fact  is  established  that  our 
Specific  No.  2  frees  poultry  of  vermin. 
Prevents  and  cures  roup  and  gapes. 
Applied  by  sprinkling  in  closed  houses. 
.Send  for  free  booklet  and  testimonials. 

ANIHAL  GERHICIDE  COHPANY, 
159  Chambers  Street,  New  York. 


DJiCKKK'S  NOVKLTY  LKG  I'.AND.S, 

for  poultry  and  iil;.'eons.  I'enna- 
j  nenl  success;  live  years  in  use;  a 
beautiful  band  for  the  show  romi;. 
I  Marked  wliii  any.  tellers  ui  nniii- 
'bersyou  wish.  For pedi;.'iee breed- 
Inn  we  make  sizes  lo  carry  clilcks 
from  shell  lo  matiirilv.  liriil^'i- 
;)ort.  Conn.— It  is  Hie  bnlv  bai  il  I 
have  had  ihal  Is  sure  lf>  stav  on. 
—  \\.E.  rioWE.  When  orderlnu  mention  breed. 
Price.  25  ets.  periloz.;  40cis  for  two  doz. :  $1 .2^  per  ](io 
SeuUforclr.     W.  J.  DECiiliK  &  CO.,  LtoDla,  N.J.' 
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K^rm;=  Poultry 


August  1 


Poultry  Notes. 

There  is  a  iiialaJy  connected  with  the  ben 
business  which  as  yet,  to  my  knowledge,  has 
not  been  diagnosed.  It  is  the  inclination  to 
.  possess  all  the  bens  on  earth  as  soon  as  we 
bec^oine  interested.  Just  as  well  try  to  lieep  a 
thousand  hogs  as  a  thousand  hens,  when  only 
accomuiodations  for  fifty  are  in  sight.  To 
keep  .1  large  liock  of  hens  is  an  art  that  can 
only  be  acquired  l>y  experience.  No  one  can 
tell  you  bow  it  is  done  to  the  extent  that  you 
can  succeed  without  experience.  AVhen  you 
desire  to  handle  a  thousand  hens  or  more, 
make  up  your  mind  that  to  do  this  your  whole 
attention  must  be  given  to  it  fi'om  daylight 
to  dark,  and  not  a  moment  left  for  aught 
besides. 

*  ♦   *  * 

The  most  important '  factor  for  handling 
bens  on  the  farm  is  the  house  for  their  accom- 
modation. Any  old  shed  will  not  do,  for  the 
reason  that  eggs  in  winter  are  the  eggs  that 
pay,  and  to  assure  their  production  the  heu 
must  be  protected  from  the  cold,  Itecause  the 
food  she  consumes  must  go  to  sustain  life 
first,  heat  second,  fat  and  eggs  the  last  con- 
sideration. Like  the  cow  that  stands  all 
night  on  the  warm  side  of  the  wagon  shed,  if 
the  night  is  raw  and  cold  her  milk  supply  is 
short  in  the  morning.  The  same  with  the 
hen;  if  her  surroundings  are  such  that  her 
food  consumption  is  exhausted  in  providing 
life  and  heat,  the  egg  supply  must  sufl'or. 
Her  fjuarters  must  be  a  comfortable  shelter 
from  wiml,  rain,  and  cold  —  not  pretentious, 
but  ])lain  and  comfortable.  If  one  hundred 
hens  are  kept,  what  is  called  a  double  house, 
with  an  open  run  on  either  end,  is  the  best. 
Under  no  conditions  should  more  than  fifty 
'hens  be  kept  in  any  house  for  the  best  results. 
It  is  done,  and  can  be  done,  but  never  with 
the  best  results.  "Why  a  large  colony  of  hens 
cannot  and  do  not  prosper,  can  only  be 
explained  by  saying,  like  three  in  a  bed,  they 
are  too  thick  to  thrive. 

«  *   »  « 

Xext  to  the  proper  housing  comes  the 
secret  of  all  success,  cleanliness.  Don't 
think  for  a  moment  that  cleaning  out  in  the 
fall  and  spring  will  do;  the  hen  house  must  be 
kept  just  as  clean  as  the  cow  barn  or  stable. 
The  same  attention  should  be  given  to  the 
nest  box  as  to  milk  pan  or  crock.  The  hen 
house  and  roost  should  be  as  free  from  vermin 
as  our  bed  or  bed  chamber.  Xo  more  reason 
for  the  presence  of  the  heu  louse  on  fowl  or 
about  the  hen  house  than  for  bedbugs  in  our 
bed  ;  both  come  from  the  same  cause,  namely, 
neglect,  or  lack  of  attention. 

*  •  «  * 

When  properly  housed  and  looked  after, 
the  production  of  eggs  in  the  greatest  number 
is  in  order,  presuming  you  have  the  properly 
constructed  house  with  covered  run  or 
scratching  shed,  and  from  thirty-five  to  fifty 
pullets  that  arc  fully  matured  and  ready  to 
lay.  As  ^<ovember  comes  round  these  hens 
should  be  bandied  for  the  best  results;  the 
scratching  shed  should  be  filled  during  Sep- 
tember with  fresh  earth  dug  from  top  soil  that 
has  the  young  sod  or  grass  upon  it.  My 
reason  for  preferring  this  is  that  when 
removed  in  the  spring  or  early  summer  It  is 
the  equal  of  any  high  class  fertilizer  for  use 
on  your  laud.  It  is  simply  thoroughly 
enriched  top  soil  returned  to  your  farm,  con- 
taining neither  sand,  lime,  nor  ashes,  none  of 
which  may  be  needed  in  your  yard. 

«  •   •  • 

In  fattening  our  stock  for  market,  we  must 
study  the  methods  of  feeding  which  will  pro- 
duce the  greatest  amount  of  weight  with  the 
least  amount  of  food,  and  within  the  shortest 
fossible  time.  If  handling  cows  for  dairy 
purposes,  when  quanty  of  milk  is  desired, 
such  food  must  be  fed  to  the  stock  as  will 
induce  a  good  milk  supply  at  a  minimum  cost ; 
when  butter  is  the  object  such  ration  must  be 
constructed  as  will  create  the  greatest  obtain- 
able per  cent  of  butter  fat  within  the  milk. 
AH  these  matters  of  what  many  call  the 
farmers'  business  have  our  full  attention,  but 
the  heu  is  left  quite  often  to  shift  for  herself, 
as  a  side  show,  for  any  time  attention,  and  as 
one  farmer  is  quoted  in  one  of  our  journals  as 
saying,  "1  don't  bother  with  chickens;  the 
old  woman  and  girls  see  to  them ;  'tis  too  small 
business  for  me."  This  man  evidently  had 
not  found  out  that  the  poultry  and  egg  inter- 
est of  our  land  showed  a  larger  pro  rata 
annual  value  than  either  the  hog  or  sheep 
business. —  liiiral  IKofW,  England. 


Dissatisfied    Buyers   uiid  Careless 
Producers. 

WrittPn  for  Faiim-Poultby. 

Buying  eggs  for  hatching  is  much  like  a 
lottery,  in  the  fact  that  one  buys  chances  in 
an  uncertainty,  and  runs  chances  on  getting 
anything  out  of  his  investment;  and  this  very 
fact  makes  it  one  of  the  easiest  things  in  the 
world  for  frauds  to  spring  up  in  any  number; 
but,  as  the  seller  is  also  and  in  the  very 
nature  of  things,  at  the  mercy  of  any  distant 
customer  who  pleases  to  cry  "  stop  thief " 
when  there  is  no  thief,  perhaps  the  "chances" 
are  about  equal. 

Since  it  is  true  that  there  are  difiiculties  in 
the  business  that  can  scarcely  be  overcome, 
because  inherent  in  the  nature  of  the  com- 
modity, we  are  bound  by  all  the  laws  of 
common  sense  and  of  justice,  to  take  especial 
pains  to  make  no  cause  for  complaint  in 
matters  which  are  within  our  control.  In 
the  article  on,  "  Why  They  Don't  Buy,"' 
(p.  253,  .July  1st  issue),  it  seems  to  me  that 
the  first  case  was  a  plain  instance  of  fraudu- 
lent holding  of  another  i)erson's  money,  while 
the  second  was  one  of  criminal  carelessness, 
or  an  almost  equally  notable  lack  of  good 
sense.  I  believe  dealers  like  the  first  should 
be  published  in  the  papers  in  which  they 
advertise,  by  name.  Is  or  is  the  same  treat- 
ment any  too  severe  for  the  second,  because 
of  the  careless  handling  of  what,  when  the 
money  for  it  is  once  in  hand,  has  thereby 
become  another  person's  property. 

Of  course  I  do  not  fail  to  see  that  the  pub- 
lisher of  any  paper  has  a  duty  toward  his 
advertisers,  nor  that  he  must  exercise  extreme 
care  that  injustice  be  not  done  these  through 
the  complaint  of  some  ignorant  or  even  tricky 
customer ;  but,  there  is  a  point  here  not  gener- 
ally noticed,  which  should  far  more  than 
compensate  for  any  temporary  injustice  of 
this  sort.  Fakm-Poultry  itself  touches  it 
in  a  brief  note  in  the  same  issue,  which 
begins:  "  An  active  enemy  is  a  fine  advertise- 
ment." I  don't  know  that  I  should  be  willing 
to  back  this  assertion,  wholly,  as  it  stands; 
but,  to  have  been  published  as  a  fraud  by 
some  enemy  who  could  not  prove  his  state- 
ments, and  to  be  able  to  vindicate  one's  self 
before  the  whole  poultry  world,  and  inciden- 
tally to  get  advertising  that  it  would  cost  hun- 
dreds of  dollars  to  pay  for  in  regular  columns 
at  regular  rates,  does  not  seem  to  me  to  be  by 
any  means  an  unmitigated  trial. 

A  few  days  ago  1  heard  the  story  privately, 
of  a  matter  of  this  sort,  that  took  up  some 
little  space  in  one  of  the  poultry  papers  some 
years  back.  The  case  was  as  follows :  A 
thriving  and  scrupulous  farmer,  a  man  of 
probity  and,  usually,  of  astuteness,  became 
well  interested  in,  and  rather  successful  with 
fancy  poultry,  and  essayed  advertising  his 
stock  and  eggs  for  hatching.  Customers 
began  to  come  in,  and  things  went  nicely,  till 
one  day  he  received  a  pretty  good  order  for 
e*gs,  but  without  any  address.  The  editor 
knows  how  to  sympathize  with  him  as  he 
waited  for  the  letter  of  berating  which  was 
reasonably  sure  to  follow,  and  which  might 
supply  that  lacking  adilress,  and  enable  him 
to  perform  his  part  of  the  transaction.  To 
his  surprise,  no  such  letter  came,  and  a  few 
weeks  later  this  surprise  was  augmented  and 
turned  to  indignation  at  finding  himself  pub- 
lished by  name  as  a  swindler,  on  the  strength 
of  his  not  having  sent  the  eggs  called  for  in 
the  imperfect  order.  It  seems  incredible  that 
neither  customer  nor  publisher  gave  him  the 
benefit  of  any  doubt,  or  any  chance  to  vindi- 
cate himself  before  taking  the  extreme  step, 
but  such  was  the  fact.  Having  the  incomplete 
letter  in  his  possession^  he  was  eualdcd  to  con- 
vince the  pul)lisher  advertising  him  that  the 
fault  lay  with  the  careless  and  hasty  customer, 
and  the  matter  was  publicly  righted;  but  the 
attair  had  so  sickened  him  of  the  whole  busi- 
ness that  he  drew  out,  and  never  ottered 
another  sitting  of  fancy  eggs  through  the 
public  print.  It  seems  to  me  that  this  was 
the  biggest  mistake  of  his  life;  for,  with  no 
ellbrt  of  his  own,  he  had  been  very  fully 
advertised,  and  in  such  a  way  that  all  the 
advantage  lay  with  himseJf.  If  he  had  been 
as  quick  to  see  and  grasp  an  advantage  as 
some  men,  he  might  have  commanded  success 
from  that  day  forward  ;  but  he  was  too  sensi- 
tive, and  it  galled  him  to  feel  his  good  name 


thus  at  public  mercy  —  and  thus  the  poultry 
world  has  never  since  seen  that  name  in  print. 

In  his  case,  the  customer  was  conspicuously 
at  fault;  not  so  conspicuously,  but  in  degree, 
it  seems  to  me,  are  many  customers  at  fault, 
even  when  they  are  wholly  sure  they  are  all 
right.  The  western  man,  in  .July  issue,  by 
some  mental  process  of  his  own,  unfounded 
on  right  or  justice,  but  due  to  human  frailty, 
gives  sweeping  criticism  to  eastern  breeders, 
because  he  was,  apparently,  swindled  by  two 
of  them.  It  is  in  no  sense  a  question  of  east 
or  west,  but  a  (juestion  of  honesty  or  dis- 
honesty in  m,en,  wherever  located.  To  decry 
eastern  breeders  as  a  whole  because  two  pi  e- 
sumably  dishonest  men  chanced  to  live  at  the 
east,  is  certainly  poor  common  sense,  aside 
from  the  injustice  of  the  wholesale  attack, 
lie  was  justly  incensed, — judging,  as  we 
must,  from  the  facts  presented  ;  but  that  is  an 
exceedingly  poor  reason  for  punishing  all  the 
honest  breeders  of  the  east,  especially  after 
the  lapse  of  a  year. 

A\'hen  there  is,  plainly,  justifiable  dis>alis- 
faction,  it  seems  to  me  that  a  buyer  who 
sufl'ers  from  advertisers  should  be  protected, 
and  that  publications  should,  for  their  own 
advantage,  compel  the  seller  to  refund  the 
money  in  case  the  facts  are  proved  to  be  as 
stated. 

In  the  case  of  the  Tennessee  buyer,  the  fault 
was  clearly  with  the  seller,  who  did  not  take 
even  reasonable  care  of  his  customer's  inter- 
ests. I'm  not  advocating  the  use  of  boxes,  or 
trying  to  shield  the  express  companies.  Per- 
haps both  are  partly  good  and  partly  evil,  like 
all  of  us;  but  it  is  by  no  means  necessary  to 
send  eggs  in  baskets  in  order  to  have  them 
received  in  good  order.  Some  of  the  very  best 
breeders  use  boxes  at  will,  and  send  eggs 
hundreds  of  miles  in  condition  to  hatch  in  the 
nineties  as  to  percentage.  I  do  not  say  that 
baskets  are  notjjetter  that  boxes,  but  I  do  say 
that  I  have  received  eggs  from  our  best 
breeders,  men  who  advertise  in  all  the  papers, 
who  do  a  first  class  honest  business,  and  men 
who  spend  all  that  is  necessary  to  have  things 
right.  These  eggs  came  in  boxes,  and  the  fact 
that  they  hatched  well  after  traveling  good 
distances,  proves  that  it  is  not  merely  the  use 
of  a  box  that  dubs  a  shipper  an  ignoramus  or 
a  cheat.  No  person  who  has  as  much  as 
carried  a  basket  of  eggs  to  market,  shouM  be 
guilty  of  so  foolish  and  careless  an  act  as  to 
nail  up  a  box  of  eggs,  especially  if  these  are 
valuable;  and  if  sold,  they  are  another's,  and 
the  responsibility  is  the  greater.  I  do  not 
believe  that  eggs  properly  packed  need  be 
broken,  even  in  nailing  a  box;  but  that  kind 
of  jarring  is  not  likely  to  help  them  —  besides 
which,  a  breeder  owes  it  to  himself  to  be  able 
to  prove  that  the  cause  of  damage  did  not  lie 
with  him.  Only  extreme  care  at  every  point 
can  insure  this. 

I  have  had  more  or  less  experience  extend- 
ing over  fifteen  years  in  dealing  with  poultry 
breeders  (eastern  breeders,  as  it  happens, 
every  one  of  them),  and  in  only  one  instance 
have  I  failed  to  get  a  good  hatch.  In  this 
instance  the  eggs  were  duplicated,  and  the 
new  lot  gave  a  hatch  of  nearly  ninety-five  per 
cent.  This  experience  has  certainly  not  led 
me  to  believe  that  either  the  methods  of  pack- 
ing or  the  facilities  for  transportation  are  very 
defective.  It  is  true,  however,  that  I  have 
usually  bought  of  long  established  breeders, 
who  have  learned  their  business  well.  In 
cases  where  there  is  trouble  over  the  shii)ment 
itself  either  of  eggs  or  of  stock,  I  am  inclined 
to  believe  that  a  little  more  knowledge  and 
care  on  the  part  of  the  seller,  and  a  little  more 
knowledge  and  charity  on  the  part  of  the 
buyer,  might  resolve  most  cases  of  "  fraud  "' 
into  thin  air.  31vra  ^■.  NoRYS. 


Farmers  who  have  kept  a  strict  account 
with  their  stock  say  that  a  pound  of  poultry 
can  be  grown  for  less  than  a  pound  of  pork; 
yet  the  laboring  man  who  has  to  buy-  both 
feels  that  be  cannot  afibrd  to  buy  poultry 
often,  as  it  costs  more  than  other  meats.  This 
leads  another  publication  to  lemark  that  the 
poultry  growing  business  may  be  much 
extended  before  the  market  will  be  over- 
stocked so  as  to  bring  the  price  down  to 
where  it  will  pay.  If  farmers  would  but  keep 
their  tables  supplied  with  this  inexpensive 
food  —  chickens  —  many  a  dollar  would  be 
saved.  The  butcher's  cart  is  an  expensive 
luxury. —  Maine  Farmer. 


Tbe  Hen  Says  Advertise. 

I  believe  it  would  pay  some  advertisers  to 
invest  twenty-five  cents  in  a  vigorous  old  hen, 
and  turn  her  loose  in  a  garden  lot,  and  then  sit 
on  the  fence  and  watch  her  operate.  They 
would  not  find  her  spending  a  week  or  two  in 
getting  ready  for  business.  She  would  not 
try  to  cover  the  whole  lot  at  one  time.  She 
would  not  wear  her  claws  out  trying  to  tear 
up  the  hardest  spot  she  could  find.  She 
would  not  stop  to  cackle  over  every  bug  she 
found,  and  let  it  get  away  from  her.  She 
would  not  look  around  for  applause  from  tbe 
galleries,  and  neglect  her  job.  She  would  not 
gather  all  the  bugs  she  could  find  in  a  heap, 
and  then  gorge  herself  with  them.  No;  she 
would  go  directly  to  where  tbe  "  bug  lietb." 
She  would  yank  him  out  and  swallow  him. 
From  the  nourishment  derived  from  this  bug 
she  would  be  able  to  scratch  a  little  hard"' 
for  the  next  one,  and  so  on. 

Now,  what  an  advertiser  would  learn  from 
an  old  hen  under  tbe»e  conditions  is  this:  H 
is  better  to  start  at  once  with  a  small  capital 
to  advertise,  than  to  sit  around  and  wait  for 
a  big  ca|iital.  Small  beginners  with  push, 
make  large  endings.  Instinct  and  common 
sense  would  enable  him  to  determine  where 
his  customers  ought  to  be  found.  He  need 
only  to  cover  such  territory  as  would  be  most 
likely  to  bring  him  gooil  returns.  He  should 
not  spend  his  money  that  he  might  be  classed 
as  a  large  advertiser.  Jlen  who  do  this  may 
be  good  "  producers  "  for  a  short  time,  but 
they  do  not  last  long.  Last,  but  not  least,  he 
would  learn  that  every  time  he  found  a  ''bug,' 
and  properly  masticated  it,  it  would  give  him 
strength  and  courage  to"  scratch  "'  for  others. 
This  incorporates  the  great  secret  of  success 
in  advertising.  I  doubt  if  today  there  is  one 
great  advertiser  in  this  country  who  did  not 
start  in  a  small  way,  and  double  and  treble 
and  quadruple  his  appropriations  as  returns 
came  in.  A  hint  to  the  wise  is  sufficient. — 
AfiricuUiind  Ad vn rt is: i nrj. 


A  Story  of  Sterility, 

SUFFERING  AND  RELIEF. 


[LETTER  TO  MRS.   PISiHAM   NO.  69,186] 

"  Dear  Mrs.  Pixkdam — ^Two  years 
ago  !  began  having'  such  dull,  heavy 
dragging  pains  in  mj'  ba-^k,  menses 
■were  profuse  and  painful,  and  was- 
troubled  was  leucorrhoea.  I  took 
patent  medicines  and  consulted  a  phy- 
sician, but  received  no  benefit  and 
could  not  become  pregnant.  Seeing 
one  of  your  books,  I  wrote  to  you  tell- 
ing you  my  troubles  and  asking  for 
advice.  You  answered  my  letter 
promptly  and  I  followed  the  directions 
faithfully,  and  derived  so  much  benefit 
that  I  cannot  praise  Lydia  E.  Pink- 
ham's  Vegetable  Compound  enough. 
I  now  find  myself  pregnant  and  have 
begun  its  use  again.  I  cannot  praise 
it  enough." — Mbs.  Coba  GrLsox,  Yates, 
MA>'ieTEE,  Mich. 


"Tonr  aiedicine  Worked  Wonders." 

"  I  had  been  sick  ever  since  my  mar- 
riage, seven  years  ago;  have  given 
birth  to  four  children,  and  had  two 
miscarriages.  I  had  falling  of  womb, 
leucorrhoea,  pains  in  back  and  legs; 
dyspepsia  and  a  nervous  trembling  of 
the  stomach.  Now  I  have  none  of  these 
troubles  and  can  enjoy  my  life.  Your 
medicine  has  worked  wonders  for 
me.  " — Mbs.  S.  Barnhabt,  New  Castlb, 
Pa. 


Fertile  Eggs. 

Wliito  Wvaailottes.  SI  iut  13:  f-5  per  llVi. 

Wliiti-  :iu.l  Kai  reil  I'lv.  Kucks.  $1  |)er  l.'i;  $0  per  10& 

S.  V.  \V.  L.  n..  SI  pi  r"  l.i:  So  per  MiK 

I'cvm  Ducks.  I?ankin.  $1  per  11  :  Sr.  per  V». 

TKICMPH  POIXTKY  FARM, 

3Ioi»tvale,  N.  J. 

GRIT.OYSTER  SHELLS,  AND  MEAT. 

Clieapi'st  and  lipst  on  tlif  market :  sen^i  for  prices. 
Fine  stuck  of  Thorougrlibre<l  Poultry.  Senator 
li>st.   Can  please  all  in  l  illier  snppiii-s  or  siork. 
D.  LINCOLN  OKK,  r>o.x  1.  Orr's  MiU»,  X.  y. 
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FARM  and  STOCK 


FOR  SALE. 

OwlnRto  ronllniioil  Ml  lunlili  I  Imvu  iIcuIiIckI  to  sell  niv  fiiriii.  Block,  anil  Die  (joinl  w  ill  nf  ilii-  hiisliioRR,  and 
tills  siilu  iillVrs  II  Kiiml  i>|>|iiii'liiiilly  for  soiiu-  one  to  uc<|uiri.'  a  wiMI  I'sliilillslii'il  piiiilli  y  liUhliiifB,  with  farm  all 
sloi'ki'il,  anil  rvcrylliloK  In  coiiiiilc  tc  runnhii.'  ordi  r. 

Tin'  farm  t'onslsis  of  :1<I  aiTt  s  of  i-ihiiI  hmil  snitalily  iIIvUUmI;  Rlliiati'<l  In  Ihc  Cliarlcs  Klycr  valley,  onc-lialf 
niU<*  frtini  Son  III  Nalli'k  vllla^^r.  postoilln*.  s  tori's,  I'liti  rr  lii's,  srliool,  inilillr  llhrnrv  ami  I'lcrlrlr  cjws  :  two  mill's 
from  WelU'.sUy  ('olli';;i',  iwo  anJ  a  half  inili's  fioni  Willi'sli'y  and  Nalirk  di'imis  (Itosioii  and  Alliany  It.  1!.) 
and  saiiK'  illslain'i'  from  Slirrliorn  drpol  on  N.  Y.,  N.  II.  &  11.  U,  It.:  Wullcalcy  Is  l.'>  mlli's  from  lloston,  H  ui  ut, 
fail's. 

The  Farm  Buildings 

Ari'  m  arly  ni-w  dwelling  lionsr  of  I'.'  r.npiii';.  (s  rooms  livatod  by  liot  water  Iienlcr).  hndi  room,  not  tuba  In 
Kili'hrn,  rtt'..  and  11  lu'  di'>'  I'l'mrn I rd  I'l  llar.  It.-trn  .'Ui  .\  4.0  fret,  olaplioaiili'd  and  paliued,  tine  dry  basement  under 
whole,  tarrlatre  shed  adJuiiilUK ;  harn  w  ell  lUli  d  with  hay. 

Three  Long  Poultry  Houses, 

Wooiii  for  •"'■'I'  lira<l  of  In;;  ^t<l('k  :  orir  loit;.'  aixl  7  small  hrundi-i'  Ixmix-n,  ((-a|ia<'ily  I'JOO  chicUcnK),  itnil 
tw4*nly  I'tTp-o'-Day  (Mit  door  hnmilurs ;  riKik  Imusr  l(t  x 'J4  ft.  two  slorlfs  ari<l  rtnii  cfllar  buiK'utli ;  liiciilmltM' 
c(;llai'''2-l  X  1",  with  M  incitliatnrs.        v^ifis  oiipaclly  ;  *'  A  "  roopH.  ronstliip  (  ii'-.  i-ir.  i-lc. 

.Slin'k  now  c<m.slsls  of  abniil  ;fHi  IiimkI  yi-aruM  W'hilc  Wyaiirlotit' and  Harnil  ]'.  itm-k  \ifU^  and  rocks,  mii-  pen 
Bull'  Wyjinduilc's,  and  alioiil  llMHt  chlrkuns  of  <|o.  iwu  lo  /our  niuDllis 

An  Established  Trade 

t>l  aliiMil  $1*11  II  ;i  \ ,  ;ir  ill  i»rr»  din;:  ."-lin  k  and  f';;^'.s  for  lialchinif,  ( whkii  <'an  In;  frreatl v  incn;asfd ).  and  a   1 

family  I  ruitf  m  lahh- c^'ks  sold  wiili  tht*  fai  iii.  t^ream  sold  at  tlio  door;  markcl  fowls  *ail'l  alive,  und  inarkt'l 
L'^rirs  sold  at  tlic  door  f<ir  (■a>h. 

TlM-rc  arc  lictwi-t-ti  (wo  and  three  Inimlrol  standard  appli*,  pcarh  and  plum  troos  jusl  couiIdk  to  hearing,  and 
ah'iul  (lie  lawn  a  do/en  liiu-  lar;:e  elm  ami  other  ornann-nlat  trees. 

The  place  nee<is  lo  l»e  seen  lo  he  apprecialed.  as  (Is  sMnallon,  a  lidle  hack  from  and  ahovc*  llu^  piclu ruEsqut 
<  harli's  river,  makes  I  he  I  neat  inn  <<Hie  of  ;rri-al  nal  nral  heauly .  fully  half  a  in  lie  of  river  heln>;  lii  view  frum 
(In*  house,  with  splemild  <'anfiein;-'.  hoaiin;r  and  llshlnv^  for  a  dozen  nilli-s  wllltout  a  carry. 

Here  is  a  mcfsl  :lI  I  ract  ive  honn-.  a  lim-  farm,  and  well  eslaldished  business  for  sale;  a  rare  chance  for  Hceur- 
In;;  a  har^ralii.    ('all  upon  or  addi  e.--s 

A.  F.  HUNTER,  So.  Natick,  Mass. 


Where  the  Fault  Lies. 

We  Must  Take  "  BicKly  "  for  a  Model. 

I  hiive  no  doubt  tliut  there  are  many  l)ci,'in- 
ner.s  ami  others  usinu:  incubators  atul  brooders 
who,  now  that  the  hatcLini?  season  is  drawing 
to  a  close,  are  discouraged  by  the  iiidill'erent 
sueees.s  of  their  .season's  work.  Do  they  stop 
for  one  moment  to  reflect  as  to  where  the  fault 
lies?  Nine  out  of  ten  of  them  blame  the 
macbines.  This  is  natural,  .Some  of  them  are 
so  disgusted  that  they  are  willing  to  condemn 
the  whole  system,  and  to  declare  that  it  is  not 
what  it  is  cracked  up  to  to  be. 

AVhat  au  easy  thing  it  must  be  if,  whenever  a 
man  wished  to  take  up  a  new  pursuit,  he  could, 
without  the  least  idea  of  it,  or  ever  having 
studied  it,  make  a  howling  success  of  it. 
Everybody  would  then  be  successful,  and 
there  would  be  uo  more  failures,  and  no  more 
unemployed.  Any  new  pursuit  must,  be  at 
least  under-stood.  'riiere  is  much  more  to  be 
learned  in  theartiticial  inetbod  of  raising  chick- 
ens than  what  the  book  ot  itistruclions  gives. 
Yet  not  half  the  beginners  read  these  instruc- 
tions carefully,  with  a  view  to  understanding 
them. 

The  best  schooling  any  one  can  have  who 
intends  to  raise  chickens  is  the  primitive 
instruction  gained  from  simply  wati  hiiig 
mother  hen.  The  arlilicial  method  is  only  an 
enlargement  of  the  original  and  natural  one. 
In  other  words,  itcan  be  called  the  "  wholesale 
way.""  The  inventors  of  batching  machines 
have  drawn  their  ideas  entirely  from  the 
natural  method.  The  uearerthcy  come  to  this 
the  more  successfully  do  their  machines  work. 

The  young  man  with  some  money  who  is 
carried  away  w'ith  the  fairy  tales  published  in 
some  of  the  incubator  paiu|)hlets  distributed 
as  advertisements  throughout  the  country,  may 
be  inclined  to  set  up  au  artificial  hatching 
establishment,  and  may  also  think  he  is  going 
to  flood  the  market  with  broilers  and  roasters. 
Unless  he  can  accomplish  this,  or  at  least  have 
a  big  display  of  chickens  in  July,  he  thinks 
the  whole  thing  a  swindle.  He  knows  nothing 
about  chickens,  hardly  knows  a  hen  from  a 
cock ;  is,  in  fact,  ignorant  of  the  simplest  prin- 
ciples. He  may  have  lived  on  a  farm  at  some 
time  during  his  life,  or  perhaps  his  father 
owns  a  fine  country  place  with  a  few  acres  and 
a  kitchen  garden,  and  he  has  seen  the  hens 
walking  about  with  their  broods,  and  thinks 
it  the  most  natural  thing  in  the  world.  So  it 
is,  and  if  he  had  given  those  hens  a  little  .study 
he  would  have  made  a  success  of  the  artificial 
method,  instead  of  now  condemning  the 
machines  or  the  system.  Inasmuch  as  he  is 
ignorant,  he  can  make  a  success  of  the  system 
even  yet,  by  hiring  some  one  competent  to 
run  them  for  him.  It  will  cost  him  a  lot  of 
money,  but  he  will  have  more  chickens  alive 
to  show  his  friends,  and  perhaps  this  is  all  he 
desires. 

The  man  who  really  means  to  make  the 
system  a  success  by  his  own  eflbrt  needs  to 
e.vperituent  and  gain  by  his  own  e.xperience  a 
mastery  of  the  business.  Even  if  his  first  sea- 
son has  not  been  successful,  he  must  at  least 
have  discovered  where  his  mistakes  were,  and 
where  he  can  do  bettex  another  year.  Hatch- 
ing the  eggs  is  not  the  hardest  part  of  the  task. 
Any  first  class  machine  will  do  this  if  the 
conditions  are  adhered  to..  After  the  chicks 
are  out,  the  trouble  begins.  ■ 

I  know  of  jio  better  teacher  at  this  stage 
than  mother  hen.  It  will  be  noticed  that  for 
the  first  twenty-four  hours  she  keeps  her 
brood  close  under  her  feathers,  thus  proving 
that  nature  calls  for  brooding  at  the  start. 
Hence  I  say,  keep  your  chicks  in  the  machine 
twenty-four  or  thirty-six  hours  after  all  are 
hatched.  "When  placed  iu  the  brooder,  have 
it  running  at  the  same  temperature  as  the 
bottom  ot  the  iticubator,  aliout  90°.  This 
need  not  last  longer  than  one  night,  however, 
because  the  chicks  under  the  hen  do  not  stick 
so  close  after  the  first  twenty-four  hours, 
their  heads  often  appearing  between  the 
breast  feathers  or  from  under  the  wings. 

As  the  chicks  progress  it  will  be  noticed  that 
those  under  the  hen  take  plenty  of  e.xercise, 
while  '■  biddy  "  is  still  co»ped  up; hence  e.\er- 
cise  in  the  brooder  is  very  essential.  They 
also  pick  at  the  teuder  young  grass  immeili- 
ately  ;  hence  a  green  grass  run  will  not  barm 
those  in  the  brooder.  AVithin  two  weeks,  if 
all  goes  well,  "  biddy  "  is  let  run  out  with  her 
brood  ;  she  wanders  with  them  far  and  wide, 


picking,  scratching,  digging  to  keep  them  busy. 
Here  we  notice  what  is  one  of  the  great  essen- 
tials of  health  in  young  chickens,  plenty  ol' 
exercise.  The  more  they  exercise  the  better 
their  appetites,  and  the  more  they  will  eat. 
C  hicks  with  their  mother  eat  a  little  at  a  time, 
eat  slowly,  and  work  for  it;  hence  the  lesson 
we  derive  is  not  to  overfeed  your  brooder 
chicks.  Give  them  only  what  they  can  eat  up 
clean.  The  bugs,  worms  and  insects  of  the 
fields  are  meat  to  "  biddy's  "  brood  ;  therefore 
if  your  brooderchick-cannot  procure  the  saiue 
from  the  fields,  feed  him  ti  meat  ration  in  his 
mash. 

A\'e  can  trace  this  comparison  through  until 
the  hen  leaves  her  brood.  It  will  be  noticed 
how  soon  she  teaches  them  to  do  without  heat 
entirely,  and  how  soon  she  weans  them  from 
her  in  many  other  ways. 

As  biddy"s chicks  will  thrive,  so  ought  the 
brooder's;  but  there  is  uo  better  way  to  learn 
the  system  than  by  taken  biddy's  methods  as 
an  object  lesson.  —  E.  O.  Kkksslk,  iu  Coun- 
tr>j  Gentleman. 


Selection  la  Poultry  ICaisiiiK- 

The  real  stumbling  block  in  poultry  raising 
on  the  farm  is  the  failure  to  observe  the  prac- 
tical methods  of  improvement  by  selection. 
The  oft  repeated  suggestion  or  Wiiming  that 
new  blood  is  necessary  every  year  in  the  poul- 
try yard,  needs  qualify ing.  Such  may  be  the 
case,  and  it  may  not.  Where  the  usual  farm 
methods  are  followed  —  that  of  disi)ositig  con- 
tinually of  the  best  specimens  as  soon  as  they 
attain  a  marketable  size  —  new  blood  will  be 
annually  needed.  If  an  exchange  of  male 
birds  is  made  with  another  farmer  who  is 
following  the  same  undesirable  methods,  what 
is  accomplished?  Nothing.  Such  exchanges 
result  in  no  improvement,  for  it  is  but  a  con- 
tinuation of  the  inbreeding  of  weaklings,'result- 
iug  in  a  further  running  down  of  poor  stock. 

An  intelligent  potiltryman  sells  his  "  weak- 
lings "  and  invariably  retains  the  choice  ones 
of  each  brood.  If  he  has  a  cockerel  that  grows 
away  from  the  others  iu  a  brood,  and  pos- 
sesses in  a  marked  degree  the  distinctive 
characteristics  of  his  breed,  which  is  generally 
the  case  with  the  strong  thrifty  growers  of  a 
brood,  the  bird  is  marked  as  a  desirable  one 
to  be  kept,  probably  for  breeding.  The  same 
selection  is  observed  with  the  pullets.  It  can 
be  readily  understood  that  such  a  method 
means  the  "  survival  of  the  fittest,"'  and  natu- 
rally a  marked  increase  in  early  maturity, 
size,  and  thrift  of  the  flock.  There  is  consid- 
erable difterence  in  the  time  at  which  pullets 
of  the  same  brood  commence  to  lay;  a  few 
weeks  before  the  others  it  presents  another 
opportunity  to  further  intelligent  selection, 
and  with  an  idea  of  developing  a  better  laying 
strain. 

If  one  has  a  lot  of  pullets  of  the  same  age, 
and  some  will  lay  a  dozen  or  less  eggs  and 
then  become  broody,  while  there  are  others 
that  eontiuue  egg  laying  right  along  for  weeks, 
is  it  not  wise  to  endeavor  to  secure  chicks 
from  the  best  layers,  to  perpetuate  this  good 
trait?  Is  not  this  another  lesson  how  to 
improve  the  value  of  a  flock?  No  doubt  one 
of  the  greatest  factors  in  successful  or  paying 
poultry  raising  results  from  an  intelligent 
selection  of  the  breeding  fowls. 

The  okl  assertion  tbtit  pure  bred  fowls  are 
not  as  healthy  as  scrubs,  has  no  foundation. 
The  facts  and  object  lessons  of  the  winter 
poultry  showti  aflbrd  all  the  evidence  necessary 
to  prove  it.  Could  the  magnificent  specimens 
exhibited  be  reared  from  flocks  of  weaklings? 
Are  they  not  pictures  of  the  very  ideal  of 
vigor,  strength,  and  health?  Can  anyone 
farmer's  flock  produce  cockerels  or  pullets 
from  their  mongrels  that  equal  in  weight, 
vigor,  or  health  :iny  of  the  pure  breeds  seen 
at  the  poultry  shows.  The  fancier  must  have 
thrifty,  healthy,  vigorous  fowls  to  compete 
with  the  many  specimens.  That  be  is  able  to 
breed  such,  and  retain  the  distinctive  plumtige 
requirements  iu  a  most  attractive  degree  ot 
perfection,  is  all  the  more  to  his  credit.  Such 
results  show  he  has  not  only  observed  intelli- 
gence in  .selection  and  mating,  but  that  he  has 
only  observed  other  requirements  and  neces- 
sary points,  such  as  food,  care,  and  sanitary 
conditions.  The  improved  size  of  the  cftrcass, 
the  uniformity  of  shape,  and  the  increa.sed 
size  of  eggs  have  all  been  brought  about  by 
poultry  fanciers,  who  have  idmed  to  accom- 


plish these  very  utility  imiirovemeids— results 
that  have  been  aecomidisbcd  .'ire  no  haphazard 
chance  iirocccdings.  The  farmer  has  greater 
facilities  for  advancing  these  things  than  the 
average  poultrymen  if  he  will  only  grasp  the 
opportunity  and  natural  resources  at  his  co»i- 
mand.  No  other  product  of  the  farm  is  an 
every  month  cash  product  like  poultry.  Tak- 
ing a  lot  of  pure  bred  fowls  iind  give  them 
the  usual  treatment  allbrded  scrubs,  will  yield 
only  scrub  results;  yet,  strange  as  the  fact 
may  seem,  there  are  farmers  who  do  not 
believe  In  pure  bred  poultry,  because  they  do 
not  better  understand  the  same  circumstances 
than  their  mongrels.  —  G.  O.  Brown,  in 
Baltimore  Stni. 


Geese  Feathers. 

Ere  the  days  of  steel  pens  the  production 
ot  quills  was  an  important  industry ,  especially 
in  eastern  England,  and  it  is  probable  that 
more  attention  was  paid  to  these  than  the 
other  classes  of  feathers.  The  total  bulk  of 
feathers  even  now  produced  from  all  classes 
of  fowls  in  England  must  be  considerable,  but 
it  scarcely  enters  into  trade  considerations. 
Probal)ly  in  many  cases  the  breeders  use  such 
feathers  as  they  obtain  for  their  own  purposes, 
as  it  takes  a  good  many  birds  to  supply 
material  for  a  well  filled  feather  bed;  but  it 
is  not  too  much  to  say  that  a  great  bulk  of 
this  useful  section  of  poultry  produc;ts  is 
absolutely  wasted.  Abroad,  where  money  is 
less  plentiful,  the  little  items  of  income 
receive  more  attention.  From  Russia  alone 
the  exports  of  down  and  feathers  in  1898  were 
in  value  upwards  of  a  quarter  of  a  million 
pounds  sterling.  I  believe  that  the  system  of 
regularly  plucking  the  birds  for  their  feathers 
is  practiced  iu  several  European  countries, 
and  we  have  no  wish  to  see  it  reintroduced 
here.  The  best  feathers  known  in  the  trade 
are  the  Danzic  gray,  coming  from  eastern 
Europe,  though  supplies  are  received  from 
all  parts  of  the  continent  of  Europe.  Danzic 
gray  are  very  soft,  such  as  are  obtained  from 
young  birds,  giving  credence  to  the  suggestion 
that  they  are  secured  by  plucking  the  gee.se 
when  alive,  and  are  curled,  the  advantage  of 
which  is  that  a  much  smaller  number  will 
serve  the  same  purpose  than  if  they  were  flat, 
!ind  as  they  have  a  natural  spring  in  them 
there  is  not  the  same  danger  of  matting  in  th« 
bed,  pillow,  or  cushion.  Whether  this  curl  is 
natural,  iu  which  ca.<e  we  find  an  e.vplanation 
why  Danubian  geese  are  bred  in  southeastern 
Europe,  or  artificial,  is  uncertain.  When 
plucked  from  living  geese  they  can  be  sorted 
into  their  respective  qualities;  otherwise  this 
has  to  be  done  by  hand,  which  is  a  tedious 
and  e-xpeusive  process.  Complaint  is  made 
that  our  farmers  and  poultry  fatteuers  do  not 
sort  the  feathers  —  take  uo  care  of  them,  and 
send  them  forward  in  dirty  condition,  so  that 
their  value  is  greatly  depreciated,  entailing  an 
aiuountof  trouble  to  the  merchants  which  is 


avoided  with  the  foreign  supplies.  This  is  a 
point  whii'b  deserves  attention,  and  though 
the  feather  trade  will  never  be  a  l.irge  one  in 
this  country,  if  proper  attention  were  given 
it  would  conduce  to  greater  profit  than  at 
present.  In  Sussex  it  is  calculated  that  the 
feathers  obtained  from  a  fowl  should  ptiy  the 
cost  of  killing  and  iihieking,  and  this  would 
be  equally  true  with  larger  birds  if  care  were 
taken  to  deal  with  tbem  in  the  right  manner. 
—Rural  World,  Eng'and. 


Roup. 

The  most  diflicult  poultry  di.sease  to  con- 
trol is  roup,  and  its  destructive  and  far  reach- 
ing influence  is  not  realized.  A  writer  in  an 
exchange  states  that  he  has  killed  a  large 
number  of  hens  and  pullets  which  had  the 
roup,  and  examined  the  ovaries,  and  iu  nearly 
every  instance  the  small  eggs  were  di.seased, 
many  of  them  being  simply  little,  hard, 
black,  reddish  lumps,  varying  from  the  size  of 
a  pin  head  up  to  a  large  cherry,  but  all  des- 
troyed. Hens  with  bright  red  combs  and 
laying  would  suddenly  die  iu  mid-summer. 
Those  wo  killed  would  be  in  the  same  condi- 
tion, all  having  -the  ovaries  more  or  less 
diseased. 

"  I  visited  breeders,  s;iw  their  stock, 
examined  stock  that  was  laying,  and  both 
cocks  and  hens  had  the  roup.  I  bought  eggs, 
hatched  and  raised  the  chicks,  and  those 
chicks  never  failed  to  develop  roup  when  cold 
weather  came.  In  every  instaiici!  where  I 
have  raised  chicks,  or  had  them  raised  else- 
where, from  eggs  laid  by  roup  fowl  or  fowl 
which  had  been  cured,  apparently,  the  roup 
would  break  out  in  the  fall  among  the  chicks. 
I  have  tried  this  for  four  seasons,  and  that  is 
all  I  want  of  it. 

"  Any  person  who  will  go  at  it  systemat- 
ically will  be  forced  to  reach  the  same  eonclu- 
sion."  —  Maine  Farmer. 

[Mor.AL: — Kill  all  rotipy  fowl>.  l  .-c  only 
the  axe  treatment.— Eu.  K.-l'.] 


MARKKT  RKVIKW. 

Eggs. —  There  has  been  very  little  change 
in  the  egg  market  of  late.  Strictly  line  fresh 
stock  has  been  scarce,  and  brought  full  priites. 
Sales  of  fresh  western  have  been  at  14i  to  1.') 
cents,  and  best  lots  brought  15  cents  yesterday. 
Grades  not  up  iu  quality  took  a  lower  range. 
Choice  fresh  eastern  sold  at  1(5  to  17  cents, 
and  fancy  new  laid  ranged  higher.  The  cold 
storage  statement  shows  that  about  1000  ca.ses 
were  taken  out  for  consumption,  against  over 
.0000  cases  last  year;  and  that  the  slock  is  now 
139,899  cases,  including  the  holdings  of  both 
companies,  which  is  a  little  more  than  the 
total  last  year. 

Poultrj'. —  The  poultry  mtirket  is  steady, 
with  the  supply  moderate.  Northern  chick- 
ens, 18'ai23c. ;  broilers,  20'Si25c. ;  western  iced 
chickens,  1.5@17c. ;  fowls,  10®114c. 
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FARM-POULTRY 

PRACTICAL   EXPERIMENT  CLUB. 


Jn  this  department  al  I  published  malter  pertaining  to 
the  Experiment  Club  and  its  work  will  appear.  We 
leant  ever;/  member  to  f  ee  I  perfectly  f  ree  to  ask  ques- 
Huns  and  make  sufjijestions.  Discussions  of  topics  sutj- 
gesled  to  members  by  tlieir  own  record  sheets  are 
especially  desired. 


Special  Notice  to  Ueadors. 

The  New  Club  Year. 

The  new  year  of  the  Experiment  Club 
begins  October  first.  "We  would  be  ghul  to 
have  every  reader  of  FAiai-I'oULTRY,  who 
can  report  for  a  pen  of  fowls,  send  in  his  or 
.her  name  to  be  entered  on  the  club  iiiember- 
nhip  list.  It  costs  nothing  to  join  the  club. 
All  that  is  required  of  members  is  that  they 
shall  fill  out  the  monthly  report  blanlvs,  which 
we  furnish,  and  return  them  to  us  promptly. 
By  keeping  these  records  you  are  helping 
yourself  and  others.  Every  member  may  not 
be  able  to  fill  out  the  complete  report,  but 
each  can  do  the  best  he  can ;  and  every  little 
helps. 

■\Ve  want  to  make  the  E.xperiment  Club  a 
•  practical  poultry  school  on  the  correspondence 
plan.  Members  will  enjoy  the  privilege  of 
having  their  flocks  regularly  reported  to  the 
editor,  and  he  will  be  able  to  give  them  timely 
advice  on  matters  which  will  help  them 
toward  success.  At  the  end  of  the  year  all 
who  have  sent  in  monthly  records  for  a  period 
covering  six  consecutive  months  will  be 
entitled  to  have  their  record  sheets  returned. 
These  records  will  prove  valuable  for  refer- 
ence. 

AVe  have  prepared  a  new  form  of  blank  for 
the  new  year's  work,  and  believe  it  will  be  an 
advantage  to  every  reader  of  Fakji-Poultry 
wbo  keeps  hens  to  keep  these  records  as  fully 
as  they  can.  Owing  to  the  fact  that  some  of 
our  members  found  it  very  difficult  to  keep 
individual  hen  records,  we  have  decided  to 
omit  blanks  for  that  purpose  for  the  next 
year.  However,  we  shall  be  pleased  to 
receive  from  any  member  who  can  send 
them,  records  of  the  work  of  individual  hens. 
Any  members  who  will  send  us  their  experi- 
ences with  poultry  and  their  complete  hatch- 
ing records,  will  confer  a  favor  on  the  club. 

"We  would  be  pleased  to  hear  from  all  who 
can  keep  records  of  a  pen  of  pullets  and  a  pen 
of  hens  representing  the  same  variety.  The 
work  on  this  line  the  present  year  has  given 
the  club  some  valuable  information,  and  we 
want  to  confirm  it  with  another  year's  work. 
If  you  can  send  records  for  a  pen  of  hens  and 
a  pen  of  pullets,  let  us  hear  from  you. 

All  members  o£  this  year's  club  will  be 
included  in  next  year's  club  unless  they  notify 
us  that  they  wish  to  withdraw.  We  hope  all 
our  old  members  will  stand  by  us.  We 
believe  that  there  is  sufficient  interest  in  the 
Experiment  Club  to  warrant  it  ruuuiug  on  its 
own  merits.  Meml)ers  have  expressed  them- 
selves as  greatly  interested  in  the  club  work, 
and  we  are  going  to  make  an  appeal  to  their 
loyalty.  For  last  year  and  this,  the  club  has 
been  oflering  prizes  as  an  inducement  for 
members  to  keep  rei^ords.  The  club  ought  to 
inspire  sufficient  interest  to  run  without 
prizes,  and  next  year  no  prizes  are  to  be 
offered.  Anyone  who  wishes  may  join  the 
club,  and  all  who  apply  for  membership  are 
admitted  free.  We  furnish  the  record  blanks, 
and  each  member  may  report  for  one,  two, 
three,  or  four  pens  of  fowls,  as  he  may  elect. 
AVe  will  not  send  record  sheets  for  more  than 
four  lots  of  fowls  to  any  one  member.  These 
records  are  to  be  returned  promptly  to  us  as 
soon  as  filled  out,  and  the  information  received 
will  be  given  to  the  club  through  these 
columns.  At  the  end  of  the  year,  after  we 
have  had  time  to  make  a  summary  of  all  the 
records,  the  reports  will  be  returned  to  all 
who  have  reported  their  lot  of  fowls  for  six 
consecutive  months. 

The  club  year  begins  October  1st,  and  all 
new  members  should  try  to  send  in  their 
application  for  membership  by  September 
1st.  State,  plainly  how  many  pens  you  will 
report  for.  Make  an  etlbrt  to  start  at  the 
beginning  of  the  club  year,  and  begin  right. 
We  want  every  one  who  possibly  can  to  join 
the  club. 
Will  you  help  us? 


June  Summary. 


Compiled  from  Reports  for  June  of 
Mcuibers  of  Club. 


o.  F<»wU. 

Barred  Plymouth  Kocks, 

2:J7 

2C7S 

\\'hite  Plymouth  I{ock.s, 

137 

1549 

Bull' Plymouth  Kocks, 

17 

287 

AVhite  Wyandotte.s, 

2G4 

3273 

Bull  Wyaudottes, 

2a 

441 

Silver  AVyandottes, 

70 

942 

White  Leghorns, 

117 

157s 

Brown  Leghorns, 

211 

3370 

liose  Comb  Brown  Ijeghorns 

l(i 

253 

Buff  Leghorns, 

If) 

211 

Black  Minorcas, 

2C 

34S 

Anconas, 

12 

107 

Pit  Games, 

14 

135 

Black  Langshans, 

3 

49 

Light  Brahmas, 

37 

499 

Buff  Cochins, 

10 

140 

Black  Cochins, 

90 

1145 

Black  Hamburgs, 

IS 

227 

Silver  Hamburgs, 

14 

201 

Bhode  Island  Keds, 

23 

285 

Mixed  varieties, 

700 

709G 

Crosses, 

110 

1554 

Grades, 

44 

450 

Mongrels, 

47 

507 

Highest  Individual  Records  for  June. 

From  the  June  individual  hen  egg  records, 
we  give  the  following  highest  egg  scores  for 
the  month : 

Barred  Plymouth  Roek,  24  eggs;  AVhite 
Plymouth  Rock,  15;  Buff  Ply moutli  Rock,  IS; 
White  AV'yandotte,  22;  Light  Brahma,  26; 
Brown  Leghorn,  20;  Ancoua,  10;  Rhode 
Island  Red,  24;  cross,  Ki;  mongrel,  2S. 

*  *  * 

Trouble  in  Pennslyvania. 

One  of  our  Pennsylvania  members  reports 
a  long  string  of  diseases  affecting  the  repro- 
ductive organs  of  her  birds,  and  asks : 

"  Now,  what  is  the  cause  of  so  much  ovarian 
disease?  All  of  these  fowls  w-ere  in  fine  table 
condition ;  they  were  almost  entirely  free 
from  lice;  active,  laying,  and  not  a  scratch 
was  on  their  bodies,  not  the  slightest  bruise 
or  sign  of  injury.  I  have  looked  over  my 
records  for  the  past  three  or  four  years,  and 
find  very  few  cases  like  these ;  have  had 
several  hens  die  from  internal  hemorrhage, 
when  chased  or  frightened.  Of  course  I  did 
not  examine  dead  fowls  very  thoroughly,  and 
often  not  at  all,  until  last  year.  In  '97  there 
were  a  number  of  sudden  deaths  —  cause  not 
investigated  ;  some  of  these  were  reported  lay- 
ing. In  '98  there  was  one  case  of  ovarian 
tumor,  one  of  dropsy,  the  latter  being  unsus- 
pected—hen killed  for  table  purposes,  and  the 
disease  discovered  then. 

"  About  April  25th  I  got  a  new  cockerel  — 
AV.  P.  R. —  large,  (weight  about  7^  or  S 
pounds),  and  very  vigorous.  Don't  think  he 
paid  much  attention  to  hens  for  about  a  week ; 
was  afraid  of  the  other  cockerel ;  but  since 
then  he  has  been  chasing  a  number  of  hens 
who  objected  to  his  attentions,  all  over  the 
yards.  Could  he  have  caused  the  trouble? 
He  isn't  at  all  clumsy,  but  he  doesn't  stop 
chasing  a  hen  until  he  has  accomplished  his 
purpose. 

"  On  April  29  bought  two  bundl  ed  pounds 
cracked  corn,  which  was  very  mouldy.  It 
lasted  about  a  month,  which  made  an  average 
of  one  ounce  daily  for  each  hen  (not  counting 
those  who  visited  the  box  and  helped  them- 
selves). A^^ould  that  condition  of  the  corn 
affect  the  organs  of  reproduction  alone?  If 
harmful,  wouldn't  the  digestive  apparatus 
first  suffer?  Can  the  editor  of  the  Experi- 
ment Club  suggest  a  method  of  investigation 
which  will  determine-  the  cause  of  the 
trouble?" 

AVe  do  not  think  that  it  will  be  necessary  to 
make  any  very  elaborate  investigation  in  order 
to  determine  the  cause  of  the  trouble.  There 
are  four  causes  quite  apparent  in  the  brief 
quotation  which  we  take  from  this  member's 
report.  This  ought  to  be  sutlicieut  to  account 
for  the  most  of  tbe  trouble. 

Diseases  of  the  reproductive  organs  arc  in  a 
measure  transmitted  by  heredity.  In  breed- 
ing from  fowls  so  affected  it  is  a  common 
occurrence  to  find  among  the  offspring  a  con- 
siderable number  with  diseases  similar  or 
akin  to  those  of  their  ill  conditioned  parents. 
It  is  not  uulikely  that  this  is  one  of  the  causes, 


though  not  necessarily  the  most  prolific  cause 
of  the  trouble. 

The  presence  of  more  than  one  male  in  a 
ffock  is  a  fertile  cause  of  the  trouljle.  One  of 
these  mules  is  "  boss."  His  subordinates  are 
only  cowed,  not  wholly  subdued.  The  result 
is  that  tbe  hens  are  subjected  to  considerable 
torment,  trampling,  abuse,  and  incomplete 
service.  An  effort  on  the  part  of  one  of  the 
males  to  serve  a  hen  results  in  interference  on 
the  part  of  the  others.  Oneof  the  subordinate 
males  is  liable  to  be  so  much  in  fear  of  the 
"boss"  that  he  merely  jumps  around  and 
tramples  or  tears  any  hen  he  may  catch ; 
others  are  continually  chasing  tbe  hens.  This 
is  all  very  hard  on  the  hens,  and  the  continual 
chasing,  excitement,  and  incomplete  service, 
is  bound  to  result  in  a  diseased  condition  of 
the  egg  organs. 

That  mouldy  corn  was  not  lit  for  poultry 
food.  It  is  strange  that  this  member,  who 
certainly  knows  better,  should  buy  corn  that 
was  '•  very  mouldy."  It  is  quite  possible  for 
such  damaged  food  to  have  a  bad  effect  on  the 
organs  of  reproduction.  It  need  not  neces- 
sarily have  any  apparent  effect  on  the  digestive 
apparatus.  AVe  think  this  mouldy  grain  was 
one  source  of  tbe  diseases  reported. 

To  allow  the  fowls  to  visit  the  food  bin  and 
help  themselves,  is  anything  but  the  right  way 
to  keep  fowls  healthy.  If  we  are  not  very 
much  mistaken,  we  cautioned  this  meralier 
some  time  ago  about  allowing  her  fowls  the 
freedom  of  the  room  where  the  ^rain.was 
kept,  and  where  they  were  at  liberty  to  help 
themselves.  At  that  time  a  number  of  over- 
fat  birds  were  getting  into  trouble.  Diseases 
of  the  egg  organs  are  quite  common  in  over- 
fat,  overfed  hens. 

If  you  are  desirous  of  putting  an  end  to 
this  unpleasant  state  of  things  in  your  flock, 
stop  '•  investigating."  Stop  breeding  from 
fowls  that  are  not  in  the  best  possible  physical 
health.  Yard  your  fowls  properly,  and  allow 
only  one  male  at  a  time  to  each  pen  of  females. 
Stop  keeping  two  or  more  males  running 
with  the  same  flock  to  torment  and  injure  the 
hens  when  they  desire  to  be  let  alone.  Stop 
feeding  damaged  food.  Feed  only  the  best 
sound  grain;  it  is  the  cheapest  in  the  end. 
Stop  allowing  the  fowls  to  gorge  themselves 
on  stolen  sweets"  in  the  food  store  room. 
Feed  regularly  and  properly,  and  do  not  leave 
it  all  to  the  hen's  fancy. 


Trouble  Was  With  the  Breeding  Stock,  and 
Not  the  Temperature. 

An  Iowa  member  says:  "  I  set  three  hun- 
dred eggs  in  my  incubator.  The  machine  ran 
up  to  110°  at  the  start,  but  ran  O.  K.  for  the 
rest  of  the  hatch.  About  half  of  the  eggs 
were  infertile  —  eighty-seven  hatched.  All 
have  died.  Cause,  too  high  temperature,  and 
weak  germs.  Did  all  I'could  to  save  them, 
but  it  was  no  use,  they  just  peeped  and  died. 
The  incubator  manufacturer  says  that  a  tem- 
perature of  115°  will  not  kill  chicks.  I  know  ' 
from  experience  that  it  will."' 

AVe  think  that  the  entire  trouble  was  the 
result  of  breeding  from  birds  that  were  out  of 
condition.  AA'e  do  not  believe  that  the  tem- 
perature was  the  cause  of  the  trouble.  If  it 
had  been  the  high  temperature  the  chicks 
would  not  have  hatched.  It  is  true  that  a 
machine  may  run  114)  above  110°  without  hurt- 
ing the  chicks  much,  if  the  germs  are  strong. 
It  is  frequent  or  long  continued  high  temper- 
ature that  results  fatally.  AVith  a  machine 
full  of  good  strongly  fertile  eggs,  it  is  not 
uncommon  to  have  the  temperature  run  up 
once  or  twice  in  spite  of  the  watchfulness  of 
the  attendant;  but  if  it  does  not  occur  more 
than  once  or  twice,  does  not  stay  up  long 
before  discovered,  and  does  not  go  above  110°, 
the  hatch  will  not  be  sufficiently  injured  for 
notice.  The  fact  that  those  eggs  were  fifty 
per  cent  infertile,  ^shows  something  wrong 
with  the  breeders.  The  breeiling  stock  was 
not  in  fit  condition  to  produce  eggs  with 
strong  germs.  AVith  half  of  the  eggs  infertile 
the  other  eggs  must  have  contained  poor 
material.  The  wonder  is  that  eighty-seven 
had  sufficient  vitality  to  get  as  far  as  breaking 
out  of  the  egg  before  giving  up  the  ghost. 

The  report  of  this  same  member  states : 

Two  more  hens  died  this  month."  AA^ould 
it  not  be  a  good  plan  to  thoroughly  overhaul 
that  flock,  and  find  out  what  is  wrong  with 
theui?  Tliere  is  sometbiug  vvronij,  surely. 


W.  H.  RUDD,  SON  &  CO., 

40  North  Street,     -  BOSTON. 
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First  Premiums 

INCUBATORS 
and  BROODERS 

larfrest  breeUtrs  in  tUe    V_  r-:^ 


Catalogue  free.  y 

SeiKlforonr.  ""PT^ 
Prairie  State  Incubator  Co. 
Homer  City,  Pa. 


GOLDTHWAITE'S 

Continental 
Poultry 
Food 

A  balanced  ration,  composed  of  six  kinds  u£  ;rraln. 
Meat  and  l-'isli  meal. 

PRICE,  S1.50  PER  HUNDRE1>  LBS. 

GREEN  GUT  BEEF  BONE, 

rrli-t-  rts.  per  lb. :  lots  ut  IW  lbs..  $2.  Grain  and 
I'uuliry  Supi>lius  of  all  kinds.   Samples  free. 

E.  H.  DOBLE  ifc  CO., 

West  Quiucy,  Mass, 


THE  IMPROVED 


VICTOR 


NCUBATOR 


Hatches  Chickens   by  Steam 
Absolutely  self-reKulatinff.  ■ 
Tile  simplest^    most  reliable, 
and  cheapest  hrst-class Hatchet 
in  the  ninrket.    Circulars  free.  ^ 
G£0,  ERTELCO.,  (luincy.Ill- 

BUFFCsTO^'S  BUFFS 

Price  o£  e^fTs  reduced.  Biitf  and  Barred  I".  Rock 
Bull"  and  Wliile  Le^rliorn,  Buff  Wvandc.Ites.  Bu 
Cocliiu.  and  Kliode  Island  Tieds,  $1.-'S  per  \h\$Aio. 
45.  Incubator  eftas  from  fairlv  irood  slock  of  aliov 
varieties  S3  for  100:  So  for  a;*.  A  few  ejrps  lo  spa" 
fiom  Butl",  Black  and  While  Cochin  Bantams  $2  fo 
15.  We  can  spare  S.  C.  White  Leirhorns  in  lols  of 
cock  and  5  hens  for -So.   Send  for  circular. 

ROWLAND  G.  HrFFTNTON, 
Box  677.  Fall  Kiver,  ^lass. 


:  The 
Saniiary-. 
PoiiHry 
DrinfcjnjT; 
Fountairti 


CLEANED  AND  FILLED 
in  a  Minute. 

The  latest,  ciieapesl  an. I  best. 
See  the  name.  Just  what  you 
want-  .\ny  poidtry  supply 
dealer  — or'ilirect  fi^om 

.\TSATT  BROS., 
MattHpoisett,  Mase. 

Send  for  Circulars. 


THE  POULTRY  ARCHITECT.  tS^l^^S 

for  poultry  houses,  coops,  roosts,  nest  boxes,  an"" 
other  accessaries  for  the  poultry  yard,  with  pracli 
iiiCoriuatiou  on  tlieir  construction.    Price  2f)  cents. 

CRR  Qf  Pnnn  I'ouUrv  Account  Book.  Most 
tUU  nLUUnU  simple,  practical,  anil  easilv  kept 
bonk  of  tbe  kind;  for  one  or  ten  vanls.  Price  i.') cents. 
(iUIUE  and  catalogue  of  other  liooks  free. 

H.  \.  KUHNS,  Box 400  C.  Atlanta,  Ga. 

USE  CLOVER  MEAL  ' 

It  will  produce  more    ferlili/.ed  i  It  will  keep 

the  beus  in  ftood  health.  It  will  add  to  the  liistn- of 
the  plumaire,  ami  return  more  dollars  to  the  pouMry- 
mau  than  anv  other  feed  on  the  market. 

THE  PRIZE  BROODER 

leads  all  brooders  iu  ils  class. 

JORDAN  MILLING  CO.,  .Jordan,  N.  Y. 

Your  Poultry  on  Blotters. 

Send  each  one  of  your  customers  ffood  bIoll<TS  with 
your  breed  arid  adv".  printed  lliereoii.  A  •■ervieeabie, 
lastinjjT  ad.   We  fiiniisli  in  all  st.\  le.-  and  colors. 

Letter  Size,  S2  per  M.;  larger,  S4  per  M. 
Also  calendars  for  19(  0.    All  kinds  of  Poultry  Print- 
inir.   .\ddress  with  stamp, 

E.AGLE  PUB.  CO.,  Job  Depl..  Pittslield,  :>Iass. 

OliR  EGGS  ARE  NOT  THE  DOLLAR  MIND 

In.lhiii  (ouiie-.  ]  ir  s,it'L-.*K.(l<(  I  i (  n  i s  1  '5 

BuH  S'li.  |{„ei-«  r-^fs' •■-■*-•<•<>  1  CUT  CLOVt....,,„  ,|,s'i.,oo 

l*ektii  l>iieU«,  1  .ir  seltiiii:.  ALSO  "  „ 

Mici  rrv<l  ,1  ..ni.  ini  lbs.  ton  t?  Pu'e  Beef&B.lOO  Ihs.«2.00 
CshdOvsl^tsh  Is.Mull.s.  !fl  ;tOT.  Jfi.511  |  Cr.irker  Cr'bslCIO  lbs.$!.50 

OI,Et^£LANl>  POULTRY  CO,,  Plottsburf,  N. 


Karivi=  Poultry 
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Kxperiment.  Clul)  Notes. 

Join  tbe  Kxiieriuieiit  Cliili.  !5i  i;iii  the  jicw 
ye:ir  of  club  work  with  us  in  Oclober.  (ict 
our  new  record  bhinl<s. 

*  .  * 

One  of  our  nieiiiliers  thinks  be  bus  bretl  the 
'  luolber  habit  out  of  his  birils  (Cochins),  lie 
has  regularly  broken  up  the  sitters  every 
year  for  several  years.  Jlas  batched  by  incu- 
bator almost  entirely,  and  has  rarely  allowed 
one  of  his  breeders  to  sit.  This  year  he  trieil 
to  set  a  few  of  his  breeders  when  they  became 
broody.  Some  refu.sed  to  sit  after  beinsj  on 
tbe  egf^s  a  day  or  so,  the  others  proved 
e.Yceptionally  bad  mothers,  and  to  save  his 
chicks  he  had  to  take  them  away  and  trans- 
fer the  chicks  to  brooders.  Some  of  bis  year- 
lings have  never  been  broody. 

*  * 
* 

In  buying  food  for  your  birds  buy  only 
gooil  sound  pure  food.  The  best  is  the 
cheapest.  It  is  poor  economy  to  buy  dirt, 
mould,  dirty  water,  disease  germs,  and  other 
filth,  when  you  "want  food,  just  because  tbe 
Iirice  is  low.  Cost  should  Ije  of  secondary 
importance.  Kxamine  tbe  i|uality  of  the 
goods  lirst,  and  then  consider  the  price.  A 
thing  is  not  always  a  good  article  because  tbe 
price  is'high.  Neither  is  it  a  bargain  always 
because  the  price  seems  low.  "When  buying 
take  your  senses  of  sight,  taste  and  smell  with 
you,  and  use  them;  aiiove  all,  don't  neglect  to  , 
use  common  sense. 

*  * 

Keep  a  pen  of  hens  and  a  pen  of  imllets  for 
the  Experiment  Club  ne.xt  year,  and  report 
them  every  month.'  Be  sure  to  start  with  us 
on  the  first  day  of  October. 

A  Maine  member  reports  that  bis  neighbor 
changes  his  male  bird  every  season  for  one  of 
a  dillerent  variety.  We  cannot  see  the 
advantage'  of  mixing  things  up  in  this 
'•regardless''  fashion.  The  results  can  hardly 
justify  this  practice,  and  tbe  flock  must  surely 
be  on  tbe  down  grade. 

*  * 

A  Montana  member  reports  very  severe 
June  weather.  He  says:  "Left  water  in 
the  drinking  dishes  over  night,  and  it  made 
ice  over  a  fourth  of  au  inch  thick."  How  is 
that  for  June? 

*  *  * 

AVhitewash  is  again  in  order.  We  are 
pleased  to  note  that  many  of  our  meudjers  are 
already  beginning  to  prepare  for  winter,  and 
are  getting  their  houses  in  shape.  Tbe  free 
use  of  whitewash  will  sweeten  things  up 
wonderfully  this  warm  weather.  Kerosene 
on  the  roosts  helps  to  down  the  vermin.  A 
little  work  this  summer  means  clean,  healthy 
winter  quarters.  Better  begin  soon  to  cai  t 
out  the  old  earth  floor,  and  renew  it  with  a 
good  thick  laver  of  fresh  earth. 

*  s  * 

In  Ontario,  Canada. 

"The  nights  are  very  cool  (June).  Lice 
very  scarce  here.  ,  Hens  are  healthy,  and  are 
laying  finely.  They  have  plenty  of  bugs, 
worms,  green  grass,  and  good  sound  food. 
Little  chicks  are  growing  well,  and  give 
promise  of  a  grand  flock." 

[Favorable  conditions  for  excellent  results. 
We  hope  you  will  report  some  of  those 
youngsters  for  the  new  club  year,  beginning 
October  1st.— Kd.] 

*  *  * 

A  Kesult  of  Oviiriaii  Disease. 

A  ^Maryland  member  reports  a  freak  hen 
which  has  evidently  had  ovarian  trouble, 
which  resulted  in  atrophy  of  the  ovaries. 
The  report  says:  "H  is  a  full  grown  Light 
Urahma  hen,  and  we  had  not  noticed  any 
signs  of  such  a  monstrosity  as  it  has  turned 
out  to  be.  Only  yesterday  it  tried  to  serve  a 
lien,  but  failed.  The  day  before  it  was  on  the 
nest.  It  laid  a  marvellous  concoction,  a  shell 
with  nothing  in  it,  and  looking  like  crumpled 
crimped  paper.  It  cackles  like  a  ben,  crows 
like  a  rooster,  and  is  growing  spurs.  What 
sex  is  \t?    We  are  going  to  kill  it  today." 

*  *  * 
Close  Quarters. 

An  Iowa  member  says :  "  Some  farmers 

about  here  have  ben  houses  10  x  1'2  feet,  and 

keep  two  or  three  hundred  hens  in  them,  and 

seem  to  have  good  luck."   AVhen  they  are  all 

inside  tbe  house  at  one  time  they  must  look 

like  sardines  packed  in  a  box.    Perhaps  these 

farmers  have  a  scheme  whereby  all  the  bens 

are  not  permitted  to  "  have  tbe  floor"  at  one 

and  tbe  same  time. 


Montana  Mcnilx-r'H  OiicKttoiis. 

Mr.  Editor Sonic  pulli  ts  which  1  had 
shipped  from  N'ciniont  were  mated  with  a 
good  three  year  oUl  cock.  The  eggs  did  not 
hatch  well.  Was  it  because  of  tbe  change  in 
climate?  They  were  apparently  healthy,  ;iiid 
were  fed  well.  Tbe  eggs  from  a  pen  of  hens 
mated  to  a  cockerel,  and  receiving  llie  same 
care,  gave  good  hatches. 

I  am  rather  dissatisfied  with  the  chicks 
from  the  cockerel.  Sly  birds  are  ^\■hito 
Wyandottes.  I  have  never  bad  but  one  single 
combed  chick  from  them  until  this  year.  The 
hens  are  all  thoroughbreds  from  good  utility 
(eastern)  stock,  and  are  the  same  I  have  been 
breeding  from.  The  cockerel  is  from  a  prom- 
inent New  England  fancier.  This  mating  has 
given  an  average  of  two  single  combed  chicks 
to  every  brood.  Which  is  to  blame,  the  hens 
which  never  before  produced  such  chicks,  or 
the  cockerel? 

The  cockerel  was  shipped  me  from  Massa- 
chusetts last  March.  AVhen  I  received  him  I 
w'as  surprised  to  find  that  he  was  covered 
with  lice.  He  seemed  healthy  and  vigorous, 
and  the  eggs  from  his  pen  were  fertile. 

The  cockerel  is  dead,  died  suddenly  from 
heart  trouble,  I  think.  Would  you  use  any 
of  bis  chicks  for  breeders?  JIoxtaxa. 

The  change  in  climate  may  have  afl'ectcd 
the  condition  of  the  birds,  so  that  their  eggs 
would  siiU'cr  in  fertility.  Oftentimes  the  eggs 
from  a  pen  headetl  by  a  three  year  old  are  not 
very  fertile. 

Introduction  of  new  blood  in  'Dottes  is 
often  followed  by  reversion  to  single  combs 
on  the  part  of  a  portion  of  the  olVspring.  It 
is  a  sign  of  the  mingling  of  unrelated  blood. 

That  cockerel  was  probably  farmed  out  by 
tbe  breeder,  who  has  many  of  his  best  birds 
reared  on  farms,  and  in  such  case  it  is  not 
strange  that  he  should  be  lousy.  The  breeder 
ought  to  have  examined  him  more  carefully 
before  shipping. 

If  tbe  chicks  come  out  of  sound  vigorous 
hens,  and  seem  sturdy,  we  should  not  hesitate 
to  use  the  best  specimens  for  breeders.  If 
tbe  fault  of  the  male  parent  was  a  hereditary 
one,  it  has  been  modified  by  the  mother's  blood. 

*  ,  * 

Six  Months  Record  of  Three  Buflf  Plymouth 
Kockg. 

G.  AV.  C,  Mt.  Arlington,  N.  J.,  sends  the 
club  a  complete  report  for  three  of  his  ]?ull' 
riymoutb  Hock  pullets  for  six  months  after 
reaching  laying  maturity.  No  1  laid  106  eggs; 
No.  2,  115;  No.  3,  IIG  —  a  total  of  337  eggs. 
Tbe  eggs  were  .sold  for  f  G.S2.  Cost  of  food 
for  the  six  months,  ^l.OS.  Profit  of  $5.74  for 
the  six  months.  Allowing  fifty  cents  each 
for  cost  of  raising  tbe  birds  to  laying  maturity, 
gives  a  net  profit  of  better  than  $1.40  per 
pullet  six  months  after  reachiiig  laying 
maturity,  or  at  about  one  year  from  the  egg. 

*  **' 
Fish  .Scraps. 

AV'e  have  a  letter  from  one  of  our  readers 

who  can  get  plenty  of  f  resh  fish  scraps  for 

fuc  asking.    He  wishes  to  know  how  to  feed 

them,  and  how  much  to  feed.     AVe  think 

twice  a  week  often  enough  to  feed  them,  and 

believe  that  fed  twice  a  week,  about  two 

ounces  of  fish  (each  feeding)  could  be  allowed 

each  hen.  The  fish  should  be  cooked  chowder 

fashion;  if  vegetables  can  be  added,  so  much 

the  better.   AVhen  well  cooked,  mix  into  a 

stiff  dough  with  the  ground  grains  you  are  in 

the  habit  of  using  to  make  your  mash  food. 

Feed  this  mash  at  night,  and  allow  them  all 

they    want   of   it.     Fed    in    this  manner, 

especially  if  vegetables  are  added,  there  is 

little  likelihood  of  the  eggs  tasting  lishy.  Use 

only  fresh,  sweet,  and  wholesome  fish  scraps. 

If  there  are  any  bones  pound  them  up  after 

cooking. 

Not  Vegetarians. 
In  June  loth  club,  under  "  Lot  1,"  we  gave 
the  food  ration  of  T.  G.  D.,  of  Lowell,  Mass., 
who  had  excellent  results  with  his  pullets, 
and  asked  if  he  fed  any  animal  food,  as  none 
was  mentioned  in  bis  report.  Here  is  his 
reply  :  "  In  answer  to  your  inquiry  as  to  niy 
feeding  any  animal  food,  etc.,  would  say  that 
I  feed  it  every  other  day.  I  add  to  mash 
about  one-tenth  part  of  meat  scraps.  If  I 
have  any  table  scraps  I  feed  them  daily'in  tbe 
mash,  but  every  other  day  they  get  the  meat 
scraps. 

My  first  chicks,  out  March  28lh,  now  weigh 


over  two  and  one-half  pounds  each  (June  '23(1 ) , 
and  roosters  crowed  for  the  (iist  lime  .Iiiiu' 
ITlli. 

1  enjoy  keeping  a  reconl.  and  being  a  num- 
ber of  the  .E.\periment  Club,  very  much. 

T.  I>.  (;." 

W'e  are  glad  to  have  this  iiifornialion  coiii- 
plrting  Jlr.  l)."s  report  of  his  food  ration, 
given  on  page  -.'l-KJune  15lh  F.-P.  lie  gets 
resuli~. 

•  »  * 

AVill  Help  ray  I  hi' (i  rain  Itill. 
.Massachusetts  member  reports  the  sale  of  u 
do/.eu  cockerels  in  June.  Seven  weighed 
twenty-seven  pounds,  and  five  weighed  si.v- 
teen  poumls  —  a  total  of  forty-time  pouiulH, 
sold  at  twenty  cents  a  pound — ^is.liO  for  the 
dolmen. 

MINORCAS. 

.S.C.  Itlack  Mliion-:is.  slaiMl.iivl  l.n-il  Ic.r  lii  avy  lay- 
ing <|iiallllcs.  1  usr  lliu  L:iir<-Ka  N«  st  Koxcs  In  all 
jiciis.  Vonii({  sidck  have  liic  laniii  nf  .'/li  iicic  farm; 
ai  ('  lar;;e,lii  :iUliv,  aii<l  vlpoi  uiis.  I'  lir  I  lie  paslW  years 
have  lin.'il  IS.  .Mliuiicas  i  xcliislvclv.  Kk);*  fi"""!  ''HI 
st  rain  (ImpcirUMi  lilnls  )  1.')  riir$2..W;  two  or  more  Kil- 
lings S'iper  IS.  Koval  anil  Cornell  strain!-  $1  per  16; 
or  $■!  per  100.    Stoi'l;  for  sale. 

Mrs.  GICO.  K.  MONKOK, 
Memli.n-  lilai'k  .Min.ni  :i  fluli.         Drydcn,  N.  Y. 

BREDTO  LAY 

\V.  WYANDOTTKS, 

ii.  PLYMOUTH  KOCKS. 

Carclully  iireil  from  ilanis  of  stanilaiil  welnlil. 
whose  epii'  laving'  record  for  each  suceeedinir  penera- 
lion  was  iiiillviduaUv  known  lo  have  Increased  from 
yearlo  year.  Males  are  all  from  'JOO-epx  hens,  $1.50 
per  siltiup  of  1.1. 

BKICAULT  POULTKV  F.4ItM, 

1*.  O.  Box  68.  Lawrence,  Mass. 

HOUGHTON'S  WIKE  KGG  CAKKIKK 

Leads  t  he 
llsl.  Senil 
stamp  for  re- 
<liu'ecl  price 
list  anil  tesll- 
iiionials  from 
people  who 
u.-e  tlielli. 
SAMUEL  H. 
11  O  U  G  H  - 
TO  N,  H  ar- 
vard,  Mass. 

P.itent  applied  for. 


I  Had  to  Disappoint  People 

Who  wauted  my  slock  last  season— ihcy  waiU'd 
too  lou;;.  I  am  raisinjc  about  lOCO  chicks  tliis 
ycau,  niy  kiiui,  you  know  —  winning  Ciokicn 
Wyandottes— and  I  liope  lo  he  ahU^  lo  fill  all 
cu  drrs,  but  would  advise  you  to  ordrr 
tarly.  just  the  same,  My  breedinj; 
pens  are  all  headed  by  winners  <>£ 
lirsts,  seconds,  and  thirds,  at  New 
York  and  ISoston,  an<l  it  will  be 
slran^e  if  lliey  don't  prochice  sonic 
prizewinners.  Show  birds  ready  for 
Aujrust  15.  Send  for  niy  handsoun- 
booklet,  and  "readu])"  on  Bornian's  '■"Keanly 
Strain"  of  winning' Golden  AVyandoties. 


delivery 


FRED  BQRMAN,  Danbury,  Conn. 


for 

ay 


2M)  hreediii;;  i.irds  on  hand,  all  careriilly  .selecied 
from  many  llioiisand.s.  The  iai-.^-esI  and  hesl  lilrds  on 
lliiseontMieni.  I!n-ils  not  .-ikin.  from  forty  dillerent 
yards.    iLfffis  in  season,  ferliliiy  ^'iiararileerl. 

Order  early  to  .secure  hirds.    .Mv  hook,  "Nalnr.il 
and  Artitleial  Duck   Culture.-'  with  earli  order 
lilrilsor  e««s.   >ivr  what  the  Hosion  m.irket men 
ahont  our  hirds.    .Send  for  illu.straled  eatalo^'ue. 

THE  MONARCH  INCUBATOR 

still  ahead;  send  for  eatalojfue. 

JAMliS  KANKTN.  So.  Kaston.  Mass. 

PLAINVILLE  FARM 

RHODE  ISLAND  REDS. 

Haviiif;  m:ited  my  hesl  stoi-k  of  ilie  followiii.' 
hrci'ds;  Hliode  Isiaiiil  Iteds,  siiipxle  or  donlile  conih- 
liarieil  nyinoiilh  Hooks,  Feleh  si  rain:  White  I'lvin- 
onlli  liocks.  Hawkins  strain:  White  Wvandoiiis 
Diiston  strain.  Gold  :ind  Silver  Wvaiidoltcs,  Ha«kins 
aiid.lodrey  strain.  KvKS  $1  per'ia:  ini  nlialor  e^^'s, 
S:l..)0  per  hiMidied.  Have  a  due  lot  of  While  Wvan- 
dolte  eoekerels  at  S'J  each. 

HKN«y^.  HOLCOMB,  New  KctI ford ,  Mass, 


KOGS  I  KGG.S  I 

1  f  yon  wish  tu  ..luain  trood  re-iii  i  ^.  place  your  order 
for  CKJ-'S  for  lialchlni;  with  the  l!lvei\ie\v  roiiltry 
Yards,  T.  II.  Campliell,  prop..  l..inrel  .street, 
Kllswiirlh.  Maine.  The  yards  eont:dn:  l  lynionth 
Uoi-ks.  Wy:ind.iiie'.,  and  I.efrhio  ns  ot  ail  kinds,  LIkIiI 
ISraliniHS,  While  Mn  r.voods,  \\  lute  \\  Miiders,  ami  H. 
0.  Klaek  Mliioreas.  "Hlrds  all  taken  many  |)il/<s,'' 
[  have  also  line  pens  of  lirown,  \\  lille  and  Itiill  I.ec- 
honis.  While  WvaiKloites,  liai  ieil  I'lvimnith  Koeks, 
■•"d  l.l^'ht  Uraliihas,  thai  I  v.lll  sell  at  a  riasonahle 
•It'ii-c  eonslderln>.'  the  stock.  Now  is  yonr  ehuiiee 
to  nhialn  i^ood  stock. 

T.  II.  CAMI'UKLL,  Box 221,  Ellsnorth.Aia 


CAPON 


(JH|ie  Worni  IvMrael 
'iV.     lieiiiit    hy  Monev 
Order  or  rei;islered  letter 
U.  I'.  I'lI.I.lNC.VSONs 
1229t'ulIowliill  St  reel, 
Phlliulelphiii.  Pa. 


I  Kiiiplete  set,  with  full 
iMSlrurilons,  poHt-pnid, 
■  111  reei'ipt  nti'^.W.  is  p. 
<  aprui  r.ooi<  free  for  2e. 
viaiiip.  I'lMiltry  Marker, 
'i.e.    Kiiup  .'Sy'ringe,  luc. 


BROILERS  FOR  PROFIT.  50  cents. 

I'':irrii-I*f>iill  I'v  I>orlor,  5(>  cents. 

A  lAviiiu:  Fioni  I'iniltry,  'Zr>  <-4*iitH. 

A  Im'W  liiMiN.  iiHMil  IiIt.  oil*' yr. '^5  cctitH. 

Alllheabovc  for  $1.00.  Addn 

MICHAKI.  K.  ISOVKK.  Hainmoiitoii,  N.  J. 


DO  YOU  WANT  LAYERS 

Cox's  Barred  Ply.  Rocks 

Are  as  ^rood  as  ihe  lu-st,— slrplip-liPalthy.  viuorons, 
nicely  barreil,  farm  raised  hlrds,  .""elected  m  ar  by  ycur 
fiir  c^'t's  for  ntnr  vcars:  I'M  eff^'s  per  In  n.  varlv. 
Striclly     fn-li.    hi;:hly     f<  rtile    (>--s   Inr  halrhinV' 

Every  Day  in  tlie  Year, 

al  *'.'perl:;;      |ier     :  Sin  per  luii. 

H.  F.  COX.  Satbath  Rest.  Pa. 


IIICT  OUTNeuj  illustralod  calaloque 
JU^  V-pEEofthe'lDCAL'Green 
^  ft^     ^ryBoRC  ScVeqetablo  Cutters 

 ^-^ujilh  Hardened  Sleel 

RollorBearmqs.lOStLilcs. 
AutomalicWaterrountains. 
Incub atorButton s  vGrain 
Crushers.  PopularPricei' 
Chapman  Mfc.Go..Bo>  400,  w.UptonMaV* 


THE  VERY  15EST  (in:ililv  llnelv  (rrotind  meal  .in 
Ihs.  for  ?1 ;  S3  per  llKl:  eoarse  for  fowls  40  ihs.  for  SI : 
S2  per  1(10.    Our  own  make.   Monev  hack  .f  not  salis- 
lled.    Circular  free.       Brookslde  Poiiltrv  Karni, 
J.  E.  Stevenson.  Columbus.  N..J. 


Worth 
More  than 
All  the 
Poultry 
Books 
Ever 

Published. 

All  for  $4 

THE  NINE  VOLUMES  OF 

Farm-  Poultry, 

Vols.  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  8,  9. 

Vols.  1,2,3,  boiiiiil  ill  one  b;iiulfioiiie  vol- 
ume.   "Vol.s.  4,  a,  (i,  7,  8,  0,  uiiIiouihI. 

Resuliir  Yearly  Price  of  the  nine 
voUim<'8  was  $G.50.  We  will  setiii  all 
for  $4.00  easb,  if  till  orderetl  ;it  one  liine. 
A  e'oiiiplete  lii.story  of  tlie  ri.-e  of  the  poiilti-y 
industry  may  he  ^leaneil  from  tlicse  volumes. 

The  Best  Possible  Guide 
for  the  Amateur. 

.Scn<l  ;ill  ortler.s  to 
I.  S.  JOHNSON  &  CO.,  Boston,  Mass. 
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•    •    Semi-Monthly,  • 


The 


rUBLISUED 

I  St  and   15th  of  each  month 


I.  S.JOHNSON  6l  CO.,  Boston,  Mass. 

A.  F.  HUNTEK,  Editor. 
Price,  One  Dollar  per  year,  in  Advance. 
Six  months  50  Cents, 
Single  Copies  Five  Cents, 
One  Sample  Free. 

Add  for  postage  to  toreittn  countries,  48  Cents  extra 
to  yearly,  and  W  Cuuls  to  six  months  subscription  rale. 

Kcmit  by  P.  O.  or  Express  money  order, 
cash  or  postaee  stamps,  in  reeistered  letter. 

Address  all  lellers,  attd  make  all  payments  payable 
to  I.  S.  JOHNSON  &  CO.. 

22  Custom  House  St.,  Boston,  Mass. 


Green 


\l/r<innQr  when  you  ICecelve 
n  I  Qllll||l  FAKM-l'oULTKYin  a  tircen 
rr  Wrapper  yoiir  subscriptiou 
ends  witli  tliui  issui;.  Tlieretore,  please  send  cash 
$1.00  to  renew— for— 

We  SliHll  Always  Stop  the  Paper  when  the 
time  for  wliioh  i I  is  paid  lias  expired :  so  tliat  to  avoid 
nils,slui;  nufubers  all  should  renew  promptly. 

Change  in  Address— When  ordering  a  change  in 
,tlie  address,  subscribers  should  be  sure  to  give  tlicir 
former  as  well  as  llieir  present  address,  or  w;e  cannot 
make  the  change:  our  list  is  kept  by  towns  first. 

Canvassers  "Wanted  in  every  torni  to  solicit  sub- 
scriptions. Terms  sent  on  application.  Liberal  com- 
mission paid  in  cash.   Send  for  our  Terms  to  Agents. 


THE   ADVERTISING  RATE 

is  30c.  per  Agate  Line  Eacli  Issue. 
Fourteen  Lines  in  every  Inch  of  single  column 
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EDITORIAL. 


Wright's  Practical  Poultry  Keeper. 

The  cordial  reception  given  by  discriminut- 
ing  readers  to  the  new  edition  of  this  valuable 
book  is  most  gratifyiug,  aud  attests  the  marked 
advance  in  intelligent  interest  in  poultry  liter- 
ature. There  is  no  gainsaying  the  criticism  ot 
a  well  known  literary  man,  that  "  the  poultry 
interest  has  no  literature  worthy  of  the 
name;"  measured  by  the  small  calibre  of  the 
"booklets"  and  periodicals  of  the  past  ten 
years,  he  is  correct  in  his  estimate. 

Mr.  Wright's  book,  however,  will  cause  a 
revision  of  that  estimate,  because  of  its  high 
standard'  of  intelligence  ;md  its  genuine 
literary  merit.  It  is  a  hook,  with  all  the 
wealth  of  meaning  which  that  term  implies, 
and  as  such  we  cordially  recommend  it  to 
those  of  our  readers  who  want  the  best 
poultry  literature. 

Its  over  three  hundred  pages  arc  packed 
with  thoughtful,  carefully  considered  instruc- 
tion, and  the  numerous  illustrations  really 
"  illustrate"  the  meaning.  We  seud  the  book 
from  this  olfice,  postpaid,  to  any  address; 
upon  receipt  of  price,  §2;  or  the  book  and 
Fakm-Poultry  one  year,  §2.50.  This  latter 
olTer  can  be  taken  advantage  of  by  old  as  well 
as  new  subscribers,  that  is,  your  subscription 
to  F.-P.  will  lie  extended  a  full  year  from 
expiration  of  present  subscriptiou,  and  the 
book  will  lie  sent  you  at  once  for  the  §2.50. 

Shouldn't  Advertise  in  Farm-Poultry, 
Then. 

In  a  letter  just  received  from  Mr.  Cushman, 
he  writes: 

Have  ju.st  received  an  order  for  eggs  for 
hatching,  but  had  removed  all  males  from 
pens  by  July  4th,  so  b.id  to  return  it.  It 
seems  as  though  orders  would  never  stop 
coming." 

That's  one  of  the  misfortunes  of  advertising 
in  a  live  paper;  people  will  keep'  sending 
orders.  Mr.  Cushman  can  put  his  ad.  in 
papers  that  won't  afflict  him  with  orders. 


They  .Should  Advertise. 

We  have  a  letter  from  a  reader  in  Connecti- 
cut, who  is  prompted  to  write  by  our  mention 
that  chicken.s  are  scarce,  and  people  wanting 
to  buy  cannot  find  them.  He  says  be  can 
spare  fifty  at  a  reasonable  price,  and  wants  us 
to  put  him  in  communication  with  parties 
wanting  to  buy. 

He  ought  to  know  that  we  cannot  do  that, 
in  justice  lo  advertisers  who  are  advertising 
chickens  for  sale.  He  can  advertise  them  in 
the  regular  advertising  columns,  and  then  he 
will  be  exactly  on  a  level  with  other  adver- 
tisers ;  but  it  would  be  unfair  for  us  to  step  in 
between  customers  and  paying  advertisers 
and  divert  the  orders  to  him. 

We  have  two  letters  from  men  wanting 
positions  on  poultry  farms,  asking  if  we  can 
direct  them  to  situations.  Certainly  not;  the 
advertising  columns  are  open  to  them,  and 
they  should  make  their  wants  known  there. 
Another  party  wants  to  rent  a  small  farm, 
with  the  privilege  of  buying;  —  he  should 
advertise.  In  short,  if  you  want  to  buy  or 
sell,  advertise. 

Darkies,  Dog.s  and  Ruts. 

A  correspondent  in  Virginia  tells  us  of  his 
chicken  losses  as  follows  : 

"  My  chicken  experience  is  limited  to  having 
last  spring  hatched  two  hundred  aud  twenty 
chicks  from  three  hundred  and  twenty  eggs  in 
a  Cyphers  incubator,  and  it  may  interest  you  to 
know  of  the  fatal  disease  that  carried  them  otl" 
faster  than  I  could  keep  track  of  —  a  disease 
quite  common  in  this  latitude ;  but  it  was  new 
to  me,  and  I  do  not  recall  having  seen  a 
remedy,  prevention  or  cure,  suggested  in  the 
poultry  papers. 

"  The  chicks  prospered  amazingly  until  they 
were  six  weeks  old,  then  1  removed  them  to  a 
shed  in  about  one-quarter  acre  of  wood,  with 
a  five  foot  fence.  Just  about  the  time  I  pro- 
posed having  chickens  of  my  own  first  raising 
on  the  table,  the  first  symptoms  appeared,  i.  e., 
the  chickens  disappeared,  ten  or  fifteen  at  a 
time,  and  always  in  the  night.  The  critical 
stage  was  reached  when  I  put  a  dog  in  the 
yard  ;  he  had  a  monopoly  at  first,  but  soon  got 
fat  and  careless,  and  then  the  darkies  and  dog 
worked  in  harmony. 

"  Between  them  they  got  away  with  one 
hundred  and  seventy  chickens." 

That  is  certainly  sufficiently  aggravating  to 
justify  the  use  of  a  gun  on  both  darkies  and 
dog. 

ATe  visited  a  poultrytuan  last  week  who 
complained  that  his  chickens  had  been  gradu- 
ally disappearing,  and  he  had  just  discovered 
the  cause.  His  farm  boy  had  brought  him  a 
chicken  that  day  with  the  middle  toe  nail 
gone,  and  said  he  heard  the  chicken  crying 
out  and  held  down  beside  a  disused  dog 
house  beside  the  barn.  Getting  the  poultry- 
man  to  help,  two  of  them  upended  the  dog 
house,  and  in  a  hollow  beneath  the  floor  was 
an  enormous  rat, —  aud  chickens.  The  rat 
ran,  but  the  poultryman  was  too  (luick  for 
him,  and  laid  him  out  with  a  blow  from  a 
stick.  There  were'  sixteen  chickens  stowed 
away  there  in  a  heap,  from  a  week  old  up  to 
chicks  that  would  weigh  a  pound  and  a  half, 
and  all  fresh  killed  ;  none  killed  long  enough 
to  be  tainted. 

Moral. 

Wants  an  American  White  Wyandotte 
Club. 

A  correspondent  in  Alameda,  Cal.,  writes  r 
"  Is  there  any  established  White  Wyandotte 
club,  similar  to  the  White  Plymouth  Rock 
club?  If  not,  why  should  we  not  have  one? 
I  consider  the  AVhite  Wyandottes  the  best 
breed  in  the  Standand,  after  trying  many  of 
them  ;  they  are  fastgrowiiig  in  favor  out  here, 
and  1  am  sure  will  continue  to  be  right  at  the 
front." 

There  is  an  eastern  White  Wyandotte  club, 
confined  to  breeders  of  the  New  lOiigland  aud 
middle  states,  but  no  national  White  Wyan- 
dotte club,  so  far  as  we  know. 

An  American  club  of  any  kind  is  rather 
unwieldy;  our  country  is  too  big.  If  we  had 
an  American  White  AVyandotte  club,  for 
instance,  and  it  held  its  annual  meetings  in 
say  New  York,  then  Chicago,  then  Atlanta, 
then  San  Francisco,  then  Minneapolis,  then 
Boston,  then  New  Orleans,  then  Toronto, 
would  there  be  delegates  from  far  oif  at  the 
meetings?  If  not,  would  it  be  a  representative 


American  (or  national)  meeting?  Why,  the 
American  Poultry  Association  barely  gets 
out  twenty-five  or  thirty  members  to  an 
annual  meeting.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  an 
American  or  national  specialty  club  is  hardly 
practical  in  such  a  great  country  as  ours. 
The  White  Plymouth  Rock  club  which  our 
correspondent  mentions,  is  practically  local 
in  the  mid-west,  nearly  all  its  members  and 
officers  being  in  and  close  about  Illinois. 
Similarly  with  the  Leghorn  club,  which  is 
practically  local  in  New  York  —  and  "there 
are  others.'' 

.Join  the  Experiment  Club. 

AVe  call  attention  to  the  Experiment  Club's 
special  notice  to  readers  in  this  issue.  Will 
you  join  the  club,  and  help  the  good  work 
along?  Every  reader  of  F.\km-Poulthy 
ought  to  be  able  to  report  at  least  one  lot  of 
fowls. 

It  does  not  matter  whether  you  are  a  '•  big 
breeder"  or  a  little  one  —  all  receive  attention 
alike  in  the  club,  and  all  are  cordially  wel- 
come. The  club  is  for  e"very  reader  of  Farm- 
Poultry  who  has  a  real  interest  in  fowls. 
There  are  no  membership  fees.  It  costs  noth- 
ing to  join.  The  only  expense  to  members  is 
the  twenty-four  cents  a  year  which  they  pay 
for  postage  stamps  when  returning  blanks. 
Inquiries  of  club  members  which  require  a 
personal  reply  by  inail,  are  promptly  attended 
to.  A  physiciau  who  has  given  rhticli  time  to 
the  study  of  poultry  diseases,  is  always  ready 
to  answer  all  inquiries  of  club  members 
regarding  the  health  of  their  stock.  This  is  a 
special  advantage  which  club  members  have 
over  other  readers. 

All  members  are  invited  to  write  freely  to 
the  editor^  and  we  hope  all  who  can  will  send 
reports  of  anything  concerning  their  poultry 
w  hich  they  think  will  be  of  interest.  It  is  not 
always  possible  to  use  such  matter  entire,  but 
it  is  '•  boiled  down,"  and  the  essential  facts 
are  published  for  the  benefit  of  Farm-Poul- 
try readers. 

The  new  club  year  begins  October  1st.  If 
you  are  interested,  and  wish  to  help  along  the 
good  work,  seud  in  your  application,  and 

JOIN  THE  EXPEELMEXT  CLUB. 

What  One  Man  Did. 

A  few  years  ago,  on  a  very  busy  day,  a 
young  man  entered  the  editorial  sanctum  of 
one  of  our  well  known  poultry  papers.  The 
young  man  was  thin  and  delicate,  and  had 
the  appearance  of  one  on  the  brink  of  con- 
sumption; moreover,  he  looked  "green.'' 
The  editor  was  busy  and  irritable.  Con- 
versation about  as  follows : 

Young  Man. — "  What  kind  of  an  incubator 
would  you  advise  me  to  get?  I  expect  to 
start  in  the  poultry  business." 

Editor. — "  Ever  see  an  incubator?" 

Y.  M.— "'Er  no;  but  " 

Ed. — "  Know  anything  about  hens?  " 

Y.  M.— '-'Er  no;  but  I  want  " 

Ed. —  "  Here  is  ft  copy  of  the  paper.  Better 
go  home,  and  stinj  there." 

The  young  man  was  not  the  stay  at  home 
kind.  He  was  "  green  "  at  anything  pertain- 
ing to  the  poultry  business.  He  had  always 
worked  in  a  close,  stuffy  city  office,  and  had 
worked  hard.  His  physician  told  him  that 
unless  he  got  out  in  the  open  air,  and  quit 
ortice  work,  he  would  not  live  a  year.  He 
liked  animals  and  fowls,  and  the  idea  of 
having  a  poultry  farm  to  give  him  outdoor 
work  was  captivating. '  He  had  a  little 
capital,  and  he  invested  it  in  a  small  farm, 
fowls  and  poultry  buildings.  The  editor's 
rebuft"  galled  him,  and  he  made  up  his  mind 
that  he  would  show  that  staying  at  home  was 
not  in  his  line. 

Since  the  purchase  of  the  farm  he  has 
worked  and  studied  hard;  has  made  himself 
a  thorough  practical  farmer  and  poultryman. 
He  had  experience  aud  discouragements  in 
••  big  chuuks,"  but  he  profited  by  them.  Two 
years  ago  he  tried  a  small  ad.  in  Faijm-Poul- 
TRY,  to  sell  incubator  eggs  and  chicks.  The 
returns  Were  so  good  that  last  year  a  little 
larger  ad.  was  tried.  This  ad.  cost  about  §20 
while  running,  aud  the  returns  from  it  were 
in  excess  of  §200.  During  this  time  his  stock 
has  steadily  improved  iu  standard  and  utility 
qualities.  His  business  in  poultry  aud  eggs 
for  market,  and  in  breeding  stock  and  eggs 
for  hatching,  has  steadily  increased.  He 
advertises  only  in  Farm-Poultry',  and  says 


that  he  has  to  hustle  to  keep  up  with  the 
orders  he  receives.  When  asked  how  the 
returns  from  his  advertising  suited,  the  reply 
was  a  characteristic  shrug,  and  "rm  not  kick- 
ing." 

The  few  years  work  on  a  poultry  farm  La^ 
brought  him  health,  strength,  and  content- 
ment—  for  he  enjoys  his  work.  The  editor 
would  never  once  suspect  that  this  strong  sun- 
browned  poultryman  was  the  same  sickly 
youth  he  advised  to  stay  at  home. 

Grit,  pluck,  application,  and  sticktoitivenegg 
has  built  him  up  a  good  business,  stock  equal 
to  the  best,  and  a  modern  poultry  farm.  This 
year  finds  him  taking  his  place  among  Farm- 
PouLTRY'-s  prominent  advertisers.  AV'ill  he 
stay  there?   AVe  think  so. 

Eggs  Second  To  MUk. 

The  principal  food  product  of  >Ias.<achu- 
setts  is  not  beans,  but  milk.  A  volume  of  the 
state  census  of  1895,  just  issued,  shows  that 
the  total  value  of  all  agricultural  products  •i 
during  the  census  year  was  about  fifty-three  P 
million  dollars.  The  milk  produced  in  that 
year  was  valued  at  almost  fourteen  millioD 
dollars.  Eggs  took  the  second  place,  altbougl 
far  enough  behind,  with  a  valuation  of  three' 
million  dollars.  Potatoes  ranked  third,  butter 
fourlh,  cranberries  fifth,  strawberries  sixth, 
and  cucumbers,  worth  three  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars,  beat  oats  and  rye  in  the  race  for 
the  largest  total. 

A  Minnesota  farmer  might  rub  his  eyes  and 
wonder  over  these  statistics,  liut  of  course 
they  indicate  nothing  except  that  3Ia>sachu- 
setts  is  not  an  agricultural  state. —  Youth's 
Companion. 

[In  this  connection  it  would  be  well  to  keep 
in  mind  the  fact  that  over  twenty-seven  mil- 
lion dozens  of  eggs  were  imported  into  the 
state  in  the  year  1898,  of  a  total. value  of  O'v  r 
four  million  dollars;  that  is  simply  the  num- 
ber coming  to  Boston  by  fi'eight,  boat  and 
rail,  and  doesn't  include  shipments  in  liy 
express,  and  by  rail  to  other  business  center>. 
as  Lowell,  Worcester,  Springfield,  etc. 

We  have  a  state  board  of  agriculture  in 
Massachusetts,  but  it  does  not  know  that  egL:> 
are  an  agricultural  product.  Thousands  for 
milk,  biit  not  one  cent  for  eggs,"  is  its  faith. 
—  Ed.  F.-P.] 


It 


A  Few  Compliments. 

A'aluable  Information. 

I  am  pleased  to  inform  you  that  through 
your  publication  very  much  valuable  informa- 
tion has  come  to  our  notice.  B.  F.  B. 

Hallstead,  Pa. 

It  Is  Thorough.  ^ 

I  must  say  I  am  deeply  interested  in  your 
paper.  It  is  so  thorough,  so  explanatory  and 
"  to  the  point." 

Your  practical  Experiment  Club  is  cer- 
tainly a  splendid  idea,  and  it  is  a  great  help  to 
me.  E.  L.,  Jr. 

New  York  City. 

Couies  to  Help. 

If  1  get  stuck  on  anything  Far.m-Poultrv 
is  sure  to  come  with  some  article  that  seems 
to  have  been  written  especially  for  my  benefit. 
Long  live  Fakm-Poultuy",  say  I. 

Elvilla,  Pa.  E.  H.  B. 

Useful  Information. 

I  have  just  been  reading  over  the  last  throe 
years  numbers  of  Farm-Poultry,  and  have 
been  more  and  more  strongly  impressed  with 
the  great  amount  of  good  and  useful  informa- 
tion regarding  the  keeping  of  poultry  which 
it  contains.  N.  A.  1). 

Toronto,  Ont.,  Can. 

Cannot  Do  ATithout  It. 

Farm-Poultry  has  been  in  our  family  for 
two  years.  1  find  it  a  very  useful  paper,  and 
cannot  do  without  it  as  long  as  1  keep  poultry, 
which  has  long  been  my  hobby.;  but  I  didn't 
know  there  was  any  profit  until  I  saw  your 


paper. 
Lexington.  Tenn. 


H.  H.  B. 


Gets  Good  From  It. 

I  enjoy  your  paper.  Farm-Poultry,  very 
much.  It  is  better  than  any  of  the  others  I 
receive,  and  I  get  more  good  from  it  than 
from  all  the  otheis  together.         C.  W.  H. 

Cleveland,  O. 
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Answers  to  Correspondents. 

Corresponiteuls  trhu  enclose  stamps  fur  reply  receive 
immediate  answers  by  mail.  When  no  stamps  are 
enfloscd  f/uesttons  tcliich  are  of  ijeneral  interest  ami 
have  not  recently  appeared  here  are  printed  icith 
answers  in  t his  department.  Several  correspondents 
sometimes  write  at  aliout  the  same  time  to  ask  the  same 
question.  Of  course  only  one  intiniry  is  printed.  Look 
for  the  answer  to  your  question,  not  for  your  initials 
and  residence. 


Sick  Ducklings. 

Mr.  Kdilor: — Ikivj  ducks  from  two  to  ten  weeks 
old,  and  liiid  some  ile:id  almost  every  day.  Tliey  fall 
over  oil  their  backs,  ami  shako  ami  (|uiver  —  and 
these,  as  well  as  the  older  ones,  will  he  nuahle  to 
walk.  They  appear  to  he  in  jjood  lieallli  otherwise, 
and  eat  well.  A  few  recover  when  placed  in  a  room 
hy  themselves.  We  feed  rolled  oals  to  start  them, 
and  then  hrau,  shorts,  and  corn  meal  mixeil.  How 
can  we  help  them?  .M.  I'. 

Alowryslowu.O. 

The  tfouble  lies  in  tlic  fet'dinij.  Von  do  not 
mention,  giving  them  meat  food,  grit,  ;mu1 
green  fooit.  Tbey  neeil  all  three.  Dncks  will 
not  thrive  unless  they  have  a  liberal  stijiply  of 
animal  fond  and  green  stnll'.  Do  you  give 
them  their  thinking  water  in  pans  deep 
enough,  so  that  tliey  can  get  their  heads 
beneath  the  surface  of  the  water?  This  is 
essential  if  you  are  to  have  healthy  ducks. 


ICaltliui;  in  Tliroat. 

Mr.  Kditor:— I  am  having  a  lot  of  Irouhle  with  niy 
fowls.  Have  lost  more  lately  than  in  the  past 
twenty  years.  They  are  Le;;liorus,  liurred  I'lymontli 
Hocks,  and  While  Wyandoltes,  and  all  have  the 
same  trouble.  Housed  in  tw<(  houses,  each  14  x  oO 
£ei;t,00  birds  in  each  house;  good  run.  liens  in  eacV 
pen  have  rattling  in  the  throat  —  I  iltle  at  lirst.  II 
keei»s  i  ncreasiug  so  they  have  to  op<'n  their  mouths 
t-j  breathe,  and  at  last  choke  to  dealli.  Combs  turn 
purple;  In'aii  tloes  not  swell.  No  discliarj;e,  and  no 
odor.  House  is  clean,  high  au(l.dry.  Can  you  help 
me?  C.  A.  15. 

Windham  Depot,  X.  II. 

Trouble  is  a  croupous  inflammation  of 
larger  air  passages.  May  result  from  expos- 
ure to  sudden  climatic  changes,  iidialing  the 
fumes  of  some  irritating  funiigaiit,  or  to 
inhaling  irritating  dust,  like  partially  slaked 
lime.    It  rarely  appears  in  a  contagious  form. 

For  general  treatment  of  whole  flock,  use 
to  each  pint  of  drinking  water  two  grains  of 
tartar  emetic.  Allow  no  other  drink.  If 
only  a  few  birds  are  atlected,  individual  treat- 
ment will  give  best  results.  Give  each  bird 
three  times  daily  a  talilet  containing  one 
thousandth  of  a  grain  of  arsenite.of  antimony. 

Death  is  caused  by  choking,  from  accumula- 
tion of  mucus  in  windpipe. 


A  Wortliless  Chicken. 

Sir.  Kflitor:  — I  have  a  White  Wyandotte  chicken 
two  months  old,  which  has  a  growth  on  its  neck'  like  a 
fatty  tumor.  It  has  pulled  all  the  feathers  from  the 
growth.  Can  you  tell  nie  what  to  do  for  it?  It 
seems  well  in  other  ways,  but  does  not  grow. 

Fitchburg,  JIass.  W.H.  S. 

The  chicken  will  never  amount  to  much, 
and  is  not  worth  fussing  with.  It  is  not  fit 
for  food  or  to  keep  for  breeding.  The  wisest 
thing  to  do  would  be  to  kill  and  bury  it. 


Internal  Hemorrhage. 

Mr.  Editor: — I  lose  a  hen  once  in  a  while  with  a 
disease  unknown  to  me.  The  heii  is  taken  suddenly 
with  gasping,.as  though  she  is  oppressed  for  breath, 
and  almost  always  dies.  >'o  signs  of  cold  or  roup. 
What  is  the  trouble?  C.  W.  1'.  X. 

Wellesley,Mass. 

Hens  are  overfat.  Walls  of  blood  vessels 
have  sull'ered  fatty  degeneration,  and  are 
weakened.  Any  eflbrt  on  the  part  of  the  fowl 
which  results  in  increased  blood  pressure  may 
result  in  rupture  of  the  weakened  walls  of  the 
blood  vessels;  if  a  large  one,  death  results. 
If  a  small  one,  especially  if  near  or  in  the 
lungs,  there  will  be  gasping  for  breath,  and 
weakness  followed  by  death  or  apparent 
recovery,  according  to  the  severity  and  loca- 
tion of  the  hemorrhage.  Victim  is  suddenly 
taken.  Most  overfat  fowls  appear  to  be  in 
good  condition,  as  far  as  looks  go.  AVeigh 
the  hens  occasionally ,  and  feed  so  as  to  avoid 
excessive  fat,  especially  internal  fat,  which 
does  not  »how  itself  until  you  put  the  fowl  to 
the  test  of  the  scales. 


Faulty  Breeders.    Cliicks  Leave  Incubator 
Too  Soon. 

Mr.  Editor: —We  would  like  to  know  what  causes 
so  much  bowel  trouble  among  our  chicks  when  only 
two  or  three  days  o  d  We  us  a  Cyphers  incubator, 
and  run  at  Oii  degrees, and  never  any  higher  than 
103  degrees  at  the  hottest,  until  the  hatch  is  most  off. 
Then  it  sometimes  goes  to  lOd  degrees.  We  lost  a 


good  ni.my  clilcks  by  some  cause  unknown  to  us. 
This  time  we  have  taken  out  all  the  chicks  as  soon 
as  ilrit-d  t>ll',  so  as  not  to  U-ave  tlu'Ui  lu  the  nnichine 
loo  long  to  overheat.  We  i)Ul  all  in  a  wooden  liox, 
and  covered  with  ;i  cloth.  Once  when  we  had  about  a 
hundred,  they  were  put  In  a  hot  water  brooder.  We 
feed  only  niolsteneil  rolled  wheat  ami  rolled  oals. 
Chicks  are  n(H  cloggeii  at  vent,  and  seem  clean  «uil- 
Blde.  What  remedy  can  we  use  lor  the  bowel  trou- 
ble? McL. 
Ueildlng,  I'a. 

A  good  de;ilof  the  trouble  is  due  lo  faulty 
breeding  stock.  Be  sure  Uial  \onr  bnedt  rs 
are  in  good  condition. 

We  never  have  an_\  ti-onblc  with  our 
Cyphers.  "When  the  chi<Uvs  are  coming  out  of 
the  shell  at  a  lively  rate  the  teniper;iturc 
ranges  from  10;!°  to  104A°,  ami  even  105°,  and 
it  does  not  hurt  the  chicks  any.  Wc  turn 
down  the  lamp  if  it  goes  above  10.")°.  When 
the  chicks  dry  they  drop  into  the  nursery 
beneath  the  tray,  into  cooler  iju:irlers.  It  is 
;i  mistake  to  take  them  from  tlie  machine  too 
early;  they  arc  better  oil'  in  the  machine. 
Leave  them  in  the  m;ichine  until  the  twenty- 
secoiul  day,  then  remove  tlicm  to  the  brooders 
and  give  them  their  lirst  feed  at  once.  This 
will  save  a  lot  of  trouble. 

For  the  sick  cliicks  try  a  tliiril  of  teaspooii- 
ful  of  pure  veneti;in  red  in  e;ich  (juart  founl- 
ain  of  drinking  waler.  Ueiiew  the  water 
often,  but  do  not  rinse  out  the  red.  llenew 
the  red  in  a  week  if  necessary. 


Kxjierlence  of  a  Novice. 

Mr.  Kdilor: — I  recently  bought  some  While 
Leghorns,  a  ni;ilc  and  three  hens,  from  a  well 
known  poultry  farmer.  The  conditions  uiulcr 
which  they  have  been  kept  are  as  follows: 
Housed  beneath  the  stable.  They  occupy  a 
space  about  10  x  10  at  the  southeast  corner, 
which  on  one  side  (southeast)  is  all  glass, 
with  a  few  panes  taken  out.  There  is  a  sash 
windovf  on  south  side.  The  flooring  is  earth, 
with  a  lew  boards.  Kun  extends  to  the 
south,  is  25  X  40,  and  has  plenty  of  grass. 
Samples  of  food  enclosed.  A  warm  mash  of 
sample  A  (;i  mixture  of  ground  oats  and  corn 
m;iinly,  apparently  one  of  the  concentr;ited 
ready  mixed  foods)  fed  mornings.  Some- 
times omitted,  and  soaked  bread  and  haiid- 
fuls  of  sample  B  (one  of  the  ready  mixed 
scratching  foods  containing  a  variety  of 
grain).  Table  scraps  at  noon.  At  night  foed 
B  is  fed.  Cabbage,  other  green  slutt',  grit, 
charcoal,  crushed  bone,  oyster  shell,  and 
plenty  of  fresh  water  also  supplied. 

They  are  always  up  at  sunrise,  and  out  in 
the  run.  The  birds  were  received  in  excel- 
lent condition,  and  remained  so  until  the 
death  of  one  three  weeks  ago.  The  three 
hens  have  averaged  two  and  one-half  eggs 
per  day.  One  of  the  hens  used  to  lay  a 
prickly" egg,  covered  with  prickly  projections 
about  the  size  of  a  pin  head.  Two  days 
before  her  death  she  sat  down  in  the  grass  a 
good  deal,  but  when  disturbed  would  get  up 
and  appear  all  right.  On  rroruing  of  day 
of  death  she  was  found  sittiug  on  boards, 
apparently  very  ill;  died  in  a  very  short 
time.  Crop  was  full.  Sent  her  to  firm  I 
bought  her  of  for  examination,  but  delay  of 
express  resulted  in  her  arriving  in  such  con- 
dition that  a  thorough  examination  could  not 
be  made.  They  thought  cause  of  death 
inflammation  of  ovaries  and  egg  passage.  I 
would  like  to  know  the  cause  of  the  prickly 
eggs,  and  if  there  is  anything  wrong  with 
tiie  way  I  care  for  the  birds.  Also,  how  best 
10  handle  White  Leghorns  generally. 

The  hen  house  is  on  high,  dry,  rather  sandy 
land.  Soil  is  dry,  but  not  dusty.  Should  it 
be  ;ibsolutely  dry,  i.  e.  dusty ?  Ventilation  is 
all  that  could  be'desired.  A  Novice. 

Sing  Sing,  N.  Y. 

Immediate  cause  of  death  was  inflammation 
of  ovaries  and  egg  duct.  The  hen  was  or  had 
been  overfat  with  internal  fat.  Fowls  in 
such  condition  frequently  lay  abnormal  eggs, 
owing  to  fowls'  condition,  resulting  in  per- 
verted function  of  the  vital  organs.  Any  hen 
having  disorders  of  reproductive  organs  never 
perfectly  recovers. 

The  main  trouble  is  that  you  are  feeding 
too  much  and  too  concentrated  food.  That 
mash  mixture  should  have  an  equal  bulk  of 
bran  added  to  it  before  teing  fed.  With  so 
few  hens  and  pJenty  of  scraps,  you  do  not 
need  any  mash.  With  a  plentiful  supply  of 
talde  scraps,  your  fowls  do  not  need  much 
grain,  but  should  have  plenty  of  green  food. 
An  average  ration  of  about  three  and  one- 
half  ounces  of  food  per  fowl  is  suflicient  for 
your  variety  ;  but  you  must  feed  theiu  accord- 
ing to  appetite. 

The  house  is  all  right  for  this  season  of  the 
year,  but  has  rather  too  much  glass  for 
winter.  Unless  you  put  on  double  windows 
it  will  be  too  cold.  The  house  should  not  be 
dusty.  When  every  time  the  fowls  scratch 
they  send  up  clouds  of  dust  you  can^  make 
sure  that  you  will  have  them  troubled  with 
diseases  of  the  respiratory  organs.  Have  the 
house  dry,  but  not  dusty. 


lloiiNi-  lluildinK- 

Mr.  Kdilor: —  1  am  planning  to  build,  next 
nioiith,;i  hen  house  lifly  feel  liing.  'I'lie  plans 
of  the  siTalcliing  room  house  publishetl  in 
May  1  I'  AUM-l'oi  1,1  itv  seem  lo  iiie  lo  possess 
superior  advanUiLjes  over  the  scralcliing  shed 
house.  1  Would  like  your  opinion  as  to  which 
is  the  best  house  for  this  section,  iind  also  if 
you  think  the  open  shed  house  possesses  any 
ailvant;iL.'es  over  the  scratching  room  house. 

New  Haven,  Conn.  \'..  C.  1'. 

We  think  you  will  lind  the  scratching  room 
house  illustrated  on  title  page  of  May  1  Faiim- 
I'oCLTKV  the  best  house  for  your  purpose. 
It  is  better  suited  to  the  severe  New  Fngland 
winters  tluin  an  open  shed  house.  U  i)os- 
sesses  all  the  atlvantages  possible  in  any  open 
shed  house,  and  none  of  the  disadv:int:iges, 
as  it  is  both  a  closed  ami  an  olU'ii  house  at  the 
option  of  the  owner.  You  will  lind  It  a  most 
satisfactory  house  for  all  seasons  of  Iht^  year. 


A  New  Book  oil  Poultry  Diseases. 

"  The  Diseases  of  Poultry,"  is  the  title  of  a 
new  book  which  treats  of  the  diseases 
encountered  in  the  poultry  yard,  and  handles 
the  subject  in  a  very  complete  and  scientilic 
manner.  Dr.  D.  E.  Salmon,  the  author,  is 
chief  of  the  U.  S.  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry, 
and  has  for  a  number  of  years  given  attention 
to  poultry  diseases.  George  E.  Howard  & 
Co.,  Washington,  D.  C,  are  the  publishers. 
The  book  contains  seventy-two  illustrations, 
which  serve  as  helps  in  diagnosing  diseases. 
AVe  can  supply  this  valuable  work  for  flfiy 
cents  a  copy.  All  orders  should  be  sent  to 
Fakm-Poultky,  22  Custom  House  Street, 
Boston,  Mass. 


One  dollar  sent  us  today  will  bring  you  the 
complete  set  of  four  volumes  of  the  Bits  of 
Cohamon  Sense  Series,  by  Marion  Harland, 
and  this  paper  for  a  year. 


Why  50  Many  Die 


in  round  numbers  how  many 
millions  of  young  chicks  die 
from  different  causes  known 
to  ao  few  of  the  hundreds  of 
'  thousantlg  of  poultry  raisers. 

TO  ASSURESUCCESS 

and  learn  how  to  prevent  tbe  bfg  losses  so  common  in 
poultry  raising  it  is  only  necessary  to  own  a  copy  of 

Practical  Poultry  Culture 

which  will  start  you  right  and  keep  you  riKht.  Tells  ev 
erything  the  beginner  should  know,  and  aids  the  expe- 
rienced in  a  hundred  ways.  It  consists  of  150  pages  of 
up-to-date  poultry  lore  from  the  pens  of  practi- 
cal and  experienced  hands.  Endorsed  by  al  1  leading  poul- 
try authorities  and  editors  of  poultry  publications.  Don't 
be  satisfied  until  you  get  it.  It  will  both  make  and  save 
you  money.  Price  35  cents  by  mail  postpaid.  or50cfiote 

iucludins  a  year's  subscription  to  tlie 

AGRICULTURAL  EPITOMIST 

&  monthly  publication  o  f  sterling  value  and  indiepensablo 
to  the  Up-to-date  Farmer,  Gardiner.  Livo  Stock  and 
Poultry  Baiser.    Eeculnr  subscription   price,  50  cents 

Address  EPITOMIST  PUB.  CO.,  Indianapolis,  lnd< 


FREE  SAMPLE  COPY  .  ,  . 

(If  tin-  bfsi  pr;u-lii;il  in'ullr\  iiapir  niniltd  t<t;iny 
;nliiri  s->.    tiond  ymirs  mi  a  po.sial. 

TIIK  rOlir/ritY  ITKM.  IrnkH,  Pa. 

PEEP-O'-DAY 

Portable  Poultry- House. 

Well  niaile  ainl  paiutiMl, 
llaniisoirie  ill  a  p|M-araiii'e, 
'two  i)arts:  Seraleliinji 
Shfil.  KimstiiiK  and  Lay- 
ink'  K'M.:ii.  I\asi!y  rnuved. 
A  dozvn  Hont>  will  do  well  la 
thia  lIouBo  tho  year  round. 
Sliiiipcfl  in  sefllons, 
weik'lil  -JMlllis.,  easily  pnt 
loKether  I'riee  Itltl^.UO. 
( ''ll'ttilfflie  of  J'rrp  it'Day 

Inculiatftrs.  tiroodi-rs  and 
E.  F.  Hodgson,  Box  25  Trover,  Mau. 


Uiiiiiitlirnl  MoOierx, 

>fr.  Kilitor:  —  I  am  liaviii';  Irdiilile  with  my 
l>r()i)(liii^  liens.  'I'liey  are  faillifiil  sillers 
until  llie  lillle  cliieks  bei^in  t.o  come  out. 
Tlieii  lliey  kill  llii  iii  oil'  ;is  fast  as  llicy  slick 
llieir  lillle  heads  into  Ihis  cruel  wicketl  world. 
Aiiolher  seems  to  (leli;;lit  in  killiu^i  any  other 
chicks  but  lier  own.    How  eau  1  slop  il 

Hinckley,  iMiuu.  J.  H. 

Some  hens  will  kill  their  eliieks  just  as 
some  other  animals  will  destroy  their  youii;;. 
The  only  remedy  is  lo  give  the  ehicks  to 
another  lien,  and  remove  the  unnatural 
mother.  If  you  keep  her,  mark  ber  so  you 
won't  set  her  a!j;ain  and  have  more  trouble. 


YOU  CAN 

S«  l  Iiciis  all  ^  uiiiiiH  r,  aii'l 
lia\c  llii  III  tlo  well  if  >  t'li  i\  <■ 
111)  III  pi op(  r  rai  l' am)  Irciiui-Jil 
llll^lin^:^■  w  irli  Lamlu  rlV  Di  alli 

Id  Lire  rn\\<li  i'.     ^  nii  call 
il    ardunil   tin*  lu-^l.  t'^r^is.  <ii 
Mitall  rlijrkt  ns,  ^^'illH'lll  iiijiii  y 
to  an  \  1  liinK  l'<<(  ^     m  in . 

YOU  CAN 

liid  (rrowlnjr  cliicks  of  1m;m1  llcf.  by  one  apptira- 
llon  of  Dcaili  to  I.Kh' <_)in!iii«*ni.  \i*u  ran  Iri-ai  a 
Ih-ooiI  ill  live  niiimlcs  (or  lusb)  uiul  llit-y  will  sliuw 
i  iii]iro\  I'tiH-nt  al  oiu'c. 


YOU  CAN 


Keep  tlie  foops  and  fdostliifj  rooms  absoliiloly 
frt't;  from  miti-s  ami  bad  smells  with  Dcalli  ti> 
lArv  S))i-clal.  Voii  can  liirn  your  poiill  ry  iu'cp- 
in^  from  a  'Irml^'i-ry  l<»  a  pleasure  and  proill. 


YOU  CAN 


liny  tbrsc  rcMH'<ncs  from  many  <lcal«rrs.  Ask 
yours  and  sec;  you  can  ^ct  floods  at  wIioR'sale 
yourself  by  ijuyi'n;,'  $:i  worth  at  a  time. 


YOU  CAN 


A.dilrcss  me  by  postal  for  Pocket  Rook  Pointers 
and  further  parlionlars;  or  yoti  can  receive  a 
sample  of  eitlicr  of  the  above  nicntioued  remedies 
for  10c. ;  all  (liree  for  '2^>c.  postpajii.  Vou  can 
send  postafie  stamps  any  denom  iiial  ion.  Vou 
cau  have  your  money  1  -ick  if  not  salislied. 

D.  J.  IjAMBKRT, 

P>(>x  S"0.  Apponaiij;,  K.  I. 


HEN  WANTS. 

|H  |H  If  you  want  yourhens  to  be  profitable  youmuRt 
Ml  ^Hsupply  tliem  with  tlie  necessary  foodaml  iippU- 
ances— workiii)^'' inateriul.    AVeliundlo  a  most  fnll  and 

POULTRY  SUPPLIES  t^l^m 

fromupoultry  bit  to  an  incubator.    ^\■^'  mail  FKEEa 
larp:e  illustratratud  catalotrue  cinitaining  lull  dcscrip- 
tionand  prices  to  all  interested  impiirers.  ^ 
HARVEY  5EED  CO.,  19  Ellicott  Street,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

BLACK  MINORCAS. 

will  s(.'il  hc.ni  njy  lirrcilin;;  -10  lieiis,  and  5 

ycarlin;;  cocks.  .Store  cliiclis  llian  1  cycr  raised 
before,  and  ninst  have  room.  KGfJS  only  Sl.M.froni 
same  heus  I  bred  from.  Circular  \yilli  lisf  of  nialinj:s. 

J.  H.  DO.ANK, 
Box 514,        Gouveineur,  N.  Y. 

WHITK  WYANDOTTK  HKN.S. 

'J'hc  liaU'liinjL:  season  bein;^  oyer,  we  will  sell  sonju 
i>i  our  liree(Unf;  hens,  lo  make  room  for  yonug  slock, 
at  S'ieacb.    At  ISoslon  we  won  sixtli  on  cock. 

Youn;;  I{elj.'ian  Hares,  ?;i  per  pair. 

cu-MMAyi  iD  rot  r/tHY  FAinf. 

Box  117,  (Juinnia<(L'id.  Mass. 


0 


UR  INCUBATORS  IS^"-^ 

— — — — — ■  BEST.. 

They  have  nil  the  latent  Improvements 

yi      and  are  s*dd  at  ver^'  low  prices  and 
"™  CUARANTEEDto  please  every 
(•tistoni»r.   Send  6c.  for  our  Hfi  pa^ro 
cataluiruu  wliich  contains  full  des- 
criptions of  our  extensive  lino 
and  tells  how  to  raise  poultry 
successfully.   Send  for  it  at  once. 

/  DES  MOINES  INC*B  CO. 

Box        14  i^es  Molncw,  lown* 


Hatch 


WITTI  THE 

EXCELSIOR  INCUBATOR 

Simple,  Perfect,  Self-regnla 


CHICKENS 

WITH  THE 

Wooden  Hen 


4 
4 

< 

j 

\  I  Lnirtst'cost  J    I  ting,    I'housands  in  success- 

^  B  Firf^i-clafiH    I    ■  fnl  operation.   Guaranteed  to 

\  V  iinfrltrr  iitadfi    batch  a   larper  percentage  of 

4  fertile  epg.s  at  ■  less  cost  than  any  other  Hatcher. 

J  CEO.  H.  STAHL,  Patentee  ond  fHolo  Mninirnelurcr,  114.  tO  122S.  S\xth  St.,  QuFnC  Y, 

SrVW  — _  


Most  efficient  small  incn- 
bator  ever  Invented.  Perfect 
in  every  detail.  Jnst  the  thing 


Catalois;N  Free. 


for  poll  I  try  raieint;  on  a  small  scale,  r>Oegg  cajjacity. 


50 

EGG  SIZE  $5. 


ONE  MILLION  TESTIMONIALS 

  AS  THF,   

30  DAYS  TRIAL  FREE 

\Vc  oiler  on  every  Incnbalor 


ARE    NOT  SO 

CONVINCING 


 make.  No 

mailer  li'>w  ehi  aii.  No  re^'nlalor  has  ever  approached  in  eflieieney  our 
I'alenl  riienmalie  Ife^'ulalor  with  wliieh  overhealing  is  inipossilile.  Yon 
may  have  cliicks  lialciiin;;  every  ilay  in  the  week,  wiih  our  Compartnient 
Inenlralnr.  Amonv  hundreds  of  others  Mrs.  M.  T.  Dnval.  Old  Chureli.  Va., 
never  before  saw  an  inenbator.  vet  wilh  luir  lianlam  halebi'd  ■Wehieksfrom 
McKprs.  You  ran  do  a«  wet     Semi  4  cenls  for  No.  1  Caialo'Mie. 

KUCKEYE   INCUBATOR    CO..   .SprinKficld .  O. 

LEE'SLICEKILLERKILLSLTCE  and  MITES 

A  liquid.  Paint  on  rr)osls.  Kitl."!  body  lice  on  fowls.  No  dusting',  dippinjr.  preasiuir,  or  han>llini<  of 
(iiwls.  i  gall  50  cts..  1  gal.  75  cts.    .Sample  and  fA  pa^'O  booklet  free  Ijy  aildressin;,'  Omaha  office. 

OKO.  H.  tKK  CO.,  On.aba,  X<  l>r.,  or  H.S  Murray  St.,  New  York. 
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August  1 


Curine  Clover  Hay. 

Mr.  Editor :— Will  you  kindly  tell  me  when 
to  cut,  and  bow  to  cure  clover  Lay  for  fowls; 
oi  if  you  hiive  a  copy  of  Fah'm-I'oiltky 
with  an  article  on  tb'e  subject,  please  give 
d;ite.  J-  li-  K. 

Sbnmokin,  Pa. 

Il  \i  cured  just  as  for  hay:  in  fact  it  is 
"clover  bay."  Tbe  best  time  to  cut  il  is  when 
a  few  of  the  blossoms  just  begin  to  turn 
brown  ;  tbe  goodness  is  all  in  tbe  stalk,  leaves, 
and  beads,  then. 

A  favorite  method  of  curing  clover  here- 
abouts, is  to  cut  in  the  forenoon,  spread  a 
little,  and  by  middle  of  afternoon,  when  it 
has  just  wilted,  rake  up  and  put  in  heaps. 
Let  it  stand  over  one  day,  and  '-sweat"  in 
the  heap;  then  open  tbe  heaps  after  the  sun 
Is  well  up,  turn  two  or  three  times  lightly, 
just  so  as  to  warm  it  through  well,  then  put 
under  cover.  3Iany  farmers  make  their 
clover  too  much,  drying  the  juice  all  out  of  it. 
It  is  better,  has  more  "  heart  "in  it,  if  not  too 
well  done. 


Brooder  HouBe  Questions. 

Mr.  Editor:— Kindly  give  me  your  advice 
on  tbe  following.  I  intend  to  build  a  brooder 
house  for  the  purpose  of  raising  slock  early 
next  spring,  to  have  pullets  thai  will  begin 
laying  in  Oi:tober  or  Xoveraber  next  year. 

I  have  gilt  a  scralching  shed  poultry  bouse 
lOS  feet  long,  in  which  I  tried  to  I'aise,  wilh 
tbe  aid  of  Xvvo  Peep-o'-Day,  two  Cbanipioii, 
one  Cvphers,  and  one  Prize  brooder,  enough 
early  birds  to  fill  my  108  foot  house  with  early 
pullets;  but,  being  a  beginner, failed  to  raise 
more  than  forty  per  cent  of  chicks  hatched. 

1st.  JIow  loiig  must  the  brooder  house  be 
to  accommodiite  tbe  six  brooders? 

2d.    How  wide  should  it  be? 

3  I.    AVould  you  make  it  double  pitch  roof? 

4tb.  AVould  you  use  windows,  or  oiled 
muslin  ? 

5th.  AVould  you  use  additional  beat  in 
brooder  house?  C.  11.  1'. 

Dumoiil,  X.  3. 

1st.  See  brooder  house  plans  in  JLuch  Ist, 
1898,  F.-I'.  AVe  would  advise  building  ujion 
those  plans,  and  build  a  bouse  IS  feet  long, 
having  eight  pens  8  x  10  feel  each. 

2d.   Ten  feet. 

3d.  Xo. 

4Lh.  AVindows. 

5lh.  A'ou  would  have  to  have  additional 
heat  in  cold  weather;  but  as  for  laying  stock, 
you  would  probably  not  hatch  before  the  last 
week  in  March ;  you  would  need  but  little 
additional  heat,  hence  we  would  not  advise  a 
hot  water  heater  and  pipes.  A  small  oil 
stove,  having  one  four  inch  wick.iu  each  pen, 
would  do  very  well,  and  only  use  it  on  cold 
days.-  AVith  that  size  and  style  iof  house  you 
should  get  on  verv  well. 


rood  Questions. 

Mr.  Editor :  —  The  enclosed  sample  is  some- 
thing 1  bought  for  ground  oats.  AVill  you 
tell  me  if  it  is  the  same  siutf  you  use,  and 
what  it  is  worth? 

In  regard  to  middlings,  I  am  rather  mixed. 
Is  it  what  is  known  as  red  dog?  This  I 
understand  is  a  second  grade  flour.  I  asked 
a  dealer,  and  he  said  he  ibougtit  that  red  dog 
was  what  1  wanted. 

AVbicb  is  i)referable,  white  or  red  wheat? 
Tbe  red  is  tifleeu  cents  cheaper  per  bag. 

AVakefield,  Mass.  AV.  F.  D. 

The  sample  is  evidently  an  inferior  grade 
of  oats  ground.  It  is  very  full  of  hulls, 
nearly  half  waste.  AA'^e  should  not  care  to 
buy  such  stutl'  at  any  price.  AVe  would  prefer 
to  buy  good  heavy  oats,  and  have  ihem 
ground.  The  product  would  contain  a  good 
many  hulls,  but  we  would  know  that  all  the 
good  of  good  oats  was  also  there.  If  we 
could  not  do  this  we  would  give  preference 
to  one  of  the  "oat  feeds"  put  up  by  some 
cereal  conipauies. 

Red  dog  and  middlings  are  practically  Ihe 
same  in  most  localities;  there  is  a  good  deal 
of  mixing  of  names  among  the  various  grain 
dealers. 

If  both  while  and  rtnl  wheat  are  tbe  same 
ijuality,  Ihere  is  veiy  lillle  if  any  dilVerence 
in  their  food  value.  It  the  red  wheat  is 
sound,  full,  haid,  medium  sized  berry,  free 
from  must,  smoke,  and  shriveled  grains,  we 
would  give  it  the  preference.  The  best  is 
none  too  good  ;  but  il  is  quality  and  not  price 
that  should  decide  for  vou  which  is  best. 


Poultry  in  AVaNliini^on. 

Mr.  Editor :  — 1  am  very  much  interested 
in  poultry,  and  have  a  great  liking  for  the 
work  which  takes  me  among  the  fowls. 
From  a  careful  reading  of  FAKM-roi'LTKY  1 
expect  to  obtain  information  (and  in  fact  am 
obtaining  it),  which,  with  the  fruits  of  obser- 
vation and  experience  wilh  the  fowls,  will 


make  me  successful  wiih  ''utility"  poultry. 
All  the  conditions  are  the  most  favorable 
here  for  engaging  in  the  raising  of  poultry 
with  any  object  in  view.  The  climate  is  as 
favorable  as  could  be  desired.  The  rainfall 
is  very  slight,  and  all  crops  are  supplied  with 
water  by  irrigation,  there  being  a  never  fail- 
ing supply  derived  from  the  melted  snows  of 
Ihe  Cascade  mountains,  which  inclose  the  val- 
ley upon  the  west.  I  shall  have  running  water 
through  all  tbe  yards  for  alleasteigbt  months 
of  the  year.  The  winters  are  very  mild,  the 
temperature  seldom  falling  to  zero,  and  the 
sun  shining  much  of  the  time.  There  is  never 
any  wind  in  winter  to  drift  the  falling  snow, 
and  this  makes  the  open  front  scratching  shed 
house  a  model  bouse  without  curtains  for  the 
shed.  Spring  is  the  most  disagreeable  season, 
as  a  strong  wind  blows  much  of  the  lime. 
The  summers  are  hot,  but  the  heat  is  not 
oppressive  as  in  the  east,  sunstroke  being  a 
thing  unheard  of  here.  Blankets  are  still  com- 
fortable at  night,  as  the  heat  which  accumu- 
lates at  day  radiates  very  swiftly  at  night,  and 
a  mountain  breeze  is  another  factor  helping 
to  produce  tbe  rcfreshiug  evening  coolness. 

AVe  are  building  one  hundred  and  eight  feet 
of  the  scratching  shed  house,  just  as  outlined 
in  Faum-Poultry,  or  rather  with  a  few 
modifications  which  were  suggested  by  the 
ditlerence  in  climate,  and  cost  of  lumber.  The 
lumber  for  the  houses  cost  S80  here,  against 
§100  in  the  vicinity  of  Boston;  shingles  are 
cheaper  here,  all  things  considered,  than 
Neponset  roofing. 

Eggs  are  now  20  cents,  and  have  been  that 
price  for  some  time.  In  winter  eggs  go  sky 
high  here,  and  there  is  profit  in  sight  for  the 
man  who  produces  them  at  llial  lime. 

I  might  write  much  more  about  the  advan- 
l:iges  of  this  valley.  1  might  tell  of  the  amazing 
crops  raised  here;  of  the  line  fruit  which 
astonishes  eastern  people  who  visit  here;  of 
the  many  chances  open  here  lo  new  settlers, 
with  mouey,  etc.;  but  shall  not  weary  you. 

Xo.  Yakima,  AVash.  H.  M.  T. 


Too  Mucli  Kange, 

Mr.  Editor: — I  have  just  moved  to  a  new 
place  about  three  miles  from  the  city  market, 
on  a  fine  shell  road,  where  I  have  an  ideal 
place  for  poultry.  I  have  two  hundred  and 
twenty-five  B.  L.  hens,  most  of  them  pure 
bred  stock,  all  young  and  healthy,  but  they 
are  not  laying  as  well  as  I  think  they  ought. 
They  have  an  uuliraited  range.  I  have  plenty 
of  room  in  their  houses.  This  is  what  I  feed, 
and  this  is  what  I  want  your  advice  about.  I 
can  buy  wheal  bran  at  SI. 50  per  ISO  lb.  sack, 
while  wheat  costs  me  S1.60  per  100  lbs. ;  corn, 
SI. 10  two  bushel  sack.  I  am  feeding  to  the 
tlocks,  two  hundred  and  twenty-five  grown, 
two  hundred  two  to  five  months  old,  in  the 
morning  mash  eight  quarts  corn  meal,  eight 
quarts  brau,  two  quarts  cotton  seed  meal;  at 
uighl  eight  quarts  corn,  four  quarts  wheat. 
I  have  a  feeding  coop  for  the  smaller  ones, 
where  they  get  what  they  want,  which  is  not 
included  in  above. 

I  also  give  them  thirty  pounds  of  meat  twice 
a  week;  the  meat  is  got  from  the  butcher, 
and  is  the  beads,  lights,  etc.,  cooked  :dl  up, 
and  the  bones  taken  out.  Have  grit  and 
ground  shell  at  all  times.  Their  combs  are 
red,  and  they  look  very  healthy ;  there  is  no 
lice  among  them.  I  only  get  about  three 
dozen  eggs  per  day.  They  eat  up  clean 
all  I  give  them,  and  are  ready  for  more. 
Their  crops  feel  full  at  night,  and  they  are 
not  poor  by  any  means  —  and  B.  L.,  where 
they  have  full  range,  are  not  likely  to  get  loo 
fat.  If  you  can  give  me  any  advice  that  will 
be  likely  to  come  nearer  filling  my  egg  basket, 
1  shall  be  very  thankful.  U.  II.  Aid. 

Jacksonville,  Fla. 

[Too  much  range  is  the  chief  fault,  prob- 
ably;  Leghorns  put  their  food  into  muscle 
chiefly  when  they  can  range  at  will.  We 
iloubt,too,  tbe  sutficiency-of  the  meat  food. 
Heads  don't  contain  much  meat;  Ihcy  are 
almost  all  bone.  If  you  bad  a  bone  cutter, 
and  cut  up  the  bones  and  meat  raw,  you 
would  have  a  food  that  wouKl  help  lo  make 
eggs. 

How  about  green  food?  Do  they  get  any 
of  that?  If  their  range  is  on  sand,  etc.,  they 
have  poor  picking  for  green  food,  and  that  is 
a  most  important  article.  If  tbe  birds  were 
ours  we  would  increase  the  corn  food  lo 
twelve  quarts,  feed  the  bone  out  fresh,  and 
jook  out  that  they  had  green  food.— Ed.] 


The  Bone  Cutter 
Question. 

is  not :  Is  a  bone  cutter  a  good 
tiling?  (all  agree  that  it  is), 
but  :  Which  is  the  best  bone 
cutter  to  buy  ?  Every  user 
will  answer:  The  Webster  & 
Hannum  cuts  more  bone  and 
cuts  it  better  than  any  other. 

Only  one  hand  required  to  operate. 
Self-feeding:  and  regulating:.    We  also 
make  Clover  Cutlers  and  Stone  Crushers. 
Received  only  award  at  World^s  Fair,  Chicago. 

Booklet  all  about  hens  and  how  to  make  them  lay, 
free.   Send  your  address. 

E.  C.  STEARNS  &  CO.,  Box  4,  Syracuse,  N.  Y. 


O0K  REQUESTS:  —  We  make  two  requests  of  our 
SuOscriOers.  One  is  irlien  writing  our  Advertis- 
ing pa/ro;«  always  mention  FARit-POULI'lil . 
Vnotlier  is  if  yon  ask  them  questions,  always  inclose 

stamp.  If  you  observe  polh  of  these  requests  it  will 
benefi  I  you  amazingly.  11  shows  that  you  mean  business. 
Kemeinber,  ^'Molasses  will  catch  more  flies  than 
vinegar,^'  and  those  who  observe  it  are  served  first. 


A  BAD  ATICK  is  worse  than  none.  Use  only  tlje 
Suuli^lil  Carbon  Wick.lOceuts  for  sample.  S.ti. 
Uobiusuu,  printer  F.-l'., 257  Allautic  Ave.,  Boston. 

A.  P.  ALLEN,  Wesleyvillc,  Pa.  Lt.  Bralmias,  B. 
P.  I{ocks;S.  V.  \V.  I.u^rliorus,  S.  S.  Haniburfrs; 
I'ckin  ducks.   Poultry  supplies  at  low  rates. 

ANXUAX.  SALE  of  breeding  stock  of  S.  C.  W. 
LiKhorn  liens,  SI  each,  from  first  class  stock. 
C  II.  Anuable.  Danvers,  Mass. 

KARGAIN.S.  Write  when  you  want  breeders  m 
show  Ijirils.  Xo  heller  Brown  Leiihorns  in  tlu* 
wiirUl.  iioseaud  .Siu^le,  Barred  anil  While  Uocks, 
While  Wvandoltes,  Biitl' Leghorns,  W.  \V>  Iviilp, 
Bo.\4ii,  Poltslown,  ra. 

C.  S.CULLUM.Meadville, Pa., breeds Pckin  Ducks. 
White  i'ochins,  S.  S.  llanibnrjis,  iS.  C.  White  Le^'- 
horus.  15.  r.  Kjieks,  .-iiiil  Bronze  Turkeys.  Fowls, 
for  sale,  and  e^gs  in  season.  Pit  Games,  egjfs  aud 
fowls;  write  for  wauls. 

HOUDANS  —  Stock  in  fall  from  hest  of-  inalinj:s. 
A.  W.  Tyler,  I'eabody,  .Mass.  . 

KNIGHT  musl  sell  at  once,  1.5  one  year  old  K.C.  B. 
L.  hens,  to  make  room  for  farm  raised  chickens. 
G.  A.  Knight,  I'eabody.  Mass. 

EOSE  C.  B.  Leghorns  specially  13  vcars;  stock  for 
sale.  J.  L.  Kaudolph.  Bartlett,  Ohio. 

SILVER  WVANDOTTE  breeders,  including 
mosl  of  luy  winners,  must  go  to  make  room  for 
chicks;  2.5'line  hens  at  SI.-W  each.  One  and  two 
year  old  males  with  show  record  at  low  price  for 
quality.  A  good  chance  to  get  good  stock.  .John 
C.'Jodrey,  Danvcrs,  Mass, 

WHITE  Wvandoltes  exclusively.  Early  protllic 
laying  strain,  dark  brown  eggs,  bred  for  practical 
purposes.  Kggsl:j,  SI:  incubator  eggs,  S4  per  ICRI. 
Stock  in  season.  1*.  U.  While,  No.  Atllehoi  o,  Mass. 

WHITE  Wvandottes.  prolific  iavers  of  large  brown 
eggs.   W.  K.  Mack,  Woodstock,  Vt. 

WH.  WYAND.  W.  F.  Stroud,  Merch.-iutville,  N.  J. 

WYANDOTTES,  While  and  Buff.   Circular  free. 

iiusii  Vaugliaii,  Wuoilstm  k,  Vt. 


CLASSlfJ£D  ADVERTISEilESTS  only  will  be 
printed  under  this  heading;  no  advertisement  admitted 
containing  less  than  TWO  lines;  no  display  other  than 
the  initial  word  orname  allowed;  no  limit  to  length  of 
ad.;  aJi  advertiser  jan  divide  his  copy  and  put  the 
matter  iijider  as  many  headings  as  he  wishes;  all  space 
used  except  ctassifled  headline,  to  be  charged  at  a 
uniform  price  of  25  cents  per  line  each  and  every 
insertion;  no  less  price  per  line  for  any  number  of  lines 
or  times  inserted;  copy  will  be  changed  often  as  desired; 
about  seven  ordinary  words  ttilt  make  a  line;  all  pans 
of  lines  charged  as  one  full  line;  the  headlines  will  I'e 
arranged  alphabetically,  as  in  a  "  business  directory." 

 BELGIAN  HARES.  

ELGIAN  Hares,  i)rize  winning  strain,  young 
hares  $o  jier  pair.   Cumniaquid  l*oullry  Farm. 
 Box  117.  Ciiinniaiiiii'l,  Mass. 

 BRAHMAS.  

TT.  BR.\H  M AS,  lar^e,  lieallhv  tarin  bred  slock, 
J    well  niale.l.    Kggs  SI  per  l-i : Si  per  lui.  Ol■der^ 
booked  now  for  cockerels,  delivered  after  Oct.  I."». 

George  Howard.  F.aston,  Mass. 

 BREEDING  STOCK.  

1,>/\  VOUNG  l•ekilldllck^.•■|  lo  IJ  weeksold.  \  i>;- 
^Xf   oioiis.  large,  extra  ipialily.  I'ollard  strain 
direcl ;  none  lietler, "cheap  if  laken  ihis  nionlh:  also 
a  B.  I".  Kocks,  Burt"  Leghorns.  B.  Minorcas,  W. 
ndotles,  breeders  otlsf.i.  Want  the  room  for  my 
nsrsu  rs.  .1.  B.  Leonant.  7  Mile  Ford.  V:i. 


B 


 DUCKS.  

MAMMOTH  deep  keeled  lirst   prize  rekin>. 
Second  lunone.   Kgg>,Sl..T'iperdoz.;  SCper  lni. 
Book  or.li  rs  l  arh  .   H.  (i.  Worili.  NaiUiickel.  Mass. 

Ij^EKTILE  ei,-K>  fi  oni  firsl  class  I'ekins,  Kankin 
su  aiii.  ?1  per  i:>:  S  ;  per  50:  S-i  per 

sii  veiis  .t-  Co..  Wilson.  X.  Y. 

 EGGS.  

•r  ^VC.  per  doz.;  Si.-jO  per  lio,  W  yekofl  strain  White 
•  )\  *  Le;:.eggs.  fir,  free.  S.  ,1.  Bisliop.Cheshire.  CI. 

TIN  UKN'  I-.WVN  Farming  Co..  Olnev.  Illinois, 
J  lireedersof  Wv..  Wh.  Leg..  Pekin  ducks.  Bronze 
Uirkeys.  ( Irders  hoiiki  cl  for  i  g^'s  from  clioice  liialings. 

GOSLINGS. 


Barred  Rocks 

K.VCIA  SIVEUV;. 
Vou  know  the  record  ot  luy  lilue  Barred  P.  Uocks 
ai  Haverhill.  Ameshury.  and  i;osion  shows.  ."/Oeliou  e 
>  earl  lug  hen  sand  o  tine  breeding  cocks  for  sale.  Write 
for  prices  aud  get  my  catalogue. 

W.  B.  DAVIS,  HavcrhiU,  Mass. 
Care  of  Merrimack  Nat.  Bank. 


 HAMBURCS.  

b^Oli  .S.iLE,  ciieap.  a  breeding'  pen  of  G.  1".  Haiii- 
liurL'-  (pure  McNeil  stock).  W  rile  forparliciilar>. 

Arthur  V..  M  l  lor,.|!<-.  . 


INCUBATORS  AND  BROODERS. 

THE    I'ERFECTEU    IXC  I  I'.ATOlt,    <  a>li, 
inslalliiieuis.  or  reuied.     1  he  r>  rleeuo  liegula- 
lor  tits  any  incubator:  4c.  in  siaiiips  for  circular. 

H.  I».  Moiilion.  'raiiuioii.  .Mass. 


Breeders  AND  Marketmek.  I 


NCUB.\TOK  goo.l  as  new.  s?. 

 S..J.  D'.rnaclier.  Pxbridge.  Ma--. 


MINORCAS. 


I7GGS  guaranleed  ;••  j.aicii,  regaidtess  of  dislaiice, 
^    from  IJoseaud  Single  <  oinb  Black  MItlorcasllial 
have  a  worldwide  reputation  as  "besl  for  show  aii.l 
utility."  A  few  good  breeders  cheap.  Large  calalogiie. 
Box  70.  Geo.  ll.Xorthup.  fiac.  ville.  Wash.<  o..N.V. 

MINORCAS  exclusively.  Kggs  $1..^  per  K;  $8 
per  lijo.  Brecilers  after  Mav  15ih.  Great  layers. 
Kowland  Story,  Sec'y  American  Isiack  Minorca  Club, 
1S7  Arlington  Av..  Brooklyn.  N.  Y. 


ORPINGTONS. 


BUFF  ORPS.   .Miss  lidwards.  exporter  of  win- 
ners of  firsts  anil  seconds.  New  York  sliow.c'k'Is. 
pullets.   Coaley      ii!:  v>  K:inii.  I)iirsle\.  (ilos..  Kii-. 


PATENTS. 


"l%  rONEY  lo  patent  good  itiuas  mav  Ite  seciireil  bv 
i-Ti    ouraid.  The  I'.iiciu  Pecor.l.  Baliiniore.  Md. ' 


PLYMOUTH  ROCKS. 


p.  ROCKS,  winii.  i-  ;it  i;..!.toii.  l>y.'.  <  jr. 
free.    11.  A.  .\oi,r-e.  B'i\  'm;,  llarre.  Mass. 
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UFF'  ROCK  fowls  and  .  hicks  for  sale. 

.Mrs.  A.  L.  Powers.  Leominster.  Mas 


ALLEN'.S  B.  P.  Bocks.  I.ri-d  for  business.  Young 
 cockerels  I  liea|i.  (  ir.    I  .  K.  .Mien.  Beverly  N..I. 

 POULTRY  PLANT.  

FOR  SALE  or  to  li  t.  roiiltry  |>laut  with  all 
modern  conveniences,  accommodate  lut«>  hen-; 
two  lenement  house,  barn  40  x  UO:  tJ5  acres  all  kinils  of 
fruit.  2  miles  from  city.  Geo  A.  l)v<  r. 

 Marlboro".  Ma->. 

POULTRY  SUPPLIES.  

HOW  to  make  Sh  ^o  eas\-.  C>eouregg  preserver. 
It  will  keep  eggs  fresh  for  oue  year  that  can- 
not he  told  from  a  fresh  laid  egg,  at  "an  expense  of 
only  2-G  of  a  cent  a  dozen.  Try  some,  and  be  con- 
vinced. 50c.  per  lb.;  5  lb.  S2.i:'fi. 

 F.B.Morey.  Patl..ii.  F:i. 

RHODE  ISLAND  REDS. 


B 


1.  Kt_-'l:>,  farm  i 
prices.  Geo. 


ri  "i.  ri"(  iiiiiiin  vii.rk  ;il  It-w 
II.  A*Uiiis.  <  hailiaiii.  .Ma-^. 


B 


I.  REDS  exclu.  EiiL's  and  stock  in  se:i^on. 
E.A.  Hall.'-o  lliL'h  >!..  Xo.  Alilehoro.  .>L-,><. 


WANTED. 


Buyers'  Directory.  \v 


POSITION  as  manager  of  fancy  jiouliry  e^talili>i.- 
ment,  by  one  comiieleiil  to  conducl  everv"  tletail 
of  the  busiuess.  Would  build  u|»  new  i)lant.  "Best  -  f 
references  as  to  character  and  ability.  Show  ro.im 
experience  both  as  exhibitor  and  ,is  judge. 

X.,  Box  1.  No.  Boseawen,  X.  H. 


■,\;NTED,  silualiou  ou  iioiiltry  farm  by  \oiiiig 
man;  can  be  depended  tui:  four  Years  e.vpi  i'i- 
Careof  jolm.  K.-l'. 


GER^L-VN  widow,  middle  aged,  well  eiliicat.d 
farmer's  d:iugliter,  wants  .igain  a  place  aslioii^.  - 
keeper  in  the  country.  Prefers  a  good  home  lo  hij:li 
wages.  Kef,  can  be  given.  Address  "  1>."  careoi  !•  .-P. 
~«T[TAXTED.  —  A  man  unmarried,  capable  oi  lak- 
»»  in:r  charge  of  poultry  deparlmenl  on  a  farm. 
Address  stalini:  salary  expected,  age,  experience,  and 

re f e re n ces.   Box  "A^.  X'orthboro.  .Mass. 

GGS  W.\NTED.    Strictly  fresh  egsis  wante.l. 
once  or  twice  a  week.   Box  ^''2.  Haverhill.  Ma~s. 


E 


 WYANDOTTES.  

-«-i^HlTE  Wvaii.  exchi.      riolihc  Layers,  farm 
>»    raiseil.  Eggs  S2  jier  !•;:  f.">  1  er:;;!.  Incu.eggsS5 
jn  r  l"i.   C.  E.  White.  Fox  (  base.  Philadelphia,  I'a. 
lOCKSaud  hens,  cock'ls  and  piil.  early  farm  raised, 
;   well  marked  from  uoled   strains,  heavy  laying 
Wvandottes.  Sil.,  iiol..  Buff  and  Wh.,  SI  lo  S.'?. 

.J.  Y.  Patlon.  Box  PJS.  Xew  Caslle.  Pa. 


WYAN.  breeiling  hens.  Sl-Ni  and  eaeli, 
»»  •   breil  for  CL'g  prodiirlion.    Cock'ls  after  Sept. 
UI . :  write  wants.    F.O.Price,  liriib-'ewater.  Mass. 


G 


OSLINGS.  Bull' goslings  for  sale. 

J.  MurrlU,  Kockluud,  Mass. 


OF  the  1:h«i  strain  cock'ls  for  sale.  Wh.  \Vy.  win- 
:    ners.  Write.    H.  Haywood.  \\  alIingford.  Conn. 


FREE  RANGE. 

Mv  young  While  Wvandoite  >lock  has  free  range. 
Piilieis,  cocks  and  cockerels  for  sale.  No  hens.  Bred 
for  meal  and  egus;  also  as  near  standaril  as  possibl.-. 

W.  AV.  BOHX,  Robesonia,  I'a. 


NIAGAR.\  FABM. 

Good  Breeding  Sl.u  k  \  earliii-'S. 
White  Wvaniiolte.s,  Pekin  ducks.  Maiiiinolli  Belgian 
Hares, $1  each;  W.  Holland  turkeys  S-'each. 

Green  Cured  Fine  Cut  (  lover, 
Niagara  braiul  Sl.'Ki  per  loO.    This  year's  crop. 
Prairie  Slate  Incubator.  4li(i-egg  size  SSO:  or  will 
exchange  for  W.  Wyandotte  slock.  Circulars.  Poul- 
irv  Supplies.  "  W.li.CCUTISS.tCO.. 

Kausoniville.  N  .  . 


YOUNG 
CHICKS 

Just  halelied  from 
B.  Plymouth  Rorkg 

and 

S.  C.  Wh.  Leghorns, 

at  8c.  apiece.  Distance 
DO  objection.  Send  for 
circular. 

JOS.  D.  WILSON,  Stockton,  N.J. 
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Karm- Poultry 


2  97" 


oo  Cyphers 
Have  set  it  three 
auil 


A  Hatcliing  Kxpcrience. 

Mr.  Eilitor: — I  have  a  IIGO-cs 
incubator,  new  this  >prinL 

times  witli  eggs  from  ami  blank 

 .  Kxeepting  oue  lot,  early  in  the  sea- 
son, there  was  not  an  unusual  number  ot  in- 
ferlile  e^gs,  but  tlie  cmljryos  kept  ilying  in 
tlie  shells,  and  the  best  I  i.'Oukl  do  was  about 
oue  fhicU  for  every  three  eggs  set.  The  tem- 
perature was  kept  at]02i°,tlie  variation  being 
slight.  To  test  whether  the  raaehir.e  healed 
evenly,  I  took  acunimon  thermometer,  which, 
placed  upon  a  bloek  so  that  the  bulb  was 
same  height  or  the  therino.  that  came  with 
the  machine  when  hanging  upon  tlie  hooUs 
provided  for  it,  registered  the  same  as  the 
incidiator  tlurnio.,  the  two  being  side  by 
side. 

Tlien,  having  the  one  Ihcrmo.  upon  the 
books,  I  moved  the  other  to  various  parts  of 
the  two  egg  trays,  and  noted  the  ditl'urence 
between  the  two.  I  found  a  ditlereneo  of 
0  up  to  3.i  degrees,,  the  incubator  thermo. 
always  being  the  lower  vv'hen  there  was  a 
ditVerence.  Following  is  the  variation  in  the 
iliflereut  (larts  of  the  two  trays: — 


ti-;iy. 

Li  ft. 

Right  back, 

2  ° 

2-1 

Middle  back, 

;u 

TiBft  back. 

2 

2is 

Right  middle. 

1 

1 

Middle  middle. 

0 

H 

Left  middle. 

0 

2 

Right  front, 

0 

lil 

Middle  front. 

1 

11 

Left  front. 

1 

11 

The  left  hand  tray  is  warmer  than  the 
rigid,  and  the  back  warmer  than  the  front. 
By  raising  the  front  of  the  machine  a  little, 
aud  also  the  right  side,  the  variation  of  3^° 
may  be  reduced  to  something  like  2°;  but  is 
not  this  too  much  variation?  I  wrote  the 
manufacturers,  but  could  get  no  satisfaction; 
they  said  my  test  was  not  accurate,  and  deny 
that  there  is  any  such  variation  in  their 
machine.  I  would  like  to  ask  you  the  follow- 
ing questions : — 

1st.  Do  you  coDsider  ray  test  substantially 
accurate? 

2d.    If  so,  is  not  the  variation  found  too 
great  for  successful  hatching? 
.J  1.    If  so,  what  is  my  remedy? 
Abington,  Mass.  ,J.  F.  B. 

1st.  We  would  doubt  the  substantial 
accuracy  of  your  tests,  for  many  reasons. 

2d.  We  doubt  if  the  variation  is  too  great 
for  successful  hatching. 

3d.  Ileuce  we  cannot  think  you  require  a 
remedy. 

In  the  first  place,  '•common"  thermome- 
ters arc  notoriously  inaccurate,  the  tubes 
irregular  (or  uneven)— and  we  wouldn't  put 
conlidence  in  tests  made  by  one;  especially 
one  attached  to  a  block  of  wood,  since  the 
wood  attachment  would  affect  the  showing  of 
the  mercury. 

Again,  we  wouldn't  consider  an  average 
variation  of  1.^  degrees  a  handicap.  If  you 
will  add  the  sum  of  all  the  variations,  and 
divide  the  total  of  2Ti  by  18,  (the  number  of 
tests),  you  will  get  the  average  of  substan- 
tially li,  and  that  would  be  evened  up  by 
moving  the  eggs  from  outer  edges  towards 
the  center  of  the  trays,  changing  tiays  from 
right  to  left,  and  vice  versa,  and  reversing  the 
ends  of  trays  each  time  the  eggs  were  turned. 
The  front  ends  of  trays  are  always  lower  in 
temperature  than  back  ends,  because  a  little 
air  sifts  in  around  the  doors;  that  is  inevita- 
ble. To  even  up  that  inequality,  reverse  the 
en  Is  of  trays  when  you  put  them  back  in  the 
machine.  Similarly,  taking  eggs  from  center 
of  trays,  and  putting  them  out  at  ends,  allow- 
ing the  eggs  to  gradually  move  from  ends 
inward;  and  changing  trays  from  right  to  left 
(and  vice  versa)  each  time,  keeps  changing 
the  location  of  the  eggs  in  the  machine,  and 
practically  equalizes  the  temperature. 

Your  hatches,  averaging  a  chick  from  three 
eggs,  are  unusually  good  for  this  year,  vchen 
hatches  have  everywhere  been  remarkably 
poor.  We  yesterday  visited  a  well  known 
poidtryman  whose  hatches,  both  by  hens  and 
incubator,  were  not  half  so  good  as  yours,  — 
his  books  actually  showing  less  than  one 
chick  for  si.^  eggs  set,  and  he  has  duplicated 
every  silling  of  eggs  sold  off  his  place;  and 
this  is  l)eing  written  on  the  cars,  after  a  visit 
to  a  large  poultry  farm  where  the  average 


hatches  this  year  have  been  just  about  one 
chick  for  four  eggs  set.  If  mi?ery  lovo 
company,"'  you  may  find  consolation  in  thai. 

Wc  cannot  go  into  all  the  reasons  we  have 
for  thinkiug  your  tests  imcomplete.  To 
prove  that  the  temperature  of  back  trays  Is 
too  high  as  compared  with  front,  you  should 
have  eggs  stay  in  same  position  throughout 
the  hatch,  and  carefully  note  dilVercncc  in 
result.  You  would  doubtless  fiiul  that  the 
eggs  at  higher  average  temperaturu  hatched  a 
day  or  so  earlier  than  those  at  lower  tempera- 
ture, that  being  the  case  when  temperature 
is  loo  high.  Do  you  believe  any  of  the 
embryos  were  killed  by  too  high  temperature? 
Your  account  gives  no  evidence  of  that.  If 
you  have  reason  to  think  so,  run  the  machine 
half  a  degree  lower,  say  at  102°,  changing  the 
location  of  trays  and  eggs  as  we  have  sug- 
gested, and  we  Ihiidc  you  will  lind  the 
machine  al!  right. 


Iliird  Treatment. 

Jlr.  Editor:— I  notice  complaints  of  dis- 
satisfied customers  in  the  .Inly  1st  number  of 
F.-l'.,  and  would  like  to  add  mine  to  the  list. 

Last  April  I  sent  a  cash  order  to  of  

N.  J.,  which  by  agreement  reached  by  corre- 
spondence, was  to  be  filled  on  receipt  of  order. 
After  waiting  two  weeks  I  wrote  a  letter  of 
inquiry,  and  after  waiting  two  weeks  more  I 
wrote  again  ;  neither  of  the  letters  brought  a 

reply.    I  then  wrote  the  postmaster  at  , 

and   he  spoke  to  Mr.   -,  after  which  I 

received  a  letter  saying,  "  order  received,  will 
ship  eggs  soon."  The  eggs  came,  very  poorly 
packed,  several  broken,  and  just  98  per  cent 
of  those  that  were  whole  were  absolutely 
infertile;  and  this  treatment  from  a  breeder 
who  claims  to  have  had  twenty  years  experi- 
ence in  the  business,  and  also  claiming  to  own 
the  largest  and  best  appointed  poultry  plant 
in  the  state. 

I  have  been  raising  poultry  for  twenty 
years,  during  which  time  I  have  come  in  con- 
tact with  all  sorts  and  conditions  of  poultry- 
men,  but  this  is  my  first  complaint.  I  can  buy 
high  priced  eggs,  and  watch  the  few  chicks 
that  ilo  hatch  develop  into  every  shade  and 
color  but  the  oue  desired — and  hold  my  peace, 
—  but  when  one  is  obliged,  after  writing  three 
letters,  to  call  upon  the  postmaster  for  assist- 
ance before  he  can  get  even  an  acknowledg- 
ment of  the  order,  it  is  time  such  people  are 
exposed.  H.  S.  L. 

Swansea,  Mass.  > 


Uses  Four  Thicknesses  of  Boards. 

Mr.  Editor:  — I  was  very  much  interested 
in  Mr.  Earnshaw's  article  in  June  15th  F.-P., 
in  regard  to  the  dead  air  space  in  poultry 
houses.  I  have  for  a  long  time  thought  that 
the  same  amount  of  lumber  that  is  used  in  a 
dead  air  space  wall  could  be  used  to  better 
advantage. 

In  building  my  scratching  shed  houses  I 
board  up  on  the  studs  with  good  seasoned 
lumber,  covered  this  with  heavy  building 
paper,  not  being  afraid  to  put  it  on  with  a 
large  lap.  This  I  covered  with  another  siding 
of  inch  boards,  being  careful  to  break  joints 
as  much  as  possible.  This  I  cover  with 
Neponset  black  siding.  I  have  then  two 
thicknesses  of  inch  boards  and  two  thick- 
nesses of  paper  with  some  dead  air  between 
each.  I  think  this  is  the  best  cheap  way  a 
house  can  be  built. 

Of  course  double  boarding  lined  with  paper 
on  both  sides  of  the  studs  would  be  an 
advantage,  but  it  would  double  the  expense 
for  lumber.  L.  R.  P. 

Rutland,  Vt. 

[Four  thicknesses  of  incb  boards  would  be 
pretty  expensive  construction  hereabouts, 
but  it  should  be  warm.—  El).] 


Fa  1{M- Poultry,  Boston,  JMass.— Gentle- 
men : —  The  Evans  jMfg.  Co:,  manufacturers 
of  the  Evans  Vegetable  and  Root  Cutters, 
have  moved  their  iactory  from  Y'psilanti, 
Mich.,  to  Detroit,  JDch. 

The  increasing  demand  for  our  machines 
made  it  necessary  to  seek  larger  quarters,  and 
we  decided  to  locate  at  Detroit  to  obtain 
better  manufacturing  and  shipping  facilities. 

Yours  very  truly,  * 
Evans  ^Mam  factuking  Co. 

Wm.  Evans,  general  manager. 


niXON'S^  QRAPHITE  PAINT 

FOR  ROOFS  AND  ALL  EXPOSED  SURFACES,  uc.i  pal.n  f,,,  .-..vciuK  Ncpc.iis.i 

IT  IS  ABSOLUTELY  WITHOUT  AN  EQUAL.  {oi-cir^ularinHiprU^^^^ 

JOSEPH  DIXON  CRUCIBLE  CO.,   Jersey  City,  N.  J. 


•^1 


r^f'NO  MATTER 

pmV:^  , .  ^         HOW  COLD  IT  GETS 

Ifttio  rhlcks  nmy  \*v  KiicccKHfnIlv  bntocli'd  If  vou  "iily  know 
wliut  niffiiirt  to  oniplny.    Tho  Im mxUt  t Imt  HltH  Ilut  on  !lu' 
„"Uih!  won't  On.  ihrie  it)  too  much  rit^k  from  coMb,  cuii^tiHtlun. 
■■  ■    "  ""if't  In-  Mil.  4  (1  uir  tlii'Krouiul,   TMb  brliiffwus  to 

The  $5-M  Champion  Brooder. 

IT  tS  KMOWM  BY  ITS  WORK. 

It  iH  Klmpli-  ami  i-ircctlvc  In  construction  ftiulot  Us  prioo  Is  thu  v.-ry  hcft  article  of  tlio  kind  ..n 

luhntion  ofhcMit.  It  Is  double  loorr-il  wlilcn  pn-vuntg  enlliily  <-„ld  f.cl-wnrm  f.rt  m.-nns  warm 
'.  '1  V ■  .  ,T  "i""  '^'V  '""""■""•"•'I  '>.y  sudden  rha»t-i.»  In  tcmiinraturo.  It  Is  Hlinplo  and  pcrf.-.  t  In  vcn- 
liJntion.airoidini-  always  plonly  of  fresh  warm  air.   lioeaus.i  of  lis  perfect  cniBtrucllon  U  r«iiulre» 

■   tlio  minimum  of  fuel  In  heating. 

I>oii'tl.iiy  n  I)roo<l»Tof  nnv  klinl  iinlll  you  huve  wwn  our  tltiiHtrKU-d 
mi. I  •lr«  rliiliv.-ia(,il.iL-.ii  'of  III.-  <'bniii;il»n.  W«  Mini  II  KKKK 
U.  ull  lii.|ulr..TK  A<Mr<'>vM, 

J.  A.  BENNETT  SONS. 

Box  F.  P.      Couverneur,  N.  Y, 


Tl.wls«hat  Mi.  Ii;i..|  K.  Hoy.T,  lliL'L- 
^  mllii.rity  on  nrtltii  iin  iil.:t(i(iii,  WiVH 
^  lil'iii  Itrnotlcr  In  IIih  Mny  Imu 


I'  of  ' 


.    ol  tin-  Chiim. 

■--   -   .....y  ....  "A  Kt'w  llwrin": 

"'riK'Cham|iion  HroodermanufnLturL-il  by  J.A.Bfn- 
/  iii  tt  &  Sori.s,  is  ifiving  the  very  hi-hl  satisfaction  ami 
:ifU  i  :i  fair  trial  .•yif.-lvu'comnii:mi  It,    At  $5.  tt  Ih  ll..- 
f  tnu  (^ooil  broodt-rHon  thi-  nmrkri. " 


clk'.IIH  Kt  aUtl  l)l.'tit  uf  t 


Member  Easteu  White  Wyandotte  Club 


White  Wyandottes. 

Bred  to  please  the  eve  and  Fatlsfy  the  pocket  liook.  In  llio  display  at 
Boston  show,  Jaii'v,  lfc98,  I  received  2.1  prenilnni  on  While  Wyandotte 
eirirs.  Ill  .lan'y,  ISM),  I  was  awarded  FIK.ST  I'KEMIUM  and  "  l.'AKM- 
POUI.TKY'*  SPKCIAL  Ol.'  »10  for  best  exlilljlt  of  dark  kruwn 
eKK«  in  a  claRH  of  17  coinix'tilors. 

After  .June  15th  1  will  sell  my  yearlliit?  hreedln^r  hens  for  $1.50  each. 

\\.  K.  SMITH,  So.  Natick,  niagg. 


ROUP 


CURE  GUARANTEED. 


ROUP 


rf-^/~w-|VTT.rT3Ar>tJ  ¥>/^TTT>  i^TTT^T?  The  only  remedy  positively  known  to  cure  Roup 
C'Ui^l  JlVX!i  JL  XVWLiX     VyLJxVJtli   111  all  its  (oriiis'iis  lon^' as  the  fowl  can  see  ti> 

drink.  Sinipiv  init  llie  cure  in  (ii  iiikin;;  water,  and  llie  fowl  will  take  its  own  medielne.  For  Canker,  espe- 
cially in  i)i^e<ji;s,  this  reim  dv  excels  all  others.  One  5i  c.  |)acka;;e  makes  'Si  gallons  of  medicine.  Directions 
with  evcrv  nacka(;e.   1  f  this  lails  to  cure  we  refund  money.   Postpaid,  small  size,  51*.;  lartre  slze.Sl. 

PETAI.'UMA  INCUHATOU  CO.,  I'elaluma,  Cal.,  PaciOc  Coast  A).'enls.  AU'iillon  Farm-Poultrv.  Don't 
sen.l  stamps.  G.  K.  CONKEY  &  CO.,  C'levelami ,  Ohio. 


BETTER  AND  MORE  POPULAR 
THAN  EVER. 

REQUIRES  NO  MOISTURE. 

Send  ten  cents  for  our  great  treatise  on  tlu' 
poultry  industry.  Notliins  like  It  ever  before 
issued.  Also  investigate  the  Cyphers  Brooders, 
wliich  are  doing  wonders  for  all  users. 

THE  CYPHERS  INCUBATOR  CO., 

Box  4,  Wayland,  N.  Y« 


^  9k  -^J^. 


r  THE 
;  |>ERFECT\'^I 

\n  POuuBY.yj  I 

The  OEnnitt 
MtLLCTTCO.  ; 


Eggs  Sure  to  Hatch 

—the  kind  that        produce  Htronjr*  vljfforouB  cblckn,  dt-pend  upon  the  vital- 
ity of  the  hen  that  lays  them.  She  must  not  be  fed  on  hcutlne,  deblll- 
taltie  food.   Really  the  best  thing  for  tlie  breeding  hen  is  our 

PIONEER  CLOVER  MEAL. 

It  makes  yonnj:  ehk'ks  prow  rajiidly.  Wonderful  forbroiUir.^.  Maken  «weet,  ten- 
der, hijih-llavored  Iksh.  It  in  made  from  clean  clover  hay,  cured  by  our  own 
special  i>roceb8  i*o  an  to  preserve  all  the  bright  jfreen  color  and  the  delicioua 
aroma  and  et^uential  oilti.  It  is  (ground  into  the  llnebt  meal  by  our  powerful 
and  specially  debitjned  machinery.  No  addltlonH,  no  udultcrntlonrs  but 
eleon,  pure,  Hwcet  and  wholenomc  poultry  food.  Then,  too,  It  in  qult« 
cheap— only  coBtB:  50  lbs.  $1;  100  Ibt*,  $2;  U  lbs.  2r>e.  Use  it  this  winter  and  ^ret 
epi^M  when  egg-H  are  worth  money.  Somple  and  editorial  indoraementa  FltfcilC. 

The  Bennett  &Millett  Co.,  Box  F.P,  Qouverneur,  N.  Y. 


-  FISHERS  ISLAND  FARM  - 

We  have  several  liuiidreil  extra  fine  Cockerels  hied  from  our  best  birds,  which  won  many  prizes  for  us 
last  season. 

Barred,  White  and  Buff  Plymouth  Rocks  ;  Cornish  and  White  Indian  Games ; 
Pekm  Ducks  ;   Ring  Neck  Pheasants ;   Bronze  Turkeys,  and  Belgian  Hares. 

Writ*;  for  Fr»'«!  Catalogue. 
Wc  won  more  than  two-thirds  of  all  prizes  competed  for  by  us  at  New  York,  Boston,  and  Hagersliiwn  last 
season.  E.  M.  &  W.  FERGUSON,  FroprlrlorB, 

Via  New  London,  Conn.  Fishers  Islttud.  N.  V. 
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P  ARXi=  Poult  R  V 


I«  Planned  About  Right. 

Mi.  Editor:  —  Having  been  in  business  for 
tbe  pust  iiiui  years,  confined  very  closely  from 
Jourleen  to  sixteen  hours  per  day,  I  find  my 
beultb  1^  failing,  and  buve  decided  to  quit 
business  another  spring,  for  a  few  years  at 
any  rate;  but  I  tell  my  wife  that  if  I  once  get 
out  of  store  life  and  get  into  tbe  fresh  air  and 
sunshine  that  I  will  never  want  to  return 
again  to  store  life,  as  it  will  certainly  be  a 
great  pleasure  to  bave  my  evenings  at  home 
with  nay  family,  after  being  deprived  of  tbera 
so  long. 

I  have  purchased  a  small  farm  of  twenty- 
five  acres,  near  as  good  a  market  as  there  is 
here,  although  not  as  good  as  in  ibe  east;  near 
school,  church,  and  on  a  main  road  near  a 
town  of  twenty-five  hundred  inhabitants.  I 
am  very  fond  of  poultiy,and  buve  bad  very 
good  success  in  caring  for  a  few,  liaving  kept 
from  seven  to  forty-tive  hens  each  year,  and 
raised  from  twenty-five  to  one  hundred  chicks 
per  year;  and  on  a  town  lot, too,  have  got  as 
many  as  one  hundred  and  sixty-six  eggs  per 
year  from  a  flock  of  Barred  Plymouth  Rock 
pullets,  and  have  had  Leghorns  go  as  low  as 
one  hundred  per  year.  I  have  always  been 
able  to  get  more  eggs  from  Rock  bens  than 
from  Leghorns.  It  is  my  intention  to  make 
'  a  poultry  farm  of  this,  keep  a  team  of  horses, 
a  couple  of  cows,  pig  or  two,  about  ten  breed-, 
ing  ewes,  as  I  bave  about  four  acres  of 
pasture  that  is  not  suitable  to  plow  on  account 
of  .stumps,  shrubbery,  etc.,  that  will  make  a 
good  place  for  them.  Besides  there  will  be 
quite  a  little  revenue  from  them  by  the  way 
of  wool  and  lambs. 

I  am  going  to  rotate  the  following  crops  of 
about  four  acres  each :  corn,  oats,  wheat,  and 
clover,  putting  tbe  manure  on  clover  sod  for 
corn,  and  on  oat  stubble  for  wheat.  The  rest 
will  be  for  bouse,  barn,  etc.,  with  poultry 
houses,  garden,  berry  patch,  etc.  I  intend  to 
raise  all  garden  vegetables,  berries,  etc.,  that 
we  will  want  for  our  use.  We  want  to  keep 
tbe  income  larger  than  tbe  outgo  all  tbe 
while.  It  takes  lots  of  dimes  to  buy  all  of 
those  articles  when  one  lives  in  town,  and 
cannot  raise  any  of  them.  Will  raise  soiling 
crop  for  cows,  and  feed  them  in  tbe  barn  — 
just  bave  a  small  yard  for  them  to  exercise 
in.  "Will  p.lace  young  growing  chicks  on 
meadow  And  wheat  stubble  as  soou  as  crops 
are  taken  oft",  separating  tbe  cockerels  from 
tbe  pullets,  selling  all  cockerels  to  market 
when  they  will  weigh  about  four  pounds 
each,  excepting  those  that  will  do  for 
breeders,  as  I  can  dispose  of  good  ones  to  a 
poultry  breeder  at  a  better  price. 

Am  keeping  Barred  Plymouth  Rocks  now, 
but  am  thinking  of  trying  White  Wyaudottes. 
AVould  you  advise  me  to,  or  is  it  best  for  me 
to  keep  just  the  one  kind  at  present?  I  want 
to  start  in  next  spring  with  about  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty-live  to  one  hundred  and  fifty 
fowls,  giving  them  free  range  practically, 
except  tbe  breeders,  and  grow  to  about  three 
hundred  or  four  hundred  layers,  raising 
enough  pullets  each  year  to  replace  two- 
thirds  of  the  old  stock,  disposing  of  them  to 
market,  and  select  out  about  one-lbiid  that 
moult  early  to  keep  over  putting  them  in 
movable  coops  on  those  stubble  fields  for 
about  sixty  days  before  putting  them  into 
winter  quarters.  There  is  house  room  for 
about  seveniy-five  fowls  on  the  place  now, 
audjit  is  a  big  question  for  me  to  decide  just 
how  to  build  the  houses.  I  like  the  scratch- 
ing shed  house  of  the  editor,  and  I  like  tbe 
bouse  described  by  Dr.  Woods  in  June  1st 
F.-P.  It  is  good  either  for  a  movable  or 
stationary  coop.  It  seems  as  if  it  would  give 
fowls  about  all  of  the  fresh  air  necessary. 

I  raised  some  chicks  last  winter  that  were 
hatched  the  last  of  August,  '9.S,  that  began  to 
lay  the  lltli  of  January,  '99  — four  months 
and  eighteen  days  old,  and  kept  laying  right 
along  through  all  of  that  extreme  cold 
wfealber.  They  were  raised  in  a  small  sbed 
■  that  was  closed  every  night,  but  opened 
every  day  all  winter,  and  they  were  out 
whenever  they  wished.  H.  M. 

Central  Ohio. 

[Your  plans  seem  to  be  very  well  thought 
out,  and  if  carried  out  intelligently  will  give 
you  success.  Whether  the  scratching  shed 
plan,  or  scratching  pen  plan,  is  tbe  better, 
we  cannot  say  at  this  time,  as  we  have  not 
put  both  in  practice.  They  are  both  good ; 
there's  no  doubt  about  that. —  Ed.] 


A  Bceinner's  Questions. 

Mr.  Editor:— Being  a  recent  subscriber  to 
your  paper,  I  hasten  to  exercise  the  privilege 
of  asking  advice.  I  am  starting  poultry 
farming,  and  shall  put  up  the  buildings 
necessary.  I  have  plenty  of  room,  and  am 
thinking  of  building  sheds,  each  shed  12  x  10 
feet,  with  additional  shed  8  x  10  for  scratch- 
ing, with  wire  netting  runs  150  x  20  feet, 
with  exit  gates  to  give  tbe  birds  occasional 
runs  into  the  country,  so  as  to  allow  the 
grass  to  grow  in  the  enclosed  runs.  These 
sbeds  are  to  contain  from  twenty  to  thirty 
hens,  also  a  sbed  for  working,  and  a  store 
house,  incubator  house  well  ventilated,  also 
separate  small  houses  for  brooders  at  end  of 
enclosed  run  for  chickens. 

1st.  How  large  should  these  houses  be  each 
for  one  hundred  chick  brooder? 

2d.  AVbat  is  the  best  plan  for  moving 
chicks  from  age  to  age? 

3d.    Must  cockerels  have  separate  runs? 

4tb.  What  is  done  with  tbe  cocks  when 
taken  from  hens,  if  you  want  them  for  a 
second  year? 

5th.  Artificial  beat  would  not  be  necessary 
in  our  climate,  would  it? 

Gtb.  Can  you  name  a  weight  of  food  for 
each  hen  and  chick?  —  that  is  for  thirty  bens, 
have  much  food  (soft)  in  morning,  and  grain 
at  noon? 

7lh.  AVould  ship  lath  and  tar  paper  lining 
be  warm  enough  —  or  would  you  advise 
plaster?  "         A.  C. 

Sardis,  B.  C. 

[You  will  find  answers  to  most  of  your 
questions  in  tbe  '•  Scratching  Shed  House"' 
article,  June  15th,  '98,  F.-P. ;  "Feeding  Fowls 
for  Eggs,"'  Nov.  15th,  "97,  F.-P. ;  and  "  How 
We  Hatch  and  Raise  Chickens,"  March  15tb, 
'99,  F.-P. 

1st.  The  brooder  house  that- we  like  "best 
is  illustrated  and  described  in  F.-P.,  March 
1st,  '98;  but  no  brooder  is  large  enough  for 
one  hundred  chickens;  don"t  put  over  fifty  to 
sixty  chickens  in  any  brooder. 
2d.  See  March  loth,  "99,  F.-P. 
3d.   Yes;  see  do. 

They  must  be  put  in  unused  pSns. 
No. 

No;  no  man  living  can  answer  that 
question,  as  you  will  readily  see  if  you  stop 
to  think  a  moment. 

Tth.  AVe  would  prefer  construction  as 
recommended  in  June  15lh, '98,  F.-P. —  Ed.] 


4ih. 
5th. 
Cth. 


Think  it  over.  Four  new  books  on  house- 
hold matters  delivered  free  of  any  charge, 
and  this  paper,  for  a  year  for  $1.  Have  you 
ever  seen  anything  nearly  as  good  for  the 
monev? 


White  White  Wyandottes,  Again. 

Mr.  Editor: — I  thank  you  kindly  for  your 
answer  to  my  question  in  the  last  number 
of  Farm-Pol'LTUY.  "  Wants  White  Wyan- 
dottes,"' page  279,  July  1st.  Most  assuredly 
I  do.  When  the  men  with  an  advertised 
record  at  tbe  shows  state  that  their  birds  are 
"  white  to  stay  white,"  how  can  a  breeder  be 
depended  upon  when  he  is  asked  to  send  a 
White  Wyanilotte  cockerel,  and  not  brassy, 
and  receives  more  brass  than  he  bargained 
for?  The  question  does  not  hinge  on  the 
price,  whether  it  be  $o  or  S75  —  but  is  it 
white,  as  was  asked  for?  Would  it  not  be 
more  honest  to  inform  the  intending  buyer, 
(as  you  did  in  your  personal  letter  to  me), 
that  they  are  rarely  to  be  found? 

Upper  Alton,  III.  I.  E.  C. 

[ft  would  be  more  honest,  undoubtedly ; 
but  it  is  practically  understood  that  birds 
like  While  Rocks  and  White  Wyandottes, 
which  have  rich  yellow  skin  and  legs,  are  not 
cballc-wbite  in  plumage.  It  would  be  impos- 
sible, as  we  told  you  in  last  number.  Demand- 
ing a  pure  white  plumage  on  biids  with 
yellow  skin  and  legs,  is  opposing  nature,  and 
when  we  "  buck  agin  "  nature  we  suffer 
defeat  every  time.    Stick  a  pin  there. —  Ed.] 


The  time  to  secure  exceptional  value  is 
when  you  see  it  announced.  Next  month 
may  be  too  late.  We  refer  to  the  JIarion 
Harland  books  as  free  premiums  to  new  sub- 
scribers. 

CUFF  ^^'E  GIVE  YOU  A  W^\TCH  cpcc 

f"*'''  iJdross  AS,  aED.  CO.,  8TA.0,  N.Y.CITV.  rnCk 


THE  BEST  POULTRY  FENCE. 

Galvanized  Wire  Nettings! 

1899  -  PRICES  FOR  ROLLS  150  FEET  LONG  :  -  1899. 

12  18  24  30  4S  00  72  incli. 

2  inch.  3Iesli  for  fowls,  $  .70  $1.00  $1.2.5  $1.90  $2..50  $;5.1.'i  $.3.«0  per  roll. 
1  inch.       "       for  chicks,    1.60  2.40     3.00     4.50     6.00     7.50     9.00  "  " 

Discoiinl  fori  rolls  or  over,  5  percent.  7-S  lucli  galvanizetl  •■-laplt-s  S  cents  iwr  II). 

Full  frelglit  ullowcil  to  most  points  oast  of  the  Mississippi  and  norlli  of  tlie  Oliio  river  ou  live  roll  l..ts. 
All  western  shipments  iiiaJe  from  Chloajjo.   Senil  for  sanii)les  au'l  pric-  list. 

PETER  DURYEE  &  CO,,  227  Greenwich  St.,  N.  Y. 


The  NO  MOISTURE  kind.  } 

The  star  Incubator  imitates  nature  more  nearly  than  any  other.  You  d«j 
not  supply  moisture  for  the  old  hen;  neither  need  you  for  our  machine.  This 
is  why  chicks  hatched  in  the  Star  are  stronger  than  than  those  hatched  in 
other  incubators.    Our  guarantee  talks — your  money  back  if  you  want  it. 

ctaioye^  STAR  INCUBATOR  CO.,  Bound  Brook,  N.  J. 
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BOTH  SIDES. 

To  be  thoroughly  ''  up-to-date,"  poultry  raisers  should  keep  in  touch  with  the 
Practical  and  the  Fanciers'  side  of  the  subject. 

FARM-POULTRY  leads  the  world  as  a  practical  poultry  paper.  Price, 
serai-monthly ,  per  year  

THE  A3IERICAN  FANCIER,  edited  and  published  by  J.  H.  Drevenstedt, 
who  stands  at  the  top  as  an  authority  and  judge  of  Fancy  Poultry,  we  always 
recommend  to  those  desirinsr  an  ablv  edited  Fanciers'  paper.  Price,  one  vear. 
weekly,  only  

THE  STANDARD  OF  PERFECTION,  published  by  tbe  American 
Poultry  Association,  is  a  book  every  poultry  raiser  should  have.  Price 


$1.00 


1.00 


.  1.00 

All  three,  regular  price  $3.00 

We  will  furnish  tbe  whole  lot,  if  ordered  at  one  time,  for  only  .  .  .  $2.00 
This  should  be  a  popular  combination.    Send  orders  and  money  to  us. 

I.  S.  JOHNSON  &1,  CO.,      -       -      22  CUSTOM  HOUSE  ST.,  BOSTON,  MASS. 
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Are  tiie  kind  we  have 
lias  wliat  they  h  ant ,  ;umI  ' 


for  customers.  They 
\  ill  jrive  llieni  an  lutue: 


know  from  experience  our  tiriu 
;t  value  al  a  nioilerute  jirice. 


MEN  OF  YEARS 

Are  placinfr  tlieiv  or<iers  with  us,  l;non  in{r  we  have  wlia  t  we  claim  :  a  perfec  i, 
coiTiplete  incubator  in  every  respect  and  fully  up  to  our  represent.uious. 

Send  for  our  profusely  iliuslrated  supplementarv  catah>^ue,  mailed  free  1o  anv  address. 

RKLI.\BLK  INCUBATOK  ii  BKOODEK  CO.,  liox  B.  112.  Quincy.  III. 

KeepYour  Chickens 

STRONG  and  HEALTHY. 

Those  who  succeed  best  raising  poultry  for  profit  are  those  who  commence 
•with  little  chicks,  giving  small  doses  of  Sheridan's  Coxditiox  Powder 
twice  a  week;  then  a  little  larger  doses,  and  so  ou  to  the  time  when  getting 
•  the  pullets  ready  for  early  fall  laying,  a  dose  say  of  one  teaspoonful  to  each 
quart  of  food,  and  so  continue  to  use  it,  as  one  customer  says  she  does,  "from 
the  cradle  to  the  grave,"  and  you  will  succeed  nine  times  in  ten,  and  have 
plenty  of  eggs  to  sell  in  the  fall  and  winter  mouths  when  prices  are  highest. 

To  make  your  Poultry 
pay,  first  hatch  Strong, 
Healthy  Chickens. 

Then  keep  them  healthy  .ind  growing  if  j-oi» 
want  the  Pullets  to  lay  when  five  months  old. 
When  hens  lay  eggs  for  hatching,  mix  in  their 
food  every  other  da}-,  Sheridax's  Powder. 
It  strengthens  the  hens;  makes  the  rooster  more 
vigorous;  finally  you  get  more  fertile  eggs. 
It  is  a  fact  based  upon  the  declaration  of  a  noble  contributor  to  science, 
that  through  the  medium  of  the  circulating  blood,  any  particular  organ  of  a 
living  animal  may  be  reached  and  stimulated  into  renewed  vigor  and  activity 
if  we  will  only  administer  the  proper  material  to  produce  the  desired  effect. 

No  Matter  What  Kind  of  Foods  You  Use! 

Sheridan's  Condition  Powder 

is  needed  with  it  to  assure  perfect  assimilation  of  the  food  elements  neces- 
sary to  produce  eggs.  It  is  absolutel]  pure;  Highlj'  concentrated;  Most 
economical,  because  such  small  doses;  No  other  kind  one-fourth  as  strong; 
In  quantity  costs  less  than  one-tenth  cent  a  day  per  hen.   In  use  over  30  years. 

Sold  by  Druggists,  Grocers  and  Feed  Dealers,  or  sent  by  mail.  Large  cans  most  economical  to  buy. 

If  You  Can't  Get  it  Near  Hoi«e,  Send  to  Us.     Aijk  First. 

We  send  one  pack.  25  cts:  five,  ?1. 00,   A  two-pound  can,  $1.20;  Six,  f.'i.OO.   Expres  s  paid.  Sample 


eopy  "Ijest  I'oultry  paper"  sent  free.      I,  S,  JOUNSt)N     CO.,  ii2  Custom  Hoiise 
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Some  Tennessee  Wyandotteg. 


-f. 


Ha«  made  a  Start, 

Jlr.  Editor: — I  sciul  you  with  this  a  photo. 
i)f  some  of  niy  While  Wy;in(lottes,  A.  (i. 
1  Duston's  striiin.  I  tool;  the  pietuie  with  ;i 
new  kodak,  — the  first  one. 

I  biive  raised  one  hundred  and  fifty  chicks 
lliis  season,  from  a  rooster  and  ten  liens,  and 
have  had  i^apes  with  all  of  llieni ;  every  one 
bas  had  it,  and  I  lost  only  five  with  it.  Would 
you  like  to  know  how  I  treat  them? 

I  have  a  perfect  jioultry  house,  built  after 
your  plans  in  June,  "03,  F.-P..  made  in  four 
sections,  and  floored  in  with  one-half  inch 
galvanized  wire  netting;  it  cost  about  '5")00, 
but  has  everythini;- just  rii^ht. 

rinewood,  Tenn.  Miss  T.  H.  G. 

[We  would  .like  your  gape  remedy.— Ed.] 


Speaks  Good  Word  for  Crosses.  Some 
0|>iiiions.    Do  Vou  A;;reo  AVitli  Him? 

Mr.  Editor; —  In  the  summer  of  "90  I 
raised  ahout  three  dozen  Silver  Wyandotte 
pullets.  A  lar!?e  per  ceut  came  single  combs. 
I  concluded  to  have  au  eg^  contest  between 
"culls"  and  "standards."'  Fourteen  of  the 
best  rose  combed  birds  were  placed  in  pen  3, 
and  all  the  single  combs  (12)  in  pen  4.  Both 
housed  and  treated  alike.  Pens  Cxl2,  small 
yard,  yard  of  pen  3  a  little  the  best.  Winter 
average  egg  record  (five  months,  December  to 
April  inclusive),  for  pen  3  ("standards")  12 
eggs  per  ben  per  month  ;  for  pen  4  ('■  culls  ") 
14  eggs  per  hen  per  month.  Both  pens  were 
poor  layers.  I  put  all  in  pen  4.  They  laid 
poorly  all  summer,  a  little  better  in  October 
and  November;  but  in  December,  in  spite  of 
all  I  could  do,  they  "  hid  the  shingle." 
December  average,  2.7;  January,  3.03;  Feb- 
ruary, 2.7. 

As  I  wanted  to  know  if  poor  layers  were 
good  for  anything  except  eating,  I  crossed 
them  with  a  Brown  Leghorn  cockerel  that  I 
found  in  ii  small  curbstone  coo[)  that  had  "just 
come  up  from  the  boat."  He  was  the  thinnest 
shadow  of  a  rooster  I  ever  saw,  and  felt  liJ;e 
a  sack  of  clothes  pins,  but  he  was  bright  and 
aggressive.  lie  had  had  to  rustle  for  his  living 
all  winter.  The  more  I  saw  of  him  the  better 
I  liked  him,  so  I  paid  the  enormous  sum  of 
thirty  cents  for  a  breeding  rooster.  I  fed  him 
up  for  ten  days,  then  put  him  in  pen  4.  I 
raised  twenty  four  pullets  from  that  mating, 
and  thej'  began  to  lay  October  31.  I  put 
twenty  of  the  best  in  pen  1,  November  30. 
Their  average  the  fii  st  six  months  was  10.4.S 
per  hen  a  month.  For  the  full  year,  193.9 
eggs  each  hen.  Beginning  with  December, 
their  average  for  six  months  as  yearlings  was 
13.15 eggs  per  hen  per  month.  A  pen  of  their 
late  maturing  daughters  in  pen  6  made  an 
average  of  10  eggs  per  hen  per  month,  begin- 
ning in  December;  and  a  pen  of  their  earlier 
maturing  daughters  in  pen  4,  averaged  13.78 
eggs  per  hen  per  month  durl.ig  the  same 
period.  These  pullets  were  sired  by  a  stand- 
ard featberbred  Brown  Leghorn  two  year  old 
cock.  The  eggs  were  well  fertilized;  11.") 
cbi(!ks  hatched  from  130  eggs. 

The  mothers  came  from  poor  laying  record- 
less  stock  on  both  sides,  (the  'Dottes  and  the 
tbin  Leghorn),  the  daughters  from  first 
class  layers  and  a  "  crack-a-jack "  Leghorn 
cock,  and  yet  they  were  poorer  layers.  I 
think  it  was  because  the  sire  and  his  ances- 
tors were  coddled  stock,  with  the  rustling 
habit  bred  out  of  them,  rather  than  because 
the  mothers  were  crosses. 

The  first  cross  pullets  were  housed  in  a 
Oi\12  rough  board  pen,  no  glass,  10x10  scratch- 
ing shed.  Yard  less  than  3:j  feet  sriurire, 
int'luding  room  occupied  by  building ;  no  green 
stufl" growing  in  the  yard,  and  only  brush  for 
shade.  They  had  free  range  in  early  evening 
after  last  feed.   House  was  kept  darkened  to 


prevent  loafing  in  house,  and  fighting  on 
nests.  Food,  all  the  morning  mash  ih.y 
would  eat,  made  of  cut  clover  rowen,  meal, 
bran,  and  shorts,  all  boiled  in  gravy  from 
meat  scraps.  Half  an  hour  after  feeding  the 
mash  gave  half  a  handful  of  wheat  to  each 
five  hens  in  shed  to  set  them  working.  Noon, 
the  same.  Night,  a  mixture  of  wheat,  corn, 
oats,  and  barley,  a  handful  (more  or  less, 
usually  more),  to  every  two  fowls.  Some- 
times cut  bone.  This  ration  fed  each  \  car  to 
all  fowls. 

I  think  that  the  average  farmer  may  have 
inst  as  good  layers  as  anybody  without  going 
to  the  trouble  and  expense  of  individual 
record  breeding  and  hair  splitting  formulas 
for  feeding.  All  he  needs  is  lo  kc  p  a  small 
flock  of  Leghorns  in  such  a  maniu  r  that  lln' 
very  tittesl  shall  survive.  This  flock  to  he  the 
source  of  vigor.  Elsewhere  he  should  have  a 
mother  flock  of  Kocks  or  'Dottes.  In  laic 
winter  he  should  mate  this  mother  flock  with 
roosters  from  the  vigorous  flock  of  Leghorns, 
and  should  do  bis  batching  in  the  latter  pari 
of  April.  The  luillcts  raised  from  this  null- 
ing will  iirove  first  class  l  ivers.  The  process 
should  be  repeated  yearly.  As  |)iillets  lay 
better  than  yearlings,  sell  every  layer  (fir,-t 
cross)  as  soon  as  sixteen  or  eighteen  mom  lis 
old.  This  may  seem  like  work,  but  it  is  a 
sure  way  to  make  poultry  pay. 

Better  let  one  or  two  get  loo  fat  than  to 
ludil  the  whole  flock  down  to  a  small  eggyielil 
(  P.  II.  J.  system  )  for  fear  of  getting  them 
"  too  fat."  Balance  the  ration,  and  feed  all 
they  will  eat.  I  think  that  the  crosses  are 
more  uniformly  luolilic  and  vigorous  than 
thoroughbreds,  and  more  able  to  stand  rough 
food  and  care.  They  lay  as  well  for  the  far- 
mer as  thoroughbreds  will  for  an  expert,  and 
better  than  thoroughbreds  would  for  the  far- 
mer. Besides  the  thoroughbreds  will  degen- 
erate in  the  hands  of  farmers.  I  think  crosses 
the  farmers'  fowl. 

I  think  I  have  reason  for  making  the  fol- 
lowing statements : 

"  Culls  "  lay  better  than  "  standards." 

A  full  feed  of  morning  mash  won't  make 
layers  too  fat. 

Winter  layers  ought  not  to  reach  laying 
maturity  until  November. 

Yarded  hens  and  hens  that  have  laid  well 
all  winter  will  produce  strong  fertile  eggs. 

Twenty  pullets  is  not  too  many  for  a  two 
year  old  Leghorn  cock. 

Crossbreds  lay  as  well  the  second  year  as 
thoroughbreds. 

There  is  no  egg  type  hen.  I  have  noticed 
this  particularly. 

Vigor  with  its  accompanying  rustle  is  pref- 
erable to  an  egg  record. 

Brother  farmers,  if  you  see  where  I  am 
wrong  "  speak  right  up  in  meeting,"  and  give 
us  experience,  and  not  ideas.  J.  F.  L. 

New  Castle,  Wash. 

[It  seems  an  awful  bother,  though,  for  the 
poor  farmer  to  be  obliged  to  keep  a  father 
flock  of  scrub  Leghorns  rioting  round  on  the 
trees  and  ridge  pole,  and  a  mother  flock  of 
some  other  variety  snugly  housed  somewhere 
else,  just  to  raise  a  third  flocic  of  crosses  to 
produce  eggs.  Why  not  have  a  good  flock  of 
utility  thoroughbreds,  and  give  them'all  good 
care?  The  utility  flock,  all  the  same  variety, 
would  be  less  care,  and  would  pay  better.  It  is 
easy  to  keep  them  healthy  and  "rustling." 
The  trouble  farmers  have  with  thoroughbreds 
is  due  lo  their  buying  show  specimens  or 
"  backyard  fancy  stock."  when  they  really 
want  farm  bred  utility  birds. — El).] 

Buff  Mlnorcas.  The  Feathered  World. 

Mr.  Editor:— I  would  like  to  inquire  if  dur- 
ing your  recent  trip  to  England  you  at  any 
lime  came  across  sucl^  a  thing  as  a  Bufl' 
Minorca,  or  anything  sindlar  to  them  from 
which  they  might  be  originated/'  If  so,  will 
you  kindly  advise  me  where  they  can  be 
obtained? 

I  would  also  like  the  address  of  a  jioultry 
paper  which  is  published  in  London;  tliink  it 
is  cidled  the  Fealhered  World. 

Mt.  A'ernon,N.  Y.  G.  II.  M. 

[We  never  saw  Bufl"  Minorcas,  nor  any- 
thing approa(;hiiig  them,  excepting  Bull"  Leg- 
liorns.  Having  the  latter,  why  do  you  need 
Bufl"  Minorcas?  The  latter  woul<l  be  exceed- 
ingly difficult  on  account  of  the  blue-white 
Minorca  skin.  A  bufl"  fowl  should  have  a 
yellow  skin. 

The  paper  Is  the  FmlhcroA  W(irld,9  Aj-un- 
del  St.,  Strand,  W.  C,  London,  Eng.  It  is 
published  weekly,  and  we  take  subscriptions 
for  it  at  §2.50  a  year.— Ed.] 


A  Peerless 
Food  for  Chicks 

Sold  ouhf  ill  Sealed  and 
Jirdiidal  Stfcks. 

American  P  sultry  Food  is  a  food — not  a  con- 
dition powder.  It  is  a  scientifically  prepared, 
ready-mixed,  daily  ration. 

Do  You  Want  Eggs? 

Feed  American  Poultry  Food 

Do  You  Want  Quick  Growth? 

Feed  American  Poultry  Food. 

Do  You  Want  Show  Birds? 

Feed  American  Poultry  Food. 

If  you  are  Raising  Chicks  for  Market,  there  is 
no  food  that  will  force  them  so  fast  and  produce 
such  all-around  development  and  perfect  quality  as 


DD     I)         |)«^  I  «     «  « 


««« «   €) «  «  e    *>  %J>  ft 

«*!)«€)«)«  ft  ®%  « 
ft       %«  fte^ft    fi)  «  ft 


ft  f  ft  «l 


A  MORNING  MASH. 
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HOW  TO  MAKE  CAKE  FOR  CHICKS. 

Thoroughly  mix  three  pints  of  American  Poultry  Poor],  ona 
pint  of  clover  meal,  a  third  of  a  teasiwonful  of  salt,  and  five  tea- 
spoonful.s  of  baking  powder:  wet  with  water  or  milk  to  a  mode- 
rately stiff  batter  and  thoroughly  bake  in  a  slow  oven;  the  inside 
of  the  cake  will  serve  as  a  mash,  and  the  outside  can  be  used  in 
place  of  hard  grain. 

Pr  ictical  Poultry  F.'jedins,  a  little  honk  rnverinir    wide  r.iriRe  of  sulijects 
of  vital  interest  to  I'oultrymen.  will  l>e  sent  vou  free.  t)os!  n:ii(I,  (,n  reauest. 
Address,  SCIENCK  I>KPAKT.MENT, 

1355  Monadnock  BIdg. 

CHICAGO,  iLl.. 


THE  AMERICAN  CEREAL  CO., 
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Prairie  State  Incubators 


WRITE  TO 


Jos.  Bregk  &  Sons, 


47  to  54  N.  Market  St.,     Boston,  Mass. 

Tlicy  are  New  KnKland  scUiiiK  aj-'enls,  show  .1  fill  1 1 1  lie 
of  the  I'riilrie  Mate  INCLI  I'.ATOK.-S  and  JiIU><)l>- 
EK.S,  and  w  ill  mall  eatalofjiie  FUKK  and  f|iiote 
factory  in-lee.^. 


S.  C.  BROWN  LEGHORNS.  S.  C.  WHITE  LEGHORNS. 

White  Wyandottes.  Ring  Neck  Pheasants. 

KgK's  fr..iii  tl-.e  above  sioek  come  .llrect  from  our  own  yards,  and  |)iircha-er>  .n  deriiit;  of  us  do  not  run  the 
risk  of  haviiiK  inferior  bouKliteu  eUKB  sent  lliem.  We  ^uaiaiUer- >v,  per  cent  n_rlilll>  from  clioice  matliiKS 
at  »1  per  13.   CYPUEKS  &  EliSUEK,  Washington,  Uarren  Co.,  >. 
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NEW  BOOK 


ON  POULTRY. 


.  Bauschcr's  Mammoth  Momr 

2  Worth  $25.00  to  any  one.     A    I  if  gtg 

X  .Sent  iiustpuid  to  any  address  IIIIIW  I  !%  IbwC 

J  IF  YOU   WRITE  NOW.   FOR    UIIIJ  I  W  UI9 

I  It  is  a  Beauiymm 

^  with  a  tine  lithograph  plate 

*  of  fowls  In  their  natural  colorm, 

^    thianlofiois  woitli  mari.\-  limes  tlie  iirici-  of  tii<'  bo<ik. 
It  in  the  llneHt,  laru'est  and  the  niont  complete  book 


1B09  Poultry  Book 


It  tells  you  everything 


out  ior 

that  you  nmj"  want  t'>  t.imw  nbont  poultry  nnd  how 
to  moke  bla  money  with  tbcm.  It  contaiiiH  over  1 
of  the  latef^t  illiistrattoti.^,  hundreds  of  valuable  reel- 
pe«.  qucstlonH  and  an^^wers,  and  shows  a  bird's  eye  ^ 
view  of  the  lanrest  and  best  equipped  poultrj-  farm, 
with  the  most  substantial  liuildinpfi  In  the  country.  It 
telN  how  to  make  henn  lay  wondcrlully.  It  givea 
dei^criptinns  of  45  of  the  IvsAlnu;  varieties  of  thoroufrh- 
brefi  poultry  I*rloc9  the  lowest.  Contalna  first  prize 
winninjjs  of  our  stock  where  ever  ehown.  Write  at 
onoe,en**IoMin(rl.'>  cents  for  ono  of  theeo  mammoth 
books  before  all  are  ^'>ld. 


JOHN  BAUSOHER,  Jr. 

3ox  14-0,  Frooport, 

♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 
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The  Practical 

Poultry  Keeper 

By  LEWIS  WRIGHT. 

A  STANDARD  GUIDE  to  the  Management  of  Poultry  for  Domestic 
Use,  the  Market,  or  Exhibition. 

With  Eight  beautifully  Colored  Plates,  showing  twenty-five 
Breeds,  painted  from  life  by  J.  W.  LUDLOW,  and  numerous 
illustrations  in  the  text.  320  pages,  bound  in  cloth,  with 
gilt  stamping.    Price  $2.00. 
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Houses,  Suns  and  Accommodation 

Domestic  Management  of  Adult  Fowls 

Natural  Hatching  and  Chicken  Rearing 
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Poultry  on  the  Farm 

Poultry  Farming 
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THE  PRACTICAL  POULTRY  KEEPER 

Entirely  New  and  Revised  and  Enlarged  Edition. 


Kowl  Hits. 
Thow-  \\f  Uavo  to  Meet. 

Moniluy  of  ):ist  week  :i  geiitleiiian  called  to 
buy  a  "  rooslcr."  He  was  ii  fiisbionalily 
(lie-seil  111:111,  aui)  the  manner  of  his  aililresss 
bis  rflineiiiciit  evidenced  in  many  ways,  llie 
(■lit  of  hi.-,  lieai-il,  the  look  of  intoIliLtence  wit- 
nessed l»y  the  eye,  the  carriage  —  all  these 
bespoke  a  business  man  and  a  gentleman.  It 
would  have  been  dillicult  to  have  told  whether 
be  wa.s  a  fam-icr  or  not,  but  for  the  term, 
"  rooster,"'  when  be  made  known  the  cause  of 
bis  visit.  '•  I  have  kept  tborou,i,'bbred 
chickens  for  the  past  ten  years,'"  he  said,  as  we 
walked  towards  the  yards;  "in  the  east, 
breedin.:<  mostly  for  the  trade  of  fanciers." 

"So?"  I  ventured.  "You  didn't  get 
enormously  wealthy  from  that  trade,  did 
you  ?  " 

"Xo;  I  liardly  maile  a  living.  In  fact,  I 
didn't  receive  the  trade  I  looked  for.  I  adver- 
tised -generously.  I  bred  jjood  stock  —  I  said 
in  the  advertisements  '  none  better,'  etc.,  and 
bou-iht  new  males  every  year  to  make  the 
stock  vigorous,  as  the  practical  editors  and 
writers  advised,  and  reared  great  big  birds 
that  everybody  who  saw  them  said  were  fowls 
of  great  excellence.  I  sent  the  best  to  the 
shows,  going  with  them  as  often  as  I  could 
leiive  my  other  business,  and  won  in  nearly 
every  instance."' 

"  Win  firsts  or  seconds?  " 

"  I  never  won  any  firstprizes;  didn'texpcct 
to;  won  some  thirds,  and  lots  of  fourth  and 
fifth  prizes,  though." 

"  AVin  with  your  '  roosters?  ' " 

"  Koosters'/  Yes,  sometimes.  Won  with 
my  pullets,  too.  Some  of  the  hens  were  win- 
ners. Of  course  my  roosters  won.  I  am  just 
down  from  'Frisco,  and  heard  you  had  some 
line  birds,  and  thought  I  would  buy  some  if 
we  could  agree  on  tepms,  and  the  birds  suited 
me." 

I  showed  him  the  birds,  and  remarked : 
"  l?eg  pardon,  sir,  but  do  you  w'sh  uie  to  tell 
you  why  you  didn't  receive  the  fancy  trade 
you  expected,  and  your  birds  only  won  thirds 
and  fourths?  Xo  olTence,  I  hope?  " 
"  Xot ill  the  least;  glad  to  know, and  thanks."' 
"  You  term  you  male  birds  '  roosters.'  Xo 
fancieruscs  the  term.  Tou  are  not  a  fancier. 
Your  Irade  was  best  in  the  beginning  of  your 
career  as  a  breeder." 

*   «   »  « 

Yesterday  a  man  drove  up  to  my  place  in  a 
very  poor  vehicle  behind  a  cold  blooded  horse. 
He  was  dressed  in  poor  clothes,  that  were 
clean  and  tidy.  Said  became  to  get  some  eggs 
from  my  very  choicest  breeders.  "  I  don"t 
care  so  much  for  the  price  as  I  do  that  the 
eggs  will  batch."' 

"  Glad  to  see  you,  sir,"  I  said.  "  What  can 
I  show  you ': " 

"  You  may  show  me  the  best  breeding  birds 
you  have,  and  if  Ihey  are  what  I  hear  you 
have,  1  want  three  sittings  of  eggs." 

lie  viewed  the  stock,  and  we  returned  to 
the  egg  room,  when  be  said  : 

"  I  am  glad  to  know  you  breed  in  line.  I 
used  to  be  opposed  to  that  system  when  I 
didn't  know  as  much  as  1  do  now  ;  but  experi- 
ence leaches  me  it  is  the  only  way  we  can  be 
thorough  in  this  busines.s,  and  certain  what 
we  may  expect  from  our  matings."' 

lieforc  leaving  I  was  pleased  to  say  to  him 
that  if  the  eggs  under  the  fair  treatment  1  was 
quite  sure  be  would  give  them,  failed  to  hatch 
well,  I  would  take  pleasure  in  making  them 
good  either  in  return  of  pro  rated  money,  or 
more  eggs.    His  reply  was: 

"  Jty  dear  sir,  I  have  no  doubt  but  that 
they  will  batch  well,  and  I  hope  they  may; 
but  if  I  succeed  in  rearing  even  one  or  two  in 
each  sitting  I  shall  consider  them  cheap 
birds;  if  I  use  them  they  will  improve  my 
stock,  and  if  sold  they  will  bring  five  times 
the  egg  money."" 

And  he  drove  away  in  an  apparently  very 
cheerful  mood. 

»   »   «  » 

One  day  recently  I  was  honored  with  a  call 
from  a  gentleman  and  bis  wile  who  were  out 
for  a  ride,  and  to  "look  for  a  bird.''  The 
gentleman  said  : 

"  1  am  breeding  Barred  Rocks.  Brown  and 
"White  Leghorns.  I  can"t  p.iy  more  than  a 
dollar  for  a  cock  bird,  as  I  sell  eggs  at  fifty 
cents  a  dozen.    I  eairt  sell  them  for  more."' 


"  Do  you  pedigree  your  fowls,  and  practice 
inbreeiling—  breed  to  strain?"  I  iiuestioneil. 
"  Do  you  breecl  to  standard  demaml?" 

"  What  standard  ?  '"  be  askeiL 

I  tried  to  explain  things  us  l>est  I  could  in 
the  few  minutes  he  could  give  me.  He  .said 
he  would  buy  a  Standard,  -and  take  some 
poultry  journal.  He  didn't  know  there  was 
so  much  to  learn,  he  said,  and  was  honest 
enough  to  say  that  he  guessed  he  would  go  at 
this  thing  understandiugly. 

•  *  •  « 

A  boy  walked  four  miles  to  get  some  e^s; 
came  up  from  town  ;  was  told  to  .sec  Roberts, 
and  pay  him  the  good  big  price  of  twenty-five 
cents  for  a  sitting  of  eggs.  I  told  bini  eggs 
are  three  dollars  a  sitting  at  our  house.  At 
this  he  grabbed  his  basket  and  ran  like  a 
sprinter  toward  the  car  line,  then  walked 
back.  I  asked  what  ailed  him,  and  he 
replied  : 

"  I  saw  my  breath  leaving  me  for  the  west, 
and  I  went  to  catch  it  —  I  got  it  back  all 
right.  Why,  say,  I  can  buy  a  22-rille  and 
one  hundred  shells  for  it  for  three  dollars.  I 
didn't  want  to  buy  your  place  —  I  only  wanted 
to  l)uy  a  sitting  of  eggs.  I  don't  care  for  the 
dern  eggs  and  hens,  anyhow.  Ma  wants  'em 
—  I  don't." 

*  »   «  « 

A  man  got  ofi'the  car  and  came  oyer  where 
I  was  feeding  the  birds,  and  hollered  out. 
"Say,  in!    Got  any  eggs  for  sitting?" 
"  Yes." 

"  What  are  they  worth?"- 

"  Three  for  one,  or  five  for  two." 

"  Give  'em  to  me  quick.  AVaut  to  get  that 
car.  Come  down  on  your  eggs,  can't  you? 
Gee,  but  them  are  dandy  eggs.  Pays  to  raise 
the  right  kind.  Adios." 

And  away  he  ran  for  the  car. 

»  «  *  * 

Any  man  who  can  appreciate  the  ridiculous 
side  of  things  can  have  lots  of  fun  in  selling 
fancy  fowls  and  eggs,  and  will  be  astonished 
to  learn  how  few  —  very  few — know  anything 
about  the  science  of  poultry  culture,  even 
among  those  who  pretend  to  be  up  to  high 
G. — S.  L.  Roberts,  in  California  Poultry 
Tribune. 


English  Books 

FOR  FANCIERS. 

E^S^Tlicse  books  are  not  carried  in  stock,  but 
ortlered  from  i)nl>Iisliers  same  <lay  order  is  received, 
and  sent  direct  Irom  publisliers  in  ICn^land  lo  pur- 
chasers. 


Prices  Postpaid. 


Andalusiiin,  The  Blue  (Silver  Dun)    S  .GO 

Artitieial  lucubatiou  aud  its  Law  (SulclilTc)  50 

Bantams  (Enlwisle)   .'.   1.7.5 

lireediug  fur  Exhibition  (E.  Cobb)  -20 

British  Birds  (Dr.  Bradburn)   .30 

C'auary  ISrecdin;;.  etc..  (Jerome)   .oO 

Carriers  and  Barbs  (J.  B.  Broad  &  .1.  Eirlli)  30 

Ditto  .....(Clolli)  .00 

CliicUens,  Tlie  Eearins  and  Feeding  of  (K.Cobb)  .20 

Crested  Canary  (Ureeves)  20 

Duck  Farming  (J. II.  Sutelille)   20 

Ducks  (H.  Digby)   :» 

Fancy  Poultry  (.\.lcx.  Coniyns)   30 

Faltenius  Fowls  (K.  Cobb)....  30 

Hamhurgs  U])  lo  I).ite  (Ch;is.  Holt)   30 

Housinsaud  Managemem  of  Stock  (K.Cobb)  20 

Incubation  (E.  Cobb)  20 

Index,  Vol.  XVIII.  30 

.Jacobin  (.1.  Waters)   30' 

Leghorns  (II.  Hesford)   il> 

Minoroji  Fowl  (Fred  Biggs),  4th  edilion  .30 

Mules  (\V.  II.  Vale)   ,  30, 

Norwich  Canary  (Payne)  20 

Our  leathered  Pels  (Dr.  Greenes  M.  A.)  ........  .30 

Pel  ISir.l,  A  (II.  B.  Unit)   20 

Pigeons:  Their  Origift  an*l  V:iriaIion.  Housing" 

and  Mauagemeul,  2d  edition  Go 

Poultry,  Diseases  of,  (Woodroile  Hill)  :» 

Poultry  Farming  Up  to  Date  (E.  Cobb)   .20 

Preparing  Poultry  for  Exhibiiion  (E.Cobb)  20 

Scotch  Fancy  anil  Belgian  Canary   .35 

Show  Homer,  Tlie  (V.  Woodlield)  fiO 

Suburban  Poultry  Keeping  (Paper)  .30 

(T.  H.  Harrison)  .-.  (Clolli)  .01 

Tippler  Pigeon  Up  to  Dale  (Hepwortb)  30 

Tunihler,  Long-faced  (Child)   30 

Waxbills,  Grass  Finches,  and  Manniklns 

(Horatio  R.  Fillnier)   (Paper)  .30 

Ditto  (Clolh)  .CO 

Wyandotte,  The  (Raines  *  Mar.x)   40 

"Torkshii-e  Canary  (Broadlcy)  20 

Feathered  World,  per  year,  weekly   2..'i0 

Send  ali  orders  for  llie  above  with  i-enii1  lance  in 
cash  or  iiostage  stamps  lo 


FARM^POULTRY, 

22  Custom  House  St.,  Boston,  Mass. 


The  first  edition  of  this  work  was  pub- 
lished in  1867,  its  object  being  to  give  pracii-- 
cal  details  with  such  clearness  and  simplicity 
that  it  might  be  "  put  into  the  hands  of  a  per- 
son totally  ignorant  of  poultry  keeping,  with 
the  reasonable  certainty  that  its  instructions, 
if  followed,  would  command  success."  .  The 
constant  demand  for  rapidly  succeeding  edi- 
tions has  proved  that  THE  Pr.actical  Poul- 
try Keeper  has  fulfilled  its  intended  pur- 
pose, and 

Supplied  a  Real  Want. 

After  numerous  minor  revisions  for  some 
of  the  many  successive  impressions,,  the 
Twentieth  Edition  called  for  more  extensive 
re-casting,  and  was  set  up  afresh  in  entirely 
new  type,  with  Colored  Plates.  That  edition 
also  has,  since  1S85,  been  many  time  reprinted, 
with  occasional  minor  corrections.  But  the 
lime  has  at  length  come  when  an  eniirely 
Xkw  Edition  seems  to  be  demanded.  In 
this  edition,  fully  one-half  of  the  contents 
have  been 

Entirely  Rewritten, 

and  the  remainder  tboroiigbly  revised. 

The  work  in  its  new  dress  is  considicua- 
BLV  ENLARGED,  and  two   of   I  he  Colored 


Plates  are  devoted  to  varieties  of  poultry 
which  have  been  recently  introduced.  En- 
deavor has  been  made  to  embody  the  essence 
of  that 

Progress  and  Increase  of 
Knowledge 

which  has  taken  place  in  many  points,  and  to 
take  note  of  the  many  changes  which  have 
taken  place  during  recent  years.  The  facts 
and  the  truth  are  becoming  more  defined 
respecting  the  vexed  question  of 

Poultry  Farming. 

and  some  endeavor  has  been  made  to  set  forth 
that  truth,  and  to  correct  the  exaggeiatioiis 
which  have  been  published  on  both  sides. 
The  author  has  done  bis  best  to  make  this 
new  edition  of  The  Practical  Pocltr-v 
Keeper  as  practical  as  ever,  whilst  enil)ody- 
ing  the 

Best    Knowledge   and  Methods 

of  the   Present  Day. 

"Those  who  keep  iionllry,  or  conlemplale 
doiPL'  so,  bad  belter  consult  a  gooil  manual, 
and  ^Ir.  W right's  is  certainly  one  of  the 
\)c>i."—Slan(hird. 


Special  Farm-Poultry  Edition, 

Prepared  expresslv  for  iis,  containins;  much  Practical  aiul  Orit^i^'al 
Matter  from  our  Mr.  Hunter.  This  edition  only  for  sale  by  us.  Price 
$2.oo,  postpaid. 

Our  Readers  can  fjct  the  above  and  a  full  year's  subscription  to 

Farm-P(h  i.trv  for  Only  $2.50. 

If  vour  subscription  is  alieadv  paid  .'ilieail,  send  $2.:;o  now,  and  we 
will  send  the  book  and  extend  \-otii"  subscription  anotlier  year  froni  date  of 
expiration. 

I.  S.  JOHNSOl!^  &  CO.,     -      -      -      Boston,  Mass. 


